NUVERI CAL APERTURE LI M TER ABSTRACT The'invention provides a nuneri cal

aperture limter for an optical thermal imaging system conprisi nglgM;{Z%%g
one pair of wedge-like prisns made of a transparent material having a Known

i ndex of ref ion. the prisns of the pair bei :M mlﬂ jin cl ose nut ual
proximty aWMﬁﬂme orientation with the wm’mm Imm one prism
adj acent to the of the other plii,sm t he pri«ggsurfaces facing one

anot her of the 'B®Pe« of prisms being spacéd apart from one another by a
di stance at |east equal to the wavel ength of the Iigrht used by the inmaging

system with the vertex aNYMERIGAEABERTERILEIMITIR being a function of
the desired nunerical aperture and the index of refraction. The invention
further provides a nunerical aperture limter for an optical thernal
i magi ng system conprising at |east ey of three wedge-like prisms
made of a transparent material having a known index of refraction, the
prisnms of the group being disposed in close mutual proximty and in
opposi te ori emt@t iMentiohhplovedeldad mmnaiesd apertube limitert fangn tdptcd] phémm of
the group being adjacent to the wide end of the second prism the prism
sur f aces imagingg systemancorhprisiog athdeagt cang phirpef swedgeelikg ppemednagearal &rom
one another by a distance at |east equal to fhe wavel ength of the |ight
used by treasparami mgtesial having kRovRandex of felEaggian, she pHEmS| ofghe pair beingd
prisns of,.the gro bei [err nd the vert.ex angle of .the second pri sm of
Phe " or o Hisharert o Brs futiatorimily Spiith gbgos oo wili a3 ohd of
numer i cal,, AREIHHL §a 80 (oNfie WALE%na of BE'ARRLY Hism (fHe PR Sirfaces facing one
another of the pair of prisms being spaced apart from one another by a distance at
least equal to the wavelength of the light used by the imaging system, with the vertex
angle of each one of the prisms being a function of the desired numerical aperture and
the index of refraction. The invention further provides a numerical aperture limiter
for an optical thermal imaging system, comprising at least one group of three
wedge-like prisms made of a transparent material having a known index of refraction,
the prisms of the group being disposed in close mutual proximity and in opposite
orientation with the narrow ends of the first and third prisms of the group being
adjacent to the wide end of the second prism, the prism surfaces facing one another of
the group of prisms being spaced apart from one another by a distance at least equal
to the wavelength of the light used by the imaging system, with the vertex angle of
the first and third prisms of the group being o and the vertex angle of the second
prism of the group being 2a, with o being a function of the desired numerical

aperture and the index of refraction.
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