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PGT/ US02/ 26187 5 The invention relates to remote control devi ced0/\$342006
parti cul ar WO 0P%283 nyention relates to sel ecting content viPEIGSeRRE87
control for consunption by a nedia consuner. BACKGROUND 10 Renote control
devices are popular with nedia consuners -- people who experience inages,
sounds, and ot her senNETHOB ANDARPARATIUS POBEICEAT BOMTENT peopl e. For
exanpl e, stereo and television renote controls are very popular with audio
and video nedia consuners. Renpte controls provide a convenient 15 .

mechani sm by whi ch nmedia consunmers may interactively select content for
consunptionplg@y rently, renote controls for selecting content are general
pur pose devices for selecting content channels. For exanple, nany renote
controls offer controls for. selecting a particular channel by nunber,,
«and for increnenting or 20 decrementing the currently sel ected channel.
Oper at i a cont lﬁTl i ; t More rpaﬁgiuw'r thidat ever
cont ent n?s curre-‘r:t ;N;\%Pﬁa%@@%ﬁotlﬁgmigogmgégﬁing . The rerrlgtge control

| s not assofy afeeh Ygléﬂés%ys@gcft@btc%rﬁéntc\ﬁgtrémo%% cbﬁfr?lefor dohstufpfion by a

general - purpose device for I'ng content channels or other consumner
gl ect roni cs ed codﬁg{]ﬂ\e?.ont rols. I WO 03/ 0276283 10/ 03/ 2006

) " BACKGROUND
10
Remote control devices are popular with media consumers — people who-
experience images, sounds, andr other sensations produced and provided by other
‘people. For example, stereo and télevision remote controls are very popular with
‘audio and video media consumers. Remote controls provide a convenient
15 mechanism by which media consumers may interactivély select content for
consumption.

Currently, remote controls for selecting content are general purpose

devices for selecting content channels. For example, many remote controls offer
controis for selecting a particular channel by nhmber,' and for incrementing or
20 decrementing the currently selected channel. Operaﬁng a c'ontfol of the remote
confrol may result in receiving whatever content is currently available on the
selected channel. The remote co_ntrol is not associated with any parrticular content;
rather, it is a general-purpose device for selecting content channels or other

. consumer electronics equipment controls,




PCT/ US02/ 26187 Furthernore, existing renote controls do not facilifate the
I dentification of the particular content (as opposed to the chd e@§‘3/ 5

operating tWOBEAEEE control will select. A nedia consuner puBUssonEes N
advance which channel will provide the content they seek to consune, and
the tinmes at which that content will 5 be provided. FI GURES The invention

may be better unggfRéMste\Vekibting Fah&B Gontdlst 86 ro® faciiate Ghd Gddritiication ofh
| i ght of the acconpanying description. The present invention, however, is

lim ted onl yhbyaltiRflar CWrfert! (ak Q%p%@& & thé chhAfelf WHidhUEptatiRg the Asmafe t he

specification. Figure 1 shows enbodi ment of a systemin accordance with

the present coﬁ@ﬂid@l‘ﬂeébtl%@{‘ﬁ ,ﬁh@ar&ngmﬁapms@ﬂnsmﬁ FVBRde %uicﬁ SHiREEwoNt 1 ol

devi ce i n accordance present 1 nvention. Figure shows an

PETAl LED eSS B A SR eRntd Pyl RS Wi Rk Cent Rl

enbodi ment " ol r"\?lae 5 enbodi nent” do not necessarily refer to the sane
enbodi nment , (L ough they 2 S WO 03/026283 10/ 03/2006 - PCT/ US02/ 26187 may.
Various operations of the description below and the clains are described in

FIGURES

) The invention may be better understood with reference to the following .
10 figures in light of the accompanying description. The present invention, however,
is limited only by the scope of the ciaims at the concluding portion of the

specification.

Figure 1 shows an embodiment of a system in accordance with the present
15 invention. | | | |
Figure 2 shows an embodiment of a remote control devicé in accordance
i with the present invention. |
) Figure 3 shows an embodiment of a system in accordance with the present
invention. |

20
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

in the following description, references to “one embodiment” or “an

25 embodiment'; do not neceésari!y refer to the same embodiment, although they
- _ 2 ,




terms of software, e.g. instructions executed by a processor, elt&{e ?
general® purpose processor, or a nore task-specific processor sdéd &3/8906
enbedded 5(9@@% Sor di gltal signal processor. However, t I RCVEGSOARG$87
oper-ations may of 5 course be enbodi ed by software, hardware, firmvare, or-
a conbination thereof. An enbodi nent of the present invention conprises a
renot e cont mudy. ddariote opehations tof éHef destriptiors belowi ardi thet aaimsfarg rdedetipedrimed
content that a nedia consuner desires to consune. Enbodi ments of the
present i nvéamsnfisofivacs; agr trbuetionsoatgouteddby iz procestdre eithapa géneral
particul ar object that indicates and selects the 10 content. Operation of
the renpte qufidse prswesser, Crls @tork hiaskispetifiy processore such exsdan i emgbeddedhe
predet erm ned content for the consunmer. Figure 1 shows an enbodi nent of a

systemin a StR0E or Widital tslgghal) fscRbor. | HoWdVer Othe Yaridudespaiiatigisanay of

technol ogy 112 conprises a pl ay surface 114 to di spl ay i mages and

sequence§ OfeoLfRUSSembUSIRd DY sHAERS hafd@iFe] Mfmvitire \ardeeomBinsticithayeof.
t echnol ogi es i nclude televisions and conputer displays. Video 112 may be

coupl ed by way ofanderhBE@inbht ofjtﬂé F&seht frivBhEdH oot s%%alrée%oté BofFRIQgtvigant

100, the receiver may conprise Darous evices, Including a set-top box, a

video casselld iidefCaides dn ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁg@&&%ﬁémc@n@%ﬂt 4 IRL LOna AR o

and so on con ent source I'Se a television

it cast - QPO cabpUfias F%ﬁ%'g‘erﬁ%%ﬂﬁ? RS vl HEIER, remeter,
"Gheiving aRtTTardRIeE B 1R g ol SRt ke cﬁ@%%wﬁmc%ﬁléned %%k‘éﬁ@"*h‘%% iy

conpri se _speakers t render ud| o content, receiver’ r| se an
audi o réRej 9@9@&.‘3@6@&% g asreaw&% &PBEok G%\Q?%&Pus%ﬁw cﬂﬂ?%re 116

may corrprl se a_radio broadcast 3 WO 03/026283 10/ 03/ 2006
rendering of the predetermined content for the consumer.

Figure 1 shows an embodiment of a system in accordance with the present

invention. A video display technology 112 comprises a display surface 114 to

display images and sequences of images, such as videos. Ekampies of video
15  display technologies include televisions and computer displays. Video 112 may be
coupled by way of a receiver 108 to a content source 116. In embddiment 100, the
receiver may comprise various devices, including a set-top box, a video cassette

D | recorder (VCR), a personal or laptop or handheld computer, and so on. The

content source 116 may comprise a television broadcast station, an Internet site

20 that transmits content in a unicast, multicast, or broadcast fashion, a digital
versatile disk p'{ayér (DVD), and other sources of content.
Other embpdiments may comprise technology for receiving and rendering
- audio cohtent. In such embodiments, device 112 may comprise speakers to
render audio content, receiver 108 may comprise an audio' receiver device such

25 as a stereo receiver, and content source 116 may comprise a radio broadcast
3 .




PCT/ US02/ 26187 station, an Internet web site which provides strearp’ ng ,or
downl oadabl‘ﬁ)%@ﬂgs content, or a conpact disk (CD) or other ty /413 (G056
pl ayer device. course, these are only sone of nunerous (26187 e s
contenplated within the scope of the present invention. 5 The content
source 116 and the receiver 108 may be coupled by way of a signal path
110. The si gadibnpan Hntelret wsb sepwhich provides sieamingner @l@w&qadag%ﬁung ng

w rel ess technol ogi es, cable, and tel ephone wiring. O course, the

recei ver 106ontant, be aconpast disk (E&)airéherdype of nedmnplayeredevies tQirBoUsHur ces

than source 116 as well. 10 It should al so be appreciated that the

recei ver 10thesajareeniynsaye aif numedrousl ipepsibiiitiesecontemplgied. whhinFihe soepapsife, .
sonme conputers have video displays and speakers build’ln. In the |
enbodi ment #RGresdret imentiorver 108 conprises a detector 106 to receive
renote control signals froma renote control device 104. The renote 15
control slevice ITRcoMBIScRRS 416 lahdthe pereiverri0Bahayl B cobipleld, bywianobaer at ed
by a nedia consuner (a person who desires to experience nedia content), may

transm-t thegighgphth $OMITRE sidrif)apathotthendlecombaise Hifnerbus tectrmbagiessr 108,
In accordance with the present invention, the renote control device 104

my be adapmmdﬁché%E @Eﬁﬁ@bgiaa, gabrépr&ﬁdokexé&%néewmﬁgs On dobise] hei ver

108 20 recelvi pre-sel ecte predetermned content from the content
source 110 ol 0P} af 600N R0 ol s R BN, Sirs e
el non- pr oor ARl E 2B e medi & consumer . and mmy be associ ated wi th {he
predet ef i Ned CRLENLAA. S bl M5 BLEE 20 il bR IbBnb) e FHBYE: whA™ " ©

medi
display technology 112. For example, some computers have video displays and

speakers build in.
In the embodiment 100, the receiver 108 comprises a detector 106 fo
receive remote control sighals from a remote conirol device 104. The remote
: 15 control device 104 comprises at least one control 102 which, when opera_ted by a
media consumer (a person who desires to exper_ietice medié content), may
transmit the remote control signal to the detector 106 6f the receiver 108.
_ D . In accordance with the present invention, the remote control device 104

"~ may be adapted such that operation of control A102 results -in the recelver 108

20 receiving pre-selected, predetermined content from the content source 116. The
remote control-device 104 may be programmed by a manufacturer, distributor, or
other entity to select the predetermined content when activated by a media

~-consumer. The remote control device may be non-programmable by the media .

‘consumer, and may be associated with the predetermined content at a time prior

25 to providing the remote control 104 to the media consumer. For example,
_ . _




WD 03/ 026283 10/ 03/2006 PCTI US02126187 operating control 102 may & It in
the receiver 108 receiving a nusical Selection, a television g‘a&g}r 3?25906 :
movie, a spPPiPR§?Event, a preview video clip, a nmovie trailBCaUSIRREIS7
pre-sel ected pay-by-time or pay-per-view content, a nusical concert, a
pre-sel ected advertisenent, or any other audio, visual, or audio-visual
content, ppperatingcorirol 402 raasstasuémﬂiamepﬁverhw& @weeivinga Mmysigal geleck@n.pri or
to providing the renote control device to the nedia consuner. That is, the
renot e cont adeleslisicncprogsamna hovigea spogingeeventparproviewr ¥deo €lipoatmeyvie but a
‘speci al purpose renote control for selecting the content previously -

det er m ned trgildriviip; preeselectet papbyimevordeay-pdriipw eofitesh anmuaicaketwgitnant of
renote control device 104 fornmed with 10 |l ogic to cause receiver 108 to
recei ve preggi-ssisitas hdvertisemient, Renaiye othentaudio, vistwal,car aldioviguabeostent)ct ur ed
'with logic and/or circuitry to include an access code 202 and an access
time 2045 Lpgi-Selédtéd @ahdCissetiatadywith tHe renfote ol devidd priordevprodidingathpr ovi de
one or nmore controls and associated data is well-known to those skilled in

the art andrathéte cBRrolRRVILRIE thdRRdidcdrisuie! THiR IS ithe REAGeTonrbIAG®RS8S code
202 15 may 1dentify content associated with the access code 202, and

oS, g M G 51558 S0 09 g s ety

applied to to ena el'ver 108 to receive

access- prot Fo%%%gﬁﬁd‘{lﬁ%nt&ﬂ?ﬁbw@%@é}s@%h% 'bgw.eofe ¥ cBHirbl prBvigepnt ent The

access code e acce _ ause the receiver 108 to tune
bediod of time AaduEa RIOVE P eriaelnele bt {4l FoRRSLAALE 10T RART WAL Cnce
may 1 ook veltale, WoeRiGE BpeRRT icp y, PRe FrsRBiinac, B Refen B ce
B cmal SRS SRR P BB By b BRMBR oS St ©

202 and an access time 204. Logic and/or circui_try within a remote control device

{o provide one or mq're controls and associated data is.well-known to those skilled

in the art and will not be described in further' detail herein. The access code 202

15 may identify content associated with the access code 202, and provided by the

content source 116. Also, the access code 202 may be applied to the content

source 116 to enable the receiver 108 to receive access-protected content, such

as pay.-pe_r-view or pay-by-ime content. The acdess 6ode 202 arid the access
time 204 may c‘:é.*use the receiver 108 to tune to the confent séurce 116 and to
20 receive th_e- associated con{ent for a period of time according to the access time
204, For example, in response to receipt of the access code 202 and the accesls
time 204, 'the receiver 108 may receive pay-per-view or pay-by-time content from
the content source 116 for a period of ten minutes. This may provide a sampier,

~preview, or promotional consumption of the content by the media consumer, and




5 WD 03/026283 10/ 03/2006 PCT/ US02/26187 may |l ead to the nedia_co r
3 adaaos

provi di ng pmréb\t; f&lr addi tional content beyond that which is
the sanpler, p 28 . or pronotion. |In another enbodi nent, tRETASH/2NE?

source 116 may conprise a digital versatile disk (DvD) player coupled to
the receiver 108 by way of a coaxial cable, 5 fi ber'o_?tic cabl e, or other
t echnol ogy. M#kleadipthe media eansymer psoviding paymeahior additioraicontand beyond
circuitry to include DVD section codes 206. The DVD section codes 206 may
i denti fy sedidtyvichhis movided in thetsampler, preyiave oripmraptiondent | y accessed. For
exanpl e, the section codes 206 may identify the introduction of a digital
movi e, a fight sbeaaothgr |esskodipente the roontanddiource 1118 enayi eomiptise \a tigitahe
actors and the director, outtakes, and so on. Qperating the control 102
may result ivarsatite disic @PVB) plager caupied taihetroesivef f08 nvaPdPaswakiaboable,
identified by the codes 206. OF course, the renote control device 104

m ght cofmpr ifiver mplici gible, oprdthel $echealtigyc dheessmoidi Bentis) deVid® RACHIagn or
i ndi vidual content portion. Operating a corresponding control may result

i n the receicomprid®dogie cand/ongiradiy ot intladef DVDessstiohesszdps, PP BeDt i on.
A renote control device enbodi nent 104 conprising DVD sections codes nmay

be provi dedséctiororjodsst 06 Ydyh iderdP Sictins Bprbvmar&h%gt aiHaRChRY b8 of

included in the DVD di sk case. In another enbodi nent, t recei vef 108 may

conpri se a ¥iddpenderllyCadcRsséd rvrd8arhpieNine dEGioheBies fﬂﬁ”{ﬂﬂeio%ﬁgfyﬁlgtelm

may conprise logic and/or 20 circuitry to 1 nclude programrecor

Ot i - Rt O kRl AR 56l A TR, 8 i BB
e ConGt wiRUhE Reki® e AT Soutfeny SR IE bl el Pheio
may result in the receiver 108 receiving the different DVD sections identified by
the codes 206. Of course, the remote control clievice 104 might comprise muitiple
controls, each corres.ponding to a DVD section or individuat content portion.
Operating aéorresponding control may result in the receiver 108 recelving content
15 of the corresponding DVD section. A remote coﬁtroi device embodiment 104
comprising DVD sections codeé may be provided in cohjuncﬁon with a DVD disk,
for example, attached to or included in the DVD disk case.
| :) In another embodiment, the receiver 108 may comprise a video cassette
l_'ecorder (VCR). The remote control device 104 may comprise logic and/or
- 20 cireuifry fo include program recording details 208._0perating the control 102 of the
remote control device 104 may program the receiver 108 to receive and record
predeterminéd content from the content source 116. For examplé, the recording -
details 208 may comprise a channel identifier, a recording date, a start recording
time, and an end recording time to record a television broadcast or other content.

25 . Operation of the control 102 may result in providing these recording details to the
6




time, and an end recording tinme to record a tel evision broadcast 2& gther
content’. Zﬁyggg? 'Qn of the control 102 may result in providin 23£2006
recordi ng S'to the 6 WD 031026283 10/ 03/2006 PCT/ USO 268G ei ver
108, in which case the receiver 108 may be progranned to receive the
predeterm ned content .of the identified chan on the identified te,
during the *’?Qfé‘fﬁﬁﬂ%em Whirk qagedoe spceiver 1(9%6"'?15 bP&fSQ@FBE%JTER/'%ﬁW@%P

recei ver 108 operates. |In another enbodinent, the renote control  device 104
may conpri s@r te@'i‘%ﬁ?“*ﬁ%‘aftﬂ‘@ﬁd%tﬁegfchéﬁﬂ?'é?ﬂ they igepiified fate, tte

net wor k. For exanp I dentification 210 may I se a Unlforn1Resource
Locator of - HerBPGImPIialenal 3roomNa alarby WhEndas raaeher 108 GPemish o
conputer of the Internet. The content of the nedia file may be streanmed or
downl oaded to t hi aeetber embadimant thegemete coptrologrics 110d Mayecon pataBont r ol
‘devi ce 104. 10 The receiver 108 may be adapted to accept and respond to
commands5t oidenéfieationp28@eokcohieat! storedenn, ascomputermpetwork: eEel w@mpiesm t he
renote control device. For exanple, the receiver 108 may be adapted to
accept and idesfification®10rragicpmpride atunifeorn Resovomel Bforafd raecdieSie,suchs 204,
so that the receiver 108 nmay negotiate receipt of the content fromthe

cont ent souag@anlduiid or vitibe filef sturéd bré démpster otitheflnfermat. Tia berteatiefithat i ons
to the receiver may include logic to interpret and - respond to the receipt

of comandsriedis fileeay iy biréathéd oP\dawpRstide@NtoCiPEaBceil&e 108 af ebsfRsd @8 may
be adapted to locate and receive content fromnedia files identified by

U&s provi dgge@ﬁn%ﬂ%feﬁmégomﬁéqlcquw ce 104. These are only a few of
possi bl e adaptations that are possible to the receiver 108, according

to 20 i@e 1 Ml epROt SR 108 rHAY Be 3d8PRASo PR FRBbnd fPcOhnfanbE 1t &

control device in
select predetermined content, such commands received from the remote control

device. For example, the receiver 108 may be adapted o accept and respond to
receipt of the access code 202 and access fimes 204, so that the receiver 108
may negotiate receipt of the content from the content source 116 for the identified
15 period of time. Other adaptations to the recelver may include {ogic o interpret and
respond to the receipt of commands to select pérticular DVD section codes. The
receiver 108 may be adabted to locate and receive content from media files
' ) identified by URLs provided by the remote control dé\fice 104. These are only a |
| | few of the possible adaptations that are possible to the receiver 108, according to
20 the implementation.
| Figure 3 shows an embodiment 120 of a remote confrol device in
- accordance with the pres'ent invention, In one emb;‘)diment, the remote control
device 120 is formed as a character good known by consumers fo be associated
with the predetermined content so as to identify the content associated with the

25 operation of the remote control device. Hence, the remote control device 120 may
; ;




accorda‘nce with the present invention. In one enbodinent, the rgw(&
contr ol w ce 120 is fornmed as a character good known - by cons (80@66
associ at ed g P23 predeterm ned content so as to identifyPCHRYUSEHMIGIENL
associated with the 25 operation of the renote control device. Hence, the
renote control device 120 may 7 WD 03/026283 10/03/2006 PCT/USQ2/ 26187 be
formed to |dmormgdfc@ldqun@dhamgmsum&rethe@ﬁn@ﬁt theh the raseivepd@d will 108

will receive as a result of the operation of the renpte control device. In
one enbodi rreeeive tase & aesule of olier operation cef iED remoten cantiol deviee. 1N kK¥fess of
a character, prop, or other object associated with the content. For

exanmpl e, t heersbodiment then[mmtedeuntmé dmfycebémolsmn&d n tha Ilike@%ﬁseﬁérﬂ ative
of the Bart Sinpson character of "The Sinpsons” television program for
exanpl e. Opeshatacher, phap, oreother object asdocitted adthithe confentesbion ekamplee the
receiver 108 receiving content 118 including the Bart Sinpson character
(e.g., "Bhe rémaojescordrol deview nsydre formgd @s)a dollliepresentzties ob ther Bart Gmpsan 120
may be operated by operating a control 102, or in 10 one embodi nent by

si nply squehardttar optTieg VBif®soRYTI wlémo:mgpregranntwra@tamme @pichatirige thieenot e
control device. In one enbodinent, the renote control device conprises

only a si ng'rém@té‘bétﬁl'olfdéinc‘éeiﬂh ?Q‘e&bﬂ? lﬁ(ﬂfé Feteivel M08 réBYivipg catistitnt Bgeous
for operation by small children, for exanple. Operation of the single

control My js<NRaTRY ¥ B%Hg%?dg%gn%a%@{eﬁgtﬁfé@moﬁgﬁéﬁ\hscﬁﬁrpréégﬁm).ﬁ

medi a consuner. In one e ment, the te control device my

L6t or m 10 TeeRE ORI Delite RoTHAPLS dtfarod by erding Fbpp S0z, or n

determ ne nunber o evice may
ope ot . SFksBh i BTS00 o B BBLRSAY  °
' with the remote control device. In one embodiment, the remote control device
comprises only a single control for selecting the content. This may be
advantageous for operation by small children, for example. Operation' of the
single control may commence rendering of the predetermined content for the
| 15 media consumer. |
In one embodiment, the remote control device méy be programmed to be
operable for a single use, or for-a limited pre-determined number of uses. Thatis,
3 _ the remote control device may operate to select the identified content only a
predetermined number of times, after which the remote control device becomes
20 nonfunctional for content selection. In a sense, ‘the remote control devi'c'e_‘
becomes disposable. As such, the disposable remote control device may be used
in a variety of content rﬁarketing'schemes (e.g., to promote television programs,
movies, sporting events, and the like). |
The remote control device may be formed into a sélet_:ted character, prop,

25 or other object associaied with selected content and may be provided as a




20 nonfunctional for content selection. In a sense, the renote canjrol

devi ce’ becones di sposabl'e. As such, the disposable renote cont A8/ 42286
may be usedV 00026283, | ety of content marketing schemes (e.g.BCIUSHI26187t €
tel evision prograns, novies, sporting events, and the like). The renote
control device may be forned into a selected character, prop, 25 or other
obj ect assodiremetionl titens i earjwtion withrthe amarketing loé ther contepid Ber exagnphe)

03/ 026283 10/ 03/ 2006 PCT/ US02/ 26187 pronotional itemin conjunction w'th

t he mar ket i dor adceshdo dbet'Bamney Frlevisiampiogramf the @owds cohtvolt deviceBaag \be

tel evision program the renote control device nay be fornmed into the shape
of the Barndgrmudthimie ties shapel ofthenBameli dhdradiere @ndswitdrea chlldoiogeezay thel
device, the receiver nmay be tuned so as to receive the "Barney" 5

tel evi si on pemgtenvontis) device tHeseckiver RigUbé Minddhso bebirecsivatiicotBatagy’ce may
‘be- sold or given away to consuners in order to pronote increased view ng
of the el eslevision mbﬁgmmro lagvertiet e progham! the fehfote @BRE6 dsWide Bhy @Rvi ce
may be formed into the shape of a sports item (possibly including the |ogo

of a local poRf 6SgiveRAways RPESHEUNRA N oMl WRRIbIORRISARM GiawrRSof e

di splay and/or recording 'of a 10 current televised sporting event. Wile

certain featdieRsiofprédiam, MHembl .e%’r‘nﬁi_eb e};ﬂdté%&ﬁ@élg@vﬁa 6& Fdiffkd

herein, nmany nodificallons, substitutlons, changes and equival ents Wwll now
occur tot . Ski. i . At | 0 . d that
t he appenple(q-_R g ?I‘éalgfﬁr#egggb %R{’%ﬁﬁ%‘h (P %ési%tiqclgcf]rﬁé g{?ciﬁﬁ%@g%o,ig?majtwg@éﬁéﬁ%hanges
ils Tﬁielj :Mst gb&t& qgam%SWEﬁHewﬁeQ'I Bbgra?e];d tcgt?se'sm{l'?emalls%?ay %gé}%?"/régggin\émgft a'’

10 current televised sporting event.

While certain features of the invention have been illustrated as described

herein, many modifications, substitutions, changes and equivalents will now occur

to those skilled in the art. It is, therefore, to be understood that the appended

claims are intended to cover all such embodiments and changes as fall within the

15 true spirit of the invention.




N
!

1. A nethod conprising: formng a special purpose renpote control, device,
such that the appearance of the special 5 purpose renote cont r di0 d%@?@@OG
functions to identify predeterm ned content to a consuner; and configuring
the renote control device to select and cause the rendering of only the
predeterm ned content when activated by the consuner, the renote control
device being operable for only a predeterm ned nunber of uses. 10 2. The

met hod of ghalidRidmedirer ei n configuring the special purpose renote control

device to select the predeterm ned content further conprises: configuring
t he speci al purpose renote control device wth logic to select at |east a
portion of l.one AMmehedsopgrising: ew cont ent and pay-by-tinme content. 15 3. The

met hod of cl al rrbrhngm@é&du Burs&@frérwéé bd?.golfdlaﬁces ﬁhf%lmQH;SpQQ.%ﬁce o?ﬁ?tsﬁecfépnt rol

dEVIC6§Z 28 %ﬁ q ig ned content furtfher conprises: iguring the
speci al® pf ﬁpog%refng PRCOHIP &"Ctt?@?ﬁ"d‘éenm’ PrRYsiepned P‘ES“%‘H"@CCP"%.‘WET &%t one of
a nusical sel exorfiguing tae rembte vordioodevipe bgelachandicavse ihe renderimg of @i the¢oncert, a

sporting eyefetermifeddoRiéhtiien ¥hidRoY ISSJ thPeondurer dhd BfotscBRRI dEhicPpeidd an
adverti senent cJaim1l, wherein configuring the special

pur pose ré’GMbb§%ﬁ$¥%ngﬁwrﬁﬁgPﬂ“m§8+ﬁﬁi predet ermi ned content further

conprises: configuring the special purpose rempte control device with |ogic

to seliect 22 seqhé MBS of clMP!, WABeRRbafigarmgIne shB&al Bﬁ{)ggéqel%te &Ln%blme&ce gherein

configuring the s D e renote control device to select
predeternlg%%h“HH¥F%Fm?%w?wgwiﬁgﬁﬁ?wgﬁ?s configuring the special purpose
remot e contr ol codigirog thaispérid pughase ramotaaphirg deviceavith doitwsalegt atdhestiace to record

the predep6iish 6T@fe SPR-BMvieWtSHEAAnPIayRRAR bRt he predeterm ned content.
30 6. The nethod of claim1, wherein configuring the special purpose renote

control device to
16 3 The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the special purpose remote control device to

select predetermined content further comprises:
configuring the special purpose remote control device with logic to select at least one of a
musical selection, a television program, a movie, a musical concert, a sporting event, a preview
video clip, a trailer video clip, and an advertisement.
20
4. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the special purpose remote control device to
select predetermined content further comprises:
configuring the special purpose remote control device with logic to select a section of
DVD content.
25
_ 5. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the special purpose remote control device to
select predetermined content further comprises:
configuring the special purpose remote control device with logic to configure a receiving
device to record the predetermined content instead of rendering the predetermined content.
30
6. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the special purpose remote control device to
select predetermined content further comprises:
configuring the special purpose remote control device with logic to configure a receiving
device to select predetermined content available on a computer network.
35
7. The method of claim 1, wherein the special purpose remote control device is formed in
the shape of a character good identifying the predetermined content to the consumer.
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sel ect predeterm ned content further conprises: configuring the_s /eci 2I
pur pose renote control device with logic to configure a receivi rlréyp Q2o 6
to sel ect predeterm ned content available on a conmputer network. 35 7. The
met hod of claim 1, wherein the special purpose renote control device is
formed in the shape of a character good identifying the predeterm ned
content to the consuner. 10 10/03/2006 8. An apparatus conprising: a

speci al purpose renote control device configured to sel ect predeterm ned
content andg be QPSLaRLE fisi s?I y a predeterm ned nunber of uses, and whose
appearance functions to 5 1dentify the predeterm ned content to a consuner,
wher ei n act i vat i DPeEf! PHRBSIHBR!E sgnirpldeyierseonficoradttesaiondredeterdiesd @atehyant he
consumer calfs@srable fie onlga detetagined n@ibey ofuss, BREMRLE EIHRS GG,  Or
perceptign ibéhtifym:'e ﬁ%&”ﬁfﬁe{dcoﬁt nt §00%lerggrat us of claims8, erein the

speci al purpose rermte_cc_)ntrofa evice I's 10 configured to be operable for
only a single ud¥eH5{ FefEtns g seacial pumose ramoteontra tevise bf the lcansom&:; cawdeer i n

t he speci althpgngsgseofpeltitereiotiniald coayit &2 pbrSedih BRRL ddlsunidie shape of a
character good identifying the predeterm ned content to the consuner. 15
11. The appar at s of claim$8, wherein the special purpose renote control
device is for rreg § #PP2iafs OLHRIR & Wrereiinthe Bijesiet puindestembtgicongrot desiceisedet er i ned
cont ent10t o cerfiguredtoda wperabld @t onfhesirRRe 8§ s c6subdi M 8, wherein the speci al
pur pose renote control device conprises a single control, which when

acti vat ed,1 aUSﬁi t he rend?ri ng of only the predeterm ned content for 20
perception By the PBHEYRRClIM & whekl tapasialpurpossiremdte contre!, devibeeis Eirmed ihe
speci al puihpakape vEadacogiod dlenthgvy thepredeterP @ EMENED tHeQosEact . When
activated, the predeterm ned content prior to distribution to the consuner
and t heg spgTCi aITH%%r ose renpote control device is non-programmuabl e by the
CONSUMET . 5 pparatus of claim 8, wherein the special purpose remote control device is formed in

the shape of an object identifying the predetermined content to the consumer.

12. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the special purpose remote control device comprises a
single control, which when activated, causes the rendering of only the predetermined content for
20  perception by the consumer.

13.  The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the special purpose remote control! device is
programmed to select, when activated, the predetermined content prior to distribution to the

consumer and the special purpose remote control device is non-programmable by the consumer.

25
14, The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising:
logic to select at least a portion of one of pay-per-view content and pay-by-time content.
15. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising:
30 logic to select at least one of a musical selection, a television program, a movie, a
musical concert, a sporting event, a preview video clip, a trailer video clip, and an advertisement.
16. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising:
logic to select a section of DVD content.
35

17. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising:
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14. The apparatus of claim8, further conprising: logic to select /elt | east
a portion of one of pay-per-view content and pay-by-tine cont end 0713/ 2006
apparatus of claim8, further conprising: 30 logic to select at |east one
of a nusical selection, a television program a novie, a nusical concert,
a sporting event, a preview video clip, a trailer video clip, and an
advertisenent. 16. The apparatus of claim8, further conprising: logic to

sel ect a sect i onlogit toldvhligo@Rtrediving 3ich fo rERSd HRRAL f I8y off Urt her
conpri si ng: re?a&eﬁ%g{hg%{e%ggrﬁ,irlegginqenfo conf i gur e z% Fg%}glﬁr{?;aﬁarﬁ%gwtg%d o record

t he predeterm ned content Instead of renderi ng the predeterm ned content.
18. The apparatus of claim@8, further conprising: 5 logic to configure a
recei ving d#vi ceTheapspdtescdf clpimeg] RRdrkbApEingoNt ent avail able on a conputer

net wor k.5 12 logic to configure a receiving device to select predetermined content available on a

computer network.
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