
This invention provides a method for estimating a lead
time of a process. This lead time may be that for a
normal delivery, express delivery, earliest possible
delivery, and so on. This lead time is necessary
before a reasonably accurate quotation or process
planning can be provided. A process capacity profile
is first generated 



for each constituent process step. Any infeasible
capacities within the capacity profile are identified
and repaired. Likewise any critical cpacities are
identified and repaired if necessary. 


