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(57) Abstract: Fiber lasers for producing Band I wavelengths include a laser cavity having an optical fiber with specific parameters
in length and thickness and doping concentration, and having high reflectivities. Examples show the feasibility of producing such
fiber lasers. Fiber lasers for producing Band IV wavelengths include a depolarized laser oscillator, at least one amplifier and a
polarizer. Depolarized laser oscillator is an inherently depolarized CW laser, or a depolarized laser diode, which is depolarized by
a depolarizer. Additional fiber lasers in accordance with embodiments of the present invention include a double clad active optical
fiber having a pump power entry point for sending pump energy through the active optical fiber in a first direction, and a loop portion
at a second end of the fiber for sending pump energy through the active optical fiber in a second direction which is opposite to the
first direction. A system for coupling light into a fiber in accordance with embodiments of the present invention include a first fiber,
a second double clad fiber, and a bulk optic component positioned between the first and second fibers. A mode stripper included
within the second fiber allows for removal of high power light which is propagated through the outer clad rather than launched into
the core of the second fiber.



