Abstract TITLE : | NFERRI NG CONTEXT Met hod for obtaini ng contextual

i nformati on about an item based on information taken fromor influenced by
other itenms according to the relationships the said item shares with other
itens, including the steps of (1) determ ning direct and indirect
information of itens, where the direct information includes generating a
plurality of sets of structures, each structure relating to information
about itenms and types of relationships between them and each set

consi sting of conmon types of relationships between itens, (2) determ ning
direct and indirect relationships between itens, where the direct
relationship is selected froma setyfsotential relationships, (3)
identifying classes or types of relationships that infer information about
an item (4) specifying correspondence between different types of

rel ati onshi ps, and (5) coniiijrﬂ' n,g‘1Nt ﬁéﬁoﬁi‘ﬂxﬁ“di rect information of an
itemto establish its contextual ihtormation, as shown in Figure 1.

Method for obtaining contextual information about an item based on information
taken from or influenced by other items according to the relationships the said item
shares with other items, including the steps of {1) determining direct and indirect
information of items, where the direct information includes generating a plurality of
sets of structures, each structure relating to information about items and types of
relationships between them, and each set consisting of common types of
relationships between items, (2) determining direct and indirect relationships
between items, where the direct relationship is selected from a set of potential
relationships, (3) identifying classes or types of relationships that infer information
about an item, (4) specifving correspondence between different types of
relationships, and (5) combining the direct and indirect information of an item to

establish its contextual information, as shown in Figure 1.



