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ABSTRACT A method of producing a stereocomplex polylactic acid

having a high melting point and a high molecular weight, wherein only
stereocomplex crystals are grown even when melting and crystallization

are repeated. The method comprises thg steps of: (1) obtaining a first
polylactic acid by the ring-opening polymerization of a first lactide

composed of lactic acid units of th@Bamierettirality; (2) obtaining a purified

first polylactic acid by removing the lactide from the first polylactic acid in

a molten state under reduced pressure; (3) obtaining a second polylactic

acid by thé miagiopeningpobdnerizatien of asecondifEictielepwhichadiffersacid
fr he first lactide i iraljty i r ce qf the purified first .
OIS acid, (4} OB gLy POt Socan O e 6y veiant.
refHeRARg thedacdtide Sror €as SBEORKpolyldeticcddd &re rooitemstateen when

ungler reddced pressWera11ization are repeated.

The method comprises the steps of:

(1) cobtaining a first polylactic acid by the
ring-opening polymerization of a first lactide composed of
lactic acid units of the same chirality;

(2) obtaining a purified first polylactic acid by
removing the lactide from the first polylactic acid in a
molten state under reduced pressure;

(3) obtaining a second polylactic acid by the
ring-opening polymerization of a second lactide which
differs from the first lactide in chirality in the presence
of the purified first polylactic acid; and

(4) obtaining a purified second polylactic acid by
removing the lactide from the second polylactic acid in a

molten state under reduced pressure.



