
Q-SWITCHED LASER  [err]  Abstract: A Q-switched laser  includes a pump
cavity (12), a laser  medium (11) in said pump cavity (12) for generating
laser light, an  active Q-switching element (15) for  controlling
Q-switching oscillation of laser light in said laser according  to a
selected modulation rate, and a  passive Q-switching element (16) for
Q-switching oscillation of laser light  in said laser according to selected
saturation characteristics of said  passive Q-switching element (16).  In a
further embodiment, the passive Q-switching element (17) acts as both  14
the passive Q-switching element and  as an output coupler of the Q-switched
laser. 


