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bumps which serve as a landing zone for the slider and as encoded ldentlfylng
information. During the manufacturing process for disk drives containing
disks, each disk's identifier can be read using outboard equipment such as an
HRF tester or by means contained in the drive itself. Each disk identifier can
then be stored magnetically in a special region of the hard disk reserved for
use by the drive and/or within the flash memory of the hard drive. The drive
can then communicate the identifier(s) to a host computer using the
conventional communication hardware and firmware. Thus information such

as the origin, batch number etc. of any disk can be obtained when needed.
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