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(57) Abstract: A video encoder for seamless-connecting chap-
ters without causing errors in a VBV buffer. The video encoder
comprises a recording mode judging means for setting the ini-
tial value of the occupancy amount of a virtual buffer according
to the result of judgment of the seamless connection between a
chapter and its succeeding chapter included in a video signal, an
occupancy amount updating means for updating the occupancy
amount of the virtual buffer, an optimum occupancy amount cal-
culating means for calculating a predetermined optimum occu-
pancy amount from the updated occupancy amount of the virtual
buffer, a target code amount calculating means for calculating a
predetermined target code amount form the video signal of the
succeeding chapter, a target code amount adjusting means for ad-
justing the target code amount so that the sum of the occupancy
amount and the target code amount may not exceed the optimum
occupancy amount, and an encoding means for encoding the video
according to the adjusted target code amount.
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