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Use of a compound of formula (1), wherein cach R, which are the sune or ditterent. is H or C,-C,, ulkyl. and X

completes a ring which is a substituted triazine having one of the Tollowing formulae (1) to (1V), wherein R™ is H or C,-C,, alkyl: or
an enol tautomer of a compound of formula (1) in which any ol the groups R or R* is hydrogen: in the manufacture of a medicament
for use s a protein tyrosine phosphatase (PTP) inbibitor. Formulu (1) embrices 2-methyltervenulone. which can be produced by
fermentation ol a novel microbial strain. Fermentation ol the said strain also produces -novel precursors o 2-methyllervenulone
having utility as prodrugs.
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for use as a protein tyrosi ne phosphatase (PTP) inhibitor. Forrmula (1)
enbraces 2-nethyl fervenul one. which can he produced by fernentation of a
novel mcrobial strain. Fernmentation of the said strain also produces novel
precursors to 2-nethylfervenulone having utility as prodrugs.
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