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(57) Abstract: This magnetic recording medium for heat
assisted recording comprises a magnetic recording layer
upon a non-magnetic substrate, and a protective layer atop
the magnetic recording layer. The protective layer further
comprises a first lower protective layer atop the magnetic
recording layer, a first upper protective layer atop the first
lower protective layer, and a second protective layer atop
the first upper protective layer. The first lower protective
layer has, as a primary constituent, an element selected
from a group which consists of silicon, aluminum, and cop-
per. The first upper protective layer is configured from an
oxide of the material of the first lower protective layer.
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