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Transporting and Acclimatizing Exotic Fish_ or Aquatic Plants This .
invention relates to a process and a device for preparl mm‘mwmmmﬂﬂand
acclimati zing exotic fish or aquatlc pl ants. For nore t live
exotic fish have been shipped in ﬁoft pl astic bags, at thersi*sk of | eaks
t hrough punctures or of killing the fish by squashing the corners. This has
led to nore than negligible | osses during transport. Besides, because of
their flexible nature, these plastic bags do not |end thenselves-to a
progressive acclimatization of the fish prior to their transfer into 10

the aquari lPFddbs\M"' Ghd hepeafieet Ofbere Pr-E*iﬁfhnIvOO TEagspeiRhgCheAptry in
t hese bagsdgq{a differs. cm er that in an aquarium especially
with respe @@ﬁ@%ﬁ%@ é%ﬁﬂ%ﬂlé%m resulting in a sometines
significant nortality rate in the weeks foll ow ng the transfer of the fish
15into the aquarium a particularly undesirable fact given that sone exotic
fish are quite rare and often rather expensive. The sanme problemis
encountered with exotic aquatic plants intended for seascaping the
aquari ums. ﬂgsp'ih\‘?’ént%ﬁ %léﬁc@d!(oo‘éf e laNdS of GERIECURS REpABARS .
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fits over t
than negligibie losses during transport Besides, because of their

flexible nature, these plastic bags do not lend themselves to a
progressive acclimatization of the fish prior to their transfer into

10 the aquarium in which they are to live. Then, too, the water
chemistry in these bags usually differs considerably from that in
an aquarium especially with respect to the nitrate and
ammonium pH level, resulting in a sometimes significant
mortality rate in the weeks following the transfer of the fish

15 into the aquarium, a particularly undesirable fact given that
some exotic fish are quite rare and often rather expensive.

The same problem is encountered with exotic aquatic plants
intended for seascaping the aquariums.

20 '
Prior art already offers various techniques and means, described
in the following documents and designed to keep living marine
organisms and especially molluscs alive during transport:

25 US patent 5.165.361.A describes a process and a device for
preparing bivalvular molluscs and keeping them alive outside
their natural habitat, assuring their marketability without-
posing a hazard to the consumer. The device which is intended
to meet these requirements consists of a small, rigid,
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- with a valve through which a suitable gas m xture can be - introduced after
the extraction of air enclosures trapped during 5the closing process,
preceded by the insertion of the nolluscs and their preservative |iquid.
Such a device, if indeed it is suitable for shipping live fish and aquatic
plants, does not permt effective initial preparation and, even |ess so, an
appropriate acclimatization process, % he onl'y guarantee for 10keepi ng
organi sns thus shipped alive and ultimately thriving in an aquarium The
French patent 2.755.432. A describes a conditioning process for |ive aquatic
animals, using a tank filled with water and air 15 and cl osed off
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The French patent 2.755.432.A describes a conditioning process
for live aquatic animals, using a tank filled with water and air
15 and closed off air-tight by a lid, which tank distinguishes itself
from similar devices primarily by ‘the particular shape of the
bottom and the walls which makes allowances for the shape of
the aquatic animals in question, in this case strictly bivalvular
shell-fish and especially oysters, which can be arranged in a
20 single layer without the risk of upending or piling them by
repeated handling during transport. In this case as well, the
inventor has the same concerns as in connection with the
. example discussed above.

25 The US patent 4.040.200.A relates to a container that constitutes
a sort of portable fish pond essentially intended for keeping
alive and well such fish as can be used for angling or for
restocking. The reusable lid is therefore factory-supplied with
two plug-equipped bung holes through which the water can be

30 oxygenated while at the same time air trapped between the
surface of the water and the lid can be siphoned off by means of
a device mounted on the outside wall of the container. Large-
diameter piping is provided at the bottom of the container,
allowing all or part of the content to be emptied out after
35 removal of a plug in the lid.



- As is evident, none of the processes and devices described in the docunents
briefly.di scussed above, whether by thenselves or in any conbination,
provi de for the preparation or conditioning and shipping of the live
aquatic organisnms in question and nuch 5 | ess for the progressive
acclimatization of delicate exotic fish or plants that are to stay alive in
an aquarium under totally art|f|C|aI3cond|t|ons considering that these
fish and plants are quite expensive and that even the slightest |oss during
the transport or acclimatization has a negative effect on the
10profitability of the business concerned, whether or not it is ainmed at
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of its capacity, purged of air and, possi bly after the
introduction of a gas, is then sealed with the plastic foil.

It is the objective of this invention to remedy these
shortcomings. The invention as specified solves the problem by

15 defining a process and providing a device for the preparation,
shipping and acclimatization of exotic fish or exotic aquatic
plants, reducing losses during shipping to an absolute minimum
or in fact to zero while also permitting an acclimatization to a
new aquachemical environment in the aquarium under ideal

20 conditions before the fish or aquatic plants in question are
transferred into the target aquariums.

. The process for preparing, transporting and acclimatizing exotic

fish or aquatic plants, employing a tank of a rigid plastic

25 material and a transparent plastic foil for hermetically sealing

the said tank after partially filling it with water containing the

fish or plants, with the possible addition of a gas, is
characterized in that:

30 A- The preparation is performed along the following steps:
a) The fish or plants to be shipped are placed in the water

with which the tank is first filled up to 50% or, respectively, 80%
of its capacity;



. B. The acclimtization involves the followng steps: 5 After levelling the
tank, two perforations are punched into the plastic foil that seals the
tank; Water taken fromthe receiving aquariumis introduced 10drop by

- drop; The drop-by-drop introduction is continued for a specific |ength of
time after excess water has been renoved through the second perforation; 15
The plastic foil is renoved; The fish or plants are transferred into the
aquarium 20The device used for applying the process per this invention,
enploying a tank of a rigid plastic material and a transparent plastic foil
ensuring the hernetic sealing of the said tank after it has been partially
filled, is characterized primarily in that the plastic foil is provided

with markings for_the |ocatjon of the two 25 perforati.gns to.be punched
‘nto the forl WorThRe 8K | it PUEESSn Qhadll, 41y PRSSIRLY | HET 2a0F on

devi ce consjmitedudhion @fi ! gast ulik nheanseated withwitieclplasticcdoniected to an

i mersion tube inserted in the water of the aguariumwhile its other end
extends via a valve through one of the perforations previously punched into
30t he pl ast Bc Tihei lacghdhatimasianhénvabiedetld fiohlowiagk stefsver al t anks

contai ngng fish and/or plants for the sane aquarium can be acclinatized

t oget her by neans of shared tubing, connectedq to an inmersio %Aube via a
coupl i ng and toAfterdgveling (thet tapknd®tes RGSTFRLIONST atr?lepflaﬁﬁ vildo

individual fRsgtagnd M6l Y& seals the tank;

_ - Water taken from the receiving aquarium is introduced
. 10 drop by drop;

- The drop-by-drop introduction is continued for a specific
length of time after excess water has been removed through the
second perforation;

15 '

- The plastic foil is removed;
- The fish or plants are transferred into the aquarium.

20 The device used for applying the process per this invention,
. : employing a tank of a rigid plastic material and a transparent
plastic foil ensuring the hermetic sealing of the said tank after it
has been partially filled, is characterized primarily in that the
plastic foil is provided with markings for the location of the two
25  perforations to be punched into the foil for the acclimatization
phase, that the acclimatization device consists of flexible tubing
one end of which is connected to an immersion tube inserted in
the water of the aquarium while its other end extends via a
valve through one of the perforations previously punched into

30 the plastic foil and into the inside of the tank.

Several tanks containing fish and/or plants for the same

aquarium can be acclimatized together by means of shared

tubing, connected to an immersion tube via a coupling and to a
35



- The- flow of the water fromthe aquariumto each tank takes 5 place by
gravity, for which each tank is placed below the water |evel of the
aquarium The advantages nade possible by this invention consist
essentially in the ability to fully automate the preparation 10 process, to
render the shipping process cost-effective allowing 111, for transit tinmes
of up to six days for fish and four weeks for aquatic plants, and to
greatly sinplify the acclimatization process, with the use of the tank
itself as shipping container giving the organisns involved the best chance
of survival. 15 Other characteristic features and advantages w |l be

evi dent froguhifeld OIha@WesEnel@s Cfd Riaic@N off tie danksevigeindividualn\heies on, used
for transpoqﬂdnn‘g exotic fish fromtheir point of origin to the marketplace,
given as a VF?ng exanple with reference to 20 the attached draw ngs
inwhich: - Fig. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a tank sealed by a

plasti 0 10l bne 2R PTG hd SuBoIEAR' | hePSEIRRGNA Vo VARH Ol takes

acclimtiz evice I n opera at | a pers ective view of a
full tafk apldcof by herayéty,e£or \A@hwﬂm m@phgtaﬂkatlé placrdt helaw dtheevates; 30

Fig. 4 is aenel sfethéVaeqyaguhof a full tank, with the plastic foil marked
for the perforations to be punched; Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a full

tank during the 35acclinatization process; - Fig. 6 is a perspective
view of a fpht tadNameaglelRe mtd% iptoscsmlteal by i shigar inwéntyorr acorsisaf ter the

acclimatization, and show ng Lhe perforaliong pURGhEd he (HepRIATLAC foil:
10 process, to render the shipping process cost-effective allowing
. for transit times of up to six days for fish and four weeks for
aquatic plants, and to greatly simplify the acclimatization
process, with the use of the tank itself as shipping container
giving the organisms involved the best chance of survival.
15 |
Other characteristic features and advantages will be evident
from the following description of a device per this invention,
used for transporting exotic fish from their point of origin to the
marketplace, given as a nonlimiting example with reference to
20 the attached drawings in which:

‘ - Fig. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a tank sealed by a
plastic foil; '

25 - Fig. 2 is a schematic perspective view of an acclimatization
device in operation;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a full tank and of the collective
shipping crate with the lid removed;
30 |
- Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a full tank, with the plastic
foil marked for the perforations to be punched;

- Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a full tank during the
35 acclimatization process;



. 5- Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a partially enptied tank in its open
position; Fig. 8 shows a tank as its contents are transferred into an
aquarium 10 Fig. 9 is a perspective front view of a triple-station
acclimatization system The drawings illustrate a device for preparing,
transporting and 15 acclimating exotic fish, designed according to this

I nvention and principally enconpassiﬁg tanks 10, seal able by neans of a
transparent foil 20 with markings indicating the | ocation of

acclimati zation perforations 21, 22, and flexible tubes 30, 31, 32, 33
mut ual Iy connected by a manifold 34 and connected to an 20 i mersion tube

35 via a couplingg36s aRdat petdpRctitksied ofila iRl YAk Hd Rh¥awuks §7 whose
tip extends through, one of th g\ccll ti atloF perfg.rat j.ong 21, 22: with a
hook 38 hol@@insheicobBriiagysedzrinede #ifkr Men AGHMIYZAHOB a@0%n t he

rimof the shguanguthel pezforAtionespunthek iat théiepldstiai failin figures 1 and 2
shows how the tanks 10 are filled with water up to approximately half their
capacity, exotic fish are introduced for shipping, the tanks are purged of
any air5 a gas niEg. bé isnjpepeepectivg viewt ahks parbally sowitied wank i@
transparenqujqkknz oMtjgh in addition to the markings 23 pertaining to
final acclimatrzation 1s marked with the |ocation of the acclimatization
perforations 21 and 22 to be punched into it respectively for the insertion

of the drip val vEig. 8 shows a tank as its contents are transferred into an
aquarium;
10
' - Fig. 9 is a perspective front view of a triple-station
acclimatization system.

The drawings illustrate a device for preparing, transporting and
15 acclimating exotic fish, designed according to this invention and
principally encompassing tanks 10, sealable by means of a
transparent foil 20 with markings indicating the location of
acclimatization perforations 21, 22, and flexible tubes 30, 31, 32,
33 mutually connected by a manifold 34 and connected to an
20 immersion tube 35 via a coupling 36 and to the tanks 10, 11, 12
via drip valves 37 whose tip extends through one of the
acclimatization perforations 21, 22; with a hook 38 holding the
' coupling 36 of the immersion tube 35 in place on the rim of the
aquarium 1.
25
A closer look at the details in figures 1 and 2 shows how the
tanks 10 are filled with water up to approximately half their
capacity, exotic fish are introduced for shipping, the tanks are
purged of any air, a gas may be injected, and the tanks are
30 sealed with a transparent foil 20 which in addition to the
markings 23 pertaining to final acclimatization is marked with
the location of the acclimatization perforations 21 and 22 to be
punched into it fespecﬁvely for the insertion of the drip valve
37 into the tank 10 and for the removal of excess water as
35 indicated in figure 2 which shows a tank 10 connected to an



. 37 into the tank 10 and for the renmpoval of excess water as 35 indicated in
figure 2 which shows a tank 10 connected to an 7 aquarium 1l via a tube 30
equi pped with a drip valve 37 and with provisions for the renoval of excess
water via a tube 39. - Successively continuing with the exam nation of
figures 3 to 8 5which show the sequence of events in the acclimatization
phase of the process per this i nventilon, it will be readily evident from
fig. 3 that the tanks 10 are grouped in crates 40 with polystyrene lids 41
and are arranged in a nul ti -1l evel qui ncunx. O 10 Fig. 4 shows a full tank
10 that has been renpved fromits shipping crate 40 and into whose plastic

foil 20 the;peid@matl ona 4! @Be 38 haw ?p?&ﬁnwmﬂﬂcd"edh t vahee 317 kegd
he

| ocations as, per the instruct{ions 23 on foil 20. 5F|q gows a tank
10 during tWéthad’éPY‘r?&?‘lszéPTd e oferppyals of nexgesgona i'nd'dby?* t HBed$ p- by- dr op

gravity-fed transfer of aquariumwater until the water in the tank 10 runs.
over through the unched overflow perf 1
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on the sane_ | evel t he correspondi ng narrow si de of the tank 10.
fig. 3 that the tanks 10 are grouped in crates 40 wit

polystyrene lids 41 and are arranged in a multi-level quincunx.

10 Fig. 4 shows a full tank 10 that has been removed from its
‘ shipping crate 40 and into whose plastic foil 20 the perforations
21 and 22 have been punched at the marked locations as per

the instructions 23 on the foil 20. B

15 Fig. 5 shows a tank 10 during the acclimatization of the fish it
contains by the drop-by-drop gravity-fed transfer of aquarium
water until the water in the tank 10 runs over through the
prepunched overflow perforation 21, with the acclimatization
process taking about one hour.

20
Fig. 6 shows the partial draining of the water contained in the
tank 10 by tilting the side of the overflow perforation 22 after
. auxiliary perforations 24 have been punched on the same level
‘parallel to the corresponding narrow side of the tank 10.
25

Fig. 7 shows how after the removal of about 50% of the water
contained in the tank by the process indicated in fig. 6, the
sealing foil 20 is progressively loosened and removed.

30 Fig. 8 illustrates the transfer of the water and the fish, after the
acclimatization, from the tank 10 into the aquarium by a simple
lateral pouring operation.

Referring to fig. 9, showing in detail a collective acclimatization
35 installation, it can be seen how perforations 21 and 22 of several



- Fig: 7 shows how after the renoval of about 50% of the water contained in
the-tank by the process indicated in fig. 6, the sealing foil 20 is
progressively | oosened and renoved. 30Fig. 8 illustrates the transfer of
the water and the fish, after the acclimatization, fromthe tank 10 into
the aquariumby a sinple |lateral pourjng operation. 8 tanks 10, 11, 12 are
punched enpl oying the procedure per f9g. 4, followed by the insertion of
the tips of the corresponding drip valves 37 |located at the free end of the
i ndi vi dual tubes 31, 32, 33 which are connected via a manifold 34 and a
common tube 5 30 to a coupling 36 attached to the rimof the target
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15  figures 6 to 8.

As far as exotic aquatic plants are concerned, these have until
now been shipped in a very simple manner, wrapped in moist
newspapers or in plastic bags laid out in cardboard boxes that
20 - have been used as shipping containers. Upon arrival at their
destination they have been unpacked and subjected to
. acclimatization in the water of the aquatic planters.

Using the process and the device per this invention, the plants

25 are prepared in tanks without water but with a precisely
~ calibrated ambient humidity, the tanks are purged of air,
followed by the injection of a specific gas that facilitates
preservation during transit, and air-tight sealing with a plastic

foil along the procedure shown in fig. 3 to 7, with the operation

30 per fig. 8 replaced by a direct transplantation into the aquarium.

The aquatic plants thus prepared will remain preserved for two
to three weeks which allows them to be taken directly to market
in their original prepared state and to be acclimatized by the



+. 30per fig. 8 replaced by a direct transplantation into the aquarium The
aquatic.plants thus prepared will remain preserved for two to three weeks
which allows themto be taken directly to market in their original prepared
state and to be acclimatized by the 9 drip nmethod according to this
~invention inmediately prior to their planting in the aquarium I'n
practice, the preparation of the fis® invol ves the foll ow ng 5procedural
steps: 1) For nobst species - a) Use of 50% of old or new water at the
proper tenperature, 10 b) Air renoval fromthe container, followed by
the injection of oxygen in a quantity precisely neasured and regul ated so

as not to hpy m@thfo'dsr‘%cc%?@}nf‘dfﬂ Xfﬂi@lﬂ%ﬁt"‘@nc‘i)ﬁlrrﬁ&‘ha@éﬁe Priof #peci al

anmoni um i nh?]bl tin

tg st ance d) Adm xture of the correct dose of a
speci al antthest plantiagpn athce aq2'@“‘"“e) Use of a special barrier foil or
filmfor sealingthetank This foil is provided in rolls, prenmarked for

the accli |zat| npeforatlon d fegtur -C r
i ndi cating hep ggﬁﬁghc@ SofP'CRE™Y &&Pl ?rfat ﬁ{zeatﬁl% g’p‘)ce(gggls om@ag&?(lr)*'us‘frat ed in
fig. 4 5 procedural steps:

1) For most species -

a) Use of 50% of old or new water at the proper temperature,

10 '

' b) Air removal from the container, followed by the injection

of oxygen in a quantity precisely measured and regulated so as
not to harm the fish,

15 c) Admixture of the correct dose of a special ammonium-
- inhibiting substance,

d) Admixture of the correct dose of a special anti-stress
_ substance,
20
e) Use of a special barrier foil or film for sealing the tank.
. This foil is provided in rolls, premarked for the acclimatization
~ perforations and featuring a four-color strip indicating the
sequence of the acclimatization operations as illustrated in fig. 4
25 to 8.

2) For certain species (labyrinthidae) the preparation is
performed without the evacuation of air and hence without the
injection of oxygen.
30

For. shipping purposes, sixteen tanks can be accommodated in
one polystyrene container as shown in fig. 3, in contrast to the
old preparation method by which a given container would hold
only five plastic bags each containing the same number of fish

35



+. 25to 8. 2)For certain species (labyrinthidae) the preparation is perforned
wi-t hout .t he evacuation of air and hence wi thout the injection of oxygen. 30
For shi ppi ng purposes, sixteen tanks can be accommpdated i n one pol ystyrene
container as shown in fig. 3, in contrast to the old preparation nethod by
whi ch a given container would hold only five plastic bags each contai ni ng
the sanme nunber of fish 10 as atan@d@cordingtothis i nvention, and only
light-weight at that. It follows that within the same weight limts three
times as many fish can be transported. On arrival, as shown in fig. 3, the
crates 40 are opened by the renoval of their lids 41 and the 5 tanks are

taken out, i th a@nkMesi@r8ing SUR) | MEPeGhvatidm Mt ionYy tihghtseightof
heal t h of the Llsh W&I @h are, then l§.et Hg for accli rpa.iz tit n, Tﬁ grocess
and the devittdhplr It fPHoms, dhat 3w thifhthe 3mme; FELghYy oty fhies e %\S d for
transporti ngs andngcfishmean zbagirhnsportedd Oquatriivapl ant shdwn wyuagi Ws, may
be equal ly | oved, i th m nor .adapt.ati | € de ti t he
subst ance ofe ifrer ndthneftomrifes “PROUR, cEiRyfl oI theiPCRAL H0ald Ofe
cert ai n5castmkavearet akaocloutat with i en ommediate syésuals 19spadiiaal oand

plants 15whgrLaea g tsit%ﬂél ¥ Remiei by RV §ishowhieheardUdlenP8emaipit Ryrned
during shipping (reptiles, batrachians etc.).
acclimatization. . _

The process and the device per this invention, while specifically
10  developed for transporting and acclimatizing fish and aquatic
. plants for aquariums, may be equally employed, with minor
adaptations without departing from the substance of this
invention, for the preparation and shipping and in certain cases
even the acclimatization of other species of animals and plants
15 where a particular humidity level or water must be maintained
during shipping (reptiles, batrachians etc.). '



. Patent Clains 1.Process for preparing, transporting and acclimatizing
exotic fish or aquatic plants, enploying a tank of a rigid plastic nmateri al
and a transparent plastic foil serving to hernetically seal the said tank
after it has been partially filled with water 5containing the fish or
plants, with the possible addition of a gas, characterized in that: A- The
preparation takes place along the fdlhomﬁng steps: 10a) The fish or plants
to be transported are placed in the tank prefilled with water respectively
to about 50% or 80%of its capacity; b) The tank is purged of air
and, after the injection of a gas 15where appropriate, sealed with the

pl astic foipgrenB-climg@cc! i matization is perforned along the follow ng
steps: 20- After the tank is levelled, two perforations are punched into
the plastic foil sealing the tank; Water fromthe receiving aquariumis

I nt roduced drop-bydrop; 25

1. Process for preparing, transporting and acclimatizing exotic
fish or aquatic plants, employing a tank of a rigid plastic
material and a transparent plastic foil serving to hermetically
seal the said tank after it has been partially filled with water

5 containing the fish or plants, with the possible addition of a gas,
characterized in that:

o .

The preparation takes place along the following steps:

10 a) The fish or plants to be transported are placed in the tank
prefilled with water respectively to about 50% or 80% of its
capacity;

b) The tank is purged of air and, after the injection of a gas
15  where appropriate, sealed with the plastic foil.

B- The acclimatization is performed along the following
steps:

20 - After the tank is levelled, two perforations are punched into
the plastic foil sealing the tank;

- Water from the receiving aquarium is introduced drop-by-

drop;
25
- After the removal of excess water through the second
perforation the drop-by-drop introduction of water is continued
for a specific length of time;
30 - The plastic foil is removed;

- The fish or plants are transferred into the aquarium.



. After the renoval of excess water through the second perforation the
dr.op-by-drop introduction of water is continued for a specific l'ength of
time; 30-The plastic foil is renoved; The fish or plants are transferred
into the aquarium 12 2. Device for applying the process per claiml,
enploying a tank of a rigid plastic naterial and a transparent plastic foil
serving to hernetically seal the saild tank after it has been partially
filled, characterized in that the plastic foil (20) is provided with 5
narkings indicating the location of the two perforations (21, 22) to be
punched into the foil (20) so as to permt the inplenmentation of the

acclimatizagi mx%@%r %&pglﬁ&%ec todeasi géxt icPainfley, @m[ﬂaym%@wm flexible
t ubi ng (30) one end of 1S.CO nected to an |nnﬁr5|on t

i nserted i nok re rigig Rlaghic omaterdaly And jantraAsPageRy Plaslc oty rseé&bf‘aextends
via a val vetd Wérmaﬁ@ll%eséﬂnlqhelcg)ald htanighafiee of lidse pend opattlail“gs (21,

22 ch t 0 I 2,
char hoter i Salbh RagCtetoRd 'Rl e, Gl V)30 is BlbHRCES wilh “ ot
pl ants for m!aekmgseuahuamgml(el)locamobeO‘écttﬂel & Oj p@dqr@genﬁe(ﬂlbﬂ%y of

comon tUb'HQ (b%o) ﬁHEH@&t §GtbO @fe | FBAr S(20) t ube 5335)toV' ﬁeﬁnﬁoumé ng (36)

and to a mani f é connected to each of. the tanks }1 ZR
of i ndi vi du'e[T‘Pi‘HBé@t% on 3»f 3iheana@celimatization 2p @fse’De\} at athen cI a| m

2 or 3, Chaé@&hﬂ&hiﬁﬁioh ndévide teheopipdskew ﬂéxm&etuﬁmgm(sb)a efglagndim (1)
t owar d each

11, 12).takes place b r ch such
tank (10, 19 E‘)c i 48 p‘F(HH@(‘f% nQaff fﬂ’én%f‘é}g[l §$e£§/fgf 'P%eeeré]dgr i (1).
. 10  water of the aquarium (1) while its other end extends via a
valve (37) into the tank (10) through one of the perforations

(21, 22) previously punched into the plastic foil (20).

3. Device as in claim 2, characterized in that several tanks (10,

15 11, 12) containing fish and/or plants for the same aquarium (1)
can be acclimatized together by way of common tubing (30)
connected to an immersion tube (35) via a coupling (36) and to a
‘manifold (34) connected to each of the tanks (10, 11, 12) by way
of individual tubes (31, 32, 33) and valves (37).

20
4. Device as in claim 2 or 3, characterized in that the outflow of

. water from the aquarium (1) toward each tank (10, 11, 12)

takes place by gravity, for which each such tank (10, 11, 12) is
placed beneath the water level of the aquarium (1).

25



