A system for. accessing i nformation stored in a distri®d0eabi ‘n?orrrat,l, B
dat abase provi des a community of intelligent software agents (105). oy
agent (105) can be built as an extention of a known %%99@400) ’ffp"r
drstributed i nformati on system such as the Internet ol
agent (105) is effectively integrated with the viewer (400) EWRN:
pages by rreansmf;'rp he vi GWMMAL%%%B&GM' ntel | i Wi page
store. The tex om t he i nformati oltmjai By s abstracted and TS stored _
wth admmnmcmnwmmmlmmmmmmwmon TRBATY (PC'I')

agent[ y rat1 o T
i nt erfest ser, together with ?fir pf ?i'"f"eias' sE IuE cfﬂ'ﬁ't'l Nzr;"f'“pages @glang
stordd b ser can be notified|{0 |gapinkektiond PeblicativnWate! € | NAkghsh1996501.08.96)
pot erft+at—tnterest—Fhe—keynword—sets—c=a
(21) International Application Number: pcrlenwooy (81) Designated States: AL, AM, A’I‘. AU, AZ, BB, BG, BR, BY,
_ CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, Fl, GB, GE, HU, IS,
(22) International Filing Date: 23 January 1996 (23.0%.96) IP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD,
MG, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD,
_ SE, S, SK, TI, T™, TR, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN,
(30) Priority Data: ARIPO patent (KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ, UG), Eurasian patent
300420.7 23 January 1995423.01.95) EP (AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU, T}, TM), European patent (AT, BE,
(34) C s for which the regiona! or : CH, DE, DK, ES, FR, GB, GR, [E, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT,

international application was filed: GB et al.’ SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, ML,
. ' ) MR, NE, SN, 1D, TG).

(71) Applicant (for all designated States fxcept US): BRITISH
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIC LIMITED COM- | Published
PANY [GB/GB]; 81 Newgate t, London EC1A (GB). With international search report.

(72) Inventors; and

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): DAVIES, Nicholas, John
[GB/GB]; 10 Spindle Wood, Colchester, Essex CO4 48X
(GB). WEEKS, Richard [GB/GB); 44 Glemsford Close,
Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 8UG (GB).

(74) Agent: DUTTON, Erica, Lindley, Graham; BT Group Legal
Services, Intellectual Property Dept., 8th floor, 120 Holbom,
London ECIN 2TE (GB).

(54) Title: METHODS AND/OR SYSTEMS FOR ACCESSING INFORMATION

(57) Abstract _ 05— dos
USERS' PCa
A system for accessing information stored in a distributed m%s
information database provides a community of intelligent software

agents (105). Each agent (105) can be built as an extendion of a
known viewer (400) for a distributed information system such as
the Internet WorldWide Web (W3). The agent (105) is effectively

integrated with the viewer (400) and can extract pages by means of 400
the viewer (400) for storage in an intelligent page store. The text Gumﬁﬂ's W3 VIEWER
from the information system is abstracted and is stored with additional CONTEXT
information, opticnally selected by the user. The agent-based access
system uses keyword sets to locate information of interest to a user, 108
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