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FIG.1

(57) Abstract: This invention relates to a process for the continuous production of optically pure lactide from an aqueous solution of
lactic acid by means of two reactive distillations followed by a main distillation column with a side-draw refluxer. The first reactive
distillation is used for the preparation of lactic acid oligomers and the second reactive distillation used for the depolymerization of the
thus obtained lactic acid oligomers to lactide. The crude lactide generated from the second reactive distillation is further purified in the
main distillation column with a side-draw refluxer being connected to.
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