The present invention relates to novel |inear and branched peptides
specific for the diagnosis and prevention of hepatitis C virus (HCV)
infection. More particularly, the present invention is directed to |linear

‘and-branched synthetic peptides containing at | east one antigenic site
which is effective for detecting HCV- associated antibodies in patients

"USlng | rmunoassay techniques. In sone cases, t hese peptides are al so
liBrary peptldes 81 -

- ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
The present invention relates to novel linear and

. branched peptides specific for the diagnosis and
prevention of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection. More
particularly, the present invention is directed to linear

5 and branched synthetic peptides containing at least one
antigenic site which is effective for detecting HCV-
associated antibodies in patients g;ing immunoassay
techniques. In some cases, these peptides are also
library peptides.
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