2224635 -1- BABY CARRIER This inventi'on'relates to baby carriers of the
type 5 “designed principally for carrying a baby in a _sitti,n ition
adj acent the back or. front of a user's torso. One type of Qég%bgg
carrier includes an upright box 10 frame supporting a fabric seat upon
whichsa baby sits. Shoulder straps with their opposite ends connected,

respedtivelyz to the top and the bottom of tthe frame are used to hold the
frame in position on the user, nmuch like a rigid-frane rucksack. 15 In

anot her type of known baby carrier theégggzcgag&bgid frame but instead the

baby is held in a fabric bag which pro ble seat at its closed,
bottomend. Laterally spaced holes are provided at the 20 bott om end of
t he bag toI receive the baby's |egs. Shoul der straps are connected at
respective laterally ,spaced | qcations . tQwards the,to t f bag
and the baby may g IIﬁPWﬁﬁ% ié@lggefhe%PrgﬁPYb a?%geugeﬁggk 8r§§%e25
Baby carrierss such dessigneshprintdpalillye fors ¢arayingr gnbabyt dhna sitting

di sadvantages.  FQios it iHPNG acefitoO Wt hed2Bhckar birel $rbnevi 8¢ | asubbiroisent
support for the baby to be full’y safe and secure, and the position in which
30 the baby nust®¥#-<carried while supported in the device may be

I nconvenient and restrictive for the baby and for the user. Mreover, known

baby carriers such g e ofe Xowre badRo @ rdiers arenidesC aRPugrighavbog i n
10 frame supporting a fabric seat upon which a baby sits.
Shoulder straps with their opposite ends connected,
, respectively, to the top and the bottom of the frame
o are used to hold the frame in position on the user,
much like a rigid-frame rucksack.
15
~In another type of known baby carrier there 1is no
rigid frame but instead the baby is held in a fabric
bag which provides a flexible seat at its closed,.
‘bottom end. Laterally spaced holes are provided at the
20 bottom end of the bag to receive the baby's legs.
Shoulder straps are connected at respective laterally
spaced locations towards the top and bottom of the bag
and the baby may generally be carried at the front of
the user's torso.
, 25
\_/ Baby carriers such as those described suffer from
certain disadvantages. For instance, known baby
carriers provide insufficient support for the baby to
be fully safe and secure, and the position in which
30 the baby must be carried while supported in the device
may be inconvenient and restrictive for the baby and
for the user. Moreover, known baby carriers such as
those described above are somewhat complex, having in
various cases a back cloth, a bag, holes for the
35 baby's 1legs, and a rigid frame. This complexity makes



vari ous cases a back cloth, a bag, " holes for the 35 . baby's |egs, -
and a rigid frame. This conplexity makes -2- the baby carrier difficult
to use and to handle, and of course increases its producti.on cost..The /
principal object of this invention is to overcome or at least, to mtigate:

t hese and ot her di sadvantages. 5 Wth th < -object in viewand in ,..J
accordance with this invention, we propose a baby carrier including a first
strap for exthadbalgy icamskenrdifiticult &osuse podttohandle uaad of \gewrse g

pai r of shoulder p$+ L0 Aaski9no%ektt he user's shoul ders and connect ed
to the firstlggfgg%ég gtragr%or?kgnnl associated with the shoul der straps

for passing under the crotch of a baby carried in the baby carrier, and a

pair of secopfoshiiaReipathopfjetit Ot ithid nReriicmeai£neb tovéteone ror atrap
and at the other end tQ.

at | €éa one of. the shqul der straps, to define a
cradl e for theashbyosBIELGRLS these apd ?ﬁgefngéﬁﬁggﬁn%Pg§ des a sinple
structuge mhiﬁh Is easy to handl e, which can be folded readily when not in
use, an i gh _can_be quickly, shaped. 4.nto aky c ' degs :
pr ef erredvgn%cﬁﬁ rreﬁgé,s tﬂ‘B%%FaﬁSo?ﬁ%% ia;i-n&; %‘rt?gtﬁggp QP E% sﬁ(l)ﬁflde?'hls
straps, and theestdohjewesprapesar @ bebyecarties dncdudingta fhest| strap
strap. Conve Ig'ntelg(t en ?42% fﬁfs‘)&@?a Shf8naSat! g&sgtt% HITASI [df¥ €a Olifep? st he

pair of shoul"der "StTaps. so preferred that the two shoul] der straps
are arr angedvieAsti,agopaliky ofr shouddercsirabs £6T1 BARSANG BYeL, Ehe BEeT of,

at whi ch thegphaylhdes ahd@RorHetEd 2P| thé Of Nesk Strap, 24 stpapeportion
Conveni ently, each shoulder strap is atfached at oge end taq
10 associated with the shoulder straps for passing under the .
crotch of a baby carried in the baby carrier, and a pair of )
second straps each of which is linked at one end to the first
strap and at the other end to at least one of the shoulder

straps, to define a cradle for the baby’s waist or hips.

15 The invention provides a simple structure which is easy to
handle, which can be folded readily when not in use, and which
can be quickly shaped into a baby carrying mode.

In preferred embodiments, the strap portion is a portion of
the shoulder straps, and the shoulder Straps are connected

20 directly to the first strap. Conveniently, each second strap
is linked to a respective one of the pair of shoulder straps. ! )
It is also preferred that.fhe two shoulder stfaps are arranged "’/
in diagonally crossing relation to form a crossover port{on,
at which the shoulder straps are suitably Jjoined to one

25 another.

Conveniently, each shoulder strap is attached at one end to
the first strap and the other end has an adjustable-length
portion, whereby the length of the shoulder strap can be
adjusted to suit the user and to cater for differently-sized

30 babies. The adjustable-length portion may comprise looped
adjustment straps which are adjustable by a slidable buckle.
Each adjustable-length portion suitably carries



the first strap and the other end has an” adjustabl e-1ength portion, whereby
the length of the shoulder strap can be adjusted to suit the user and to
cater for di.fferently-sized 30 babies, The adjustable-length portion nmay
conpr.i se | ooped adjustnent straps which are adjustable by a slidable
buck|e. Each adjustable-length portion suitably carries -3- a buckle
portidn whereby the _baby carrier may be 3eeured to the user. A further

preferred feature i aguggmgr ngyléﬂpp@ﬁéréb thdENHSBy Saehi & Ray be

shoul der support, i ch a attag he shoulder straps and which s
advant ageous! y r eno®86PE®d| FOoF %r“fﬁﬁt this invention may be -nmore readily
10 under st ood, reference wll now be nmade, by way of exanple, to

the acconpanying dr gwi @Gﬁtharmbfafe&a&rfeémﬁe ajd r%tu@@ﬂ%éﬂ'%u#&ﬂ; of
a baby carrier constructed in cor dance %iéﬁ? his inven

baby carrying node; "ePRBEFe 25PCh a5 8,509 onafP 9¥QWVYQﬁ ?ﬁF? ed
Figure 1; 20 FiguretBeisshbpbdepecstna95|emndowhes@onmla@yant&@qpusﬂyl
Figure 4 is a front gh@ygﬁlgnal vi ew corresponding to Figure 1 but show ng
the baby carrier in a non-operational node; Figure 5is a
front elevational view showing another formof baby carrier constructed
in accordance wi th rhi sordeentthat stlbis nginvenbibdy ceayi dve imoxe freadily

10 understood, reference will now be made, by way of
example, to the accompanying drawings in which:

A Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a baby carrier
A constructed in accordance with this invention, in a
15 baby carrying mode;

Figure 2 is a rear elevational view corresponding to
Figure 1;

20 Figure 3 is a perspective view corresponding to Figure
1;

Figure 4 is a front elevational view corresponding to
Figure 1 but showing the baby carrier in a flat,
25 non-operational mode; '

/ Figure 5 is a front elevational view showing another
form of baby carrier constructed in accordance with
this invention, showing the baby carrier in a flat,

30 non-operatibnal mode;

Figure 6 is a perspective view corresponding to Figure
5 but showing the baby carrier in a baby carrying
mode.

35
Referring firstly to Figures 1 to 4 of the drawings, a
baby carrier constructed in accordance with this



30  non-operational node; Figure 6 i's a-perspective view correspondi ng
to Figure 5 but showi ng the baby carrier in a baby carrying node. 35
Referring firstly to Figures 1 to 4 of'the drawi ngs, a baby carrier,

: . : \ . : s
constructed in accordance with this -4- invention conprises a first Y,

support strap (a) and a pair of second supgort straps (el,e2). One end of.-.
each support strap (el,e2) is linked to The “first support strap (a) by‘*’
rings (bl,b2) andihhenuubarcemgruseseaeﬂlﬁst ‘support sesapct (g oaad ok a

pair of shoul de ?d%§p§egﬁhdcg%p€éifr§@¥aégr?b@geﬁz 'Bﬁsréﬁﬁ L£SBaRsk:

One end of each s stra f Q ortron of
the first supportsgPPSiS't P&fa ?ﬁeeg is lypked tengheor figstn SEHBBFBer
strap (cl,c2) hssrap r¢apebyi xéngar (bb|b2) eagihthér apheor endnisospwedi ng
a '°°ped aSJ“St”EQB EtE%EgSEkaé)ogad st'bdaﬁéfrbusk'e ﬁ%?l&é} QEEQgEed

an
buckle portion 15(cl.c@py §HBIFH¥ 895@+ngoéﬁeanﬁﬁfﬁggn%n§ 4PRap (i 2)
carries a fenmal e buckle portion (j). The shoulder straps (cl,c2) are in

mitually crossi naofleagggaber gheh QRSN B-ENGr A48, TEELa) 006! Bafed! 18 Pfe

crossover portion e crossover
portion (d), tﬁéntF?ﬁsP°r§aBBon EP?aﬁifﬁ SWBPPEE §E€Gﬂd §appor t TBEr aps

(el ,e2) defone twethpeni agd Weifcheashusshoeldexve stbapy' cipg2) has a
respective variable-length strap portion comprising a
looped adjustment strap (il,i2) and a slidable buckle
(11,12) attached to an end thereof. One looped

adjustment strap (il) carries a male buckle portion \?

15 (k) and the other looped adjustment strap (i2) carries
a female buckle portion (j).

The shoulder straps (cl,c2) are in mutually crossing
diagonal relationship and are sewed together at a

20 crossover portion (d) adjacent the first support strap
(a). The crossover portion (d), the first support
strap (a) and the second support straps (el,e2) define
two openings which in use receive a baby's legs.

25 A shoulder support holder-(h) and a shoulder support
strap (f) extend between the shoulder straps (cl,c2)

and, in use, receive and retain a shoulder support | |

(g), which is inserted therebetween. .

30 The baby carrier of this invention can carry a baby in

either of two positions, one with the baby facing

towards the user, and the other with the baby facing

away from the user. Only the arrangement with the baby

facing towards the user will be described, it being

35 understood that the converse arrangement simply
- involves a reversal of the baby's position.

[4



25‘ A shoul der support holder (h)and”a shoul der support strap (f)
receive and retain

extend between the shoul der straps (cl,c2) and, in use,
a shoul der support (g), which is inserted therebetween.

carrizer of this invention can carry a baby in either of

30

The baby

two positions,

one W,th the baby facing towards the user, and the other with the baby
facing away fromthe user. Only the arrangengent with the baby facing

t ds th i b i bed Lt . Dbej 35
uards e User b bhele S Baki arridt LE°LASSR, po JI5E I pacidotn

st ood

posi tion. - 5 - vhen chesbabercpertioni ¢d) Wikl hihieohadisr ikadieafacing
the crossover porti@gyhglisthé Qhéupdebeéuﬁﬁ&kttla Ng topyd dspdpie’ shopdgier
ro

The first 8 SuppERbds FREORAR. thflo SRRRHER IR TRt d O EB%hnd

the crossoveb portienppd¥t Fheapaby)is thenseécoénddsuppert stwapar(erend
Then, the. adj ust rentey he) FRGSsobSE FErtive (4} [omna Wiy 1€ g srted
: connector
passed through th&? Ff‘ﬁgbg%’KZ‘farﬁh%r g’ﬁé €16‘F he?eh%‘ﬁ? mett
carrying the femal earennpassed(] pver pubsedusér bsighshdwlders). (biTherr rdhey,
the male (k) and fegBhgstinéntOBELEH O] P17 CaPrpiies tHd nLIWAUHRItd L SEEYr e
t he baby cargier in,pdsition. .15 Wﬁh ﬁ@ cl ear &&5 ?ab 's back is
supported satBly byiBhe BAFFGAt F@?mé tHRe hPE WP i%"‘inb&é%eaower
adjustment strap (i2) carrying the female connector
(j) is passed through the ring (bl).

b - male (k) and female (j) connectors

are

daids 2 (91 527

Finally, the
pushed into

engagement to secure the baby carrier in position.

15

As will be clear, the baby's back is supported safely
by the support (g) and the baby's waist is embraced by
the second support straps (el,e2). Thus, the baby is
held securely and comfortably in position adjacent the

20 user's torso.

Referring now to Figures 5 and 6,

another embodiment
of the invention facilitates connection of the
adjustment straps (il,i2) to the first support strap
25 (a). To this end, female buckle portions (jl,j2) are

30

35

carried by the ends of the first support strap (a) and
the adjustment straps (11}12) have male buckle
portions (k1,k2). The adjustment straps (il,i2) can
be connected to the first support strap (a) simply by

connecting the female buckle portion (j2) to the male

buckle portion (kl), and the female buckle portion
(j1) to the male buckle portion (k2). Thus, there is
no need to pass the buckle portions or the adjustment
straps through rings (bl,b2).

As will be clear to those skilled in the art, the baby
carrier of this invention is simple in structure and



the second support straps (el,e2). Thus, the baby is held securely and .-
confortably in position adjacent the 20 user's torso. Reéferring nowto .
Figures 5 and 6, another enbodinment of the invention facilitates
connecti on of the adjustnent straps (il,i2) to the first support strap
25 (a). To this end, fenmale bucklep@tHions (j1,j2) are carried by g
the ends of the first support strap (a) and the adjustnent straps
(il,i2) havis ea®ycto hamdle. pOttisnadaptabke)to cahryadpvwssieat oftbaby
(il,i2) can e cqnne Q. t f kst r ) <B4 [
connecti ng ?%eaagﬂﬁfgiggugﬁﬁeﬁ%&dt#or? (jq%g)téodﬂéeﬁ?r%’fg %ﬁtﬁgypg§fggxegél) ,

and the fensthie oathy ecgmrienof jthia dnveatiem: isuepnsigerabdy cheppeth

there is no e aﬂ@r&h%ie% that e EvElalsle @S the
t hrough rings Fégﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁ W %e | ear to those skilled in the art, the
baby carr Berma¥rkehi 8t pyeEeNEn is sinple in structure and -6- is easy to
handle. It is adaptable to carry any size of baby by adjusting the length

consi der abl yLErBabEr ALBo AT At PO PR PR b cpat: RRLEPE" to®
avai | abl e onthéepreferted exbodirmmts describedshevein it snconpassdsall
invention is _not limte sprefenr efg?ij_ { pEn 856" ped didsa Nakkut
enconpasses ‘éﬂneg#’%%i g‘}é&a%lgﬁr}ga‘?%?égﬁgons -aﬂq?ngﬁvﬁﬂﬁ?fn its sco%lé gs
defined in tdefipedniedthe appendedr claimsqdeor dinskanasu attaehment means
10 other than sewing may be employed to fix straps together, such
as adhesives, rivets, or heat welding.

o



10 ot her than sewing may be enployed~to fix straps together, such as

adhesi ves, rivets, or heat wel ding. - 7 - CLAIMS 1. A baby .carrier
including a-first strap for extending in'use around at |east a portion of a
user’;s waist, a pair of shoul der straps for passing over the user's
shou.Lgers and 5 m ﬂm u first strapz & strap portion associ ated
with the shoul dm“mm “ n) sing under the crotch of a baby carried in
the baby carrier* ahd & phir® of second stcapgMgach of which is |inked at
one end to the first strap and at the other end to at | east one of the

shoul der straps, to define 10 a cradle for the baby's waist or hips. 2. A
baby carrier according to claim1, wherein the strap portion is a portion

of the shoul den shrgasy éd¥ride iHawadsly at f§9§ta#§ﬁ.%9?2ﬁcfe%eﬁd&?§ekét§%%

the first strap. 3. A baby carrier accqording to c wherern

15 portion i ncPF¥0d, 3%, &1 BHoPOEEAOR Shi &h WS thomadst st apaiar eof n
nutual | y crossishguldedt istraps foPapuseihg YverSCORE ﬁgei'osdsﬂéﬁﬁie,r‘@eélgén
t he shoul der5 sEr

S _ar oi ped 1o one another at the crossover portion. b5.
A baby carri®er 3@?‘8?%‘??9 Po&éﬁ et SHEAP B rap PPRELODpasReFiateg with
gpger- body supghet shenielerpcstinapsetbrt cp@s@:h@gtuhherbghg' Sroted d@ca/nbb&yA
aby carrier a gs1.0 , n t upper - SuppRori nenber
extends bet vvee%(a? %gbg h(])'hl Egéaéﬁip%%cﬁl's a:ﬂ%gc%% roPga¥?88ﬁ§b$€’?ﬂ%r%?‘i}?
25 7. A baby c@frweichcder dilmkedo atl sne ot td dihe Eindterstirap lend at the
upper - body supgeherMefBeito at 9¥astPlofie of the shoulder straps, to define

- 10 a cradle for the baby’s waist or hips.
/

2. A baby carrier according to claim 1, wherein the strap
portion is a portion of the shoulder straps, and the shoulder
straps are connected directly to the first strap.

3. A baby carrier according to claim 2, wherein the strap
15 portion includes a crossover portion at which the shoulder
straps are in mutually crossing relation.

4. A baby carrier according to claim 3, wherein the shoulder
straps are joined to one another at the crossover portion.

{ 5. A baby carrier according to any preceding claim, further
20 including an upper-body support member positioned to support
the baby’s upper body.

6. A baby carrier according to claim 5, wherein the upper-body
support member extends between the shoulder straps and is
attached or attachable thereto.

25 7. A baby carrier according to claim 5 or claim 6, wherein the
upper-body support member is removable.

8. A baby carrier according to any preceding claim, wherein
each shoulder strap includes an adjustable-length portion.



8. A baby carrier accord mF to any precedl ng cl aim wherein each. shoul der

strap inc Lmummm‘ t e-length portion. 9. A baby carrier according
to C|alﬁld

ustabl e-lengt.h portion-includes a $liding
buckl e. 10.*A baby carrler according to _any preceding claim. wherein- the
first strap has two rings, a free-end --* Tportion of one 5 shoul der strap

port Pon o8t he ot BEPYSGRPELRE . Besbkifia] Pal ckifiebincty s ifetpus cee

ri ngs-to sadgnstabiebibngthr portion phatudes a sddéding buckAebaby carri er

according to claim10, erein the free-end 10 portions of the shoul der
straps each have co-operabl e buckle neans. 12. A baby carrier according to
any of clalfs A baby carsiernaceserdingttaiany pueceddngi cigimyckhereinns

and wher ei gngag] rFIOUEELAD Shadl this Pihgss- wdfpeéleﬁa pogeidad of ténsecond

15 buckl e rreans t he respectlve first and second buckl e g&ans bei ng

connect &l hey: gﬁEuP&‘PﬂeW Pasgahle | threugh BHea"\fs e Bings pand
carrier, speshgnseeukuble ol @ FHrdfedendgortier of tthe cbenencshbalaer

as--il1ust Let 38 passéd tt?go&g & 3ER2PaRYVENS rd{r?&ms ¥ secure the baby = _
carrier in place on a user...

11. A baby carrier according to claim 10, wherein the free-end
10 portions of the shoulder straps each have co-operable buckle

means. o | U

12. A baby carrier according to any of claims 1 to 9, wherein -—
the first strap has two first buckle means and wherein each

_ shoulder strap has a free-end portion provided with second

15 buckle means, the respective first and second buckle means -
being conhectable to secure the baby carrier -in place on a
user.

| 13. A baby carrier, subs_tantial;y as hereinbefore. described
with reference to, or as --illustrated in, any of the
20 accompanying drawings.




