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FIG. 1 
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FIG. 2 
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Non-AP MLD AP MLD

S101: Send a first association request frame on a first link, where 
the first association request frame includes a multi-link element, 
the multi-link element includes indication information, and the 

indication information indicates a second link

S102: Send a first association response frame on the first link, where 
the first association response frame includes a first status code field and 

a multi-link element, the multi-link element of the first association 
response frame includes a second status code field, a value of the first 
status code field is not 0, to indicate that the first link is not accepted, 
and the second status code field is set to a first value that is not 0, to 

indicate that a cause why the second link is not accepted is that the first 
link is not accepted

S103: Send a second association request frame on the second link

S104: Send a second association response frame on the second link

FIG. 4 
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Non-AP MLD AP MLD

S201: Send a first association request frame on a first link, where 
the first association request frame includes a multi-link element, 
the multi-link element includes indication information, and the 

indication information indicates a second link

S202: Send a first association response frame on the first link, 
where the first association response frame includes a first status 

code field and a multi-link element, the multi-link element of the 
first association response frame includes a second status code 

field, the first status code field is set to a value indicating that the 
first link is not accepted or a value indicating a cause why the first 

link is not accepted, and the second status code field is set to a 
value indicating that the second link is accepted, to jointly indicate 

that a cause why the second link is not accepted is that the first 
link is not accepted

S203: Send a second association request frame on the second link

S204: Send a second association response 
frame on the second link

FIG. 7 
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Non-AP MLD AP MLD

S301: Send a first association request frame on a first link, where 
the first association request frame includes a multi-link element, 
the multi-link element includes indication information, and the 

indication information indicates a second link

S302: Send a first association response frame on the first link, where 
the first association response frame includes a first status code field, 
and the first status code field is set to a second value that is not 0, to 
indicate that multi-link setup between the non-AP MLD and the AP 
MLD fails and that if the association request frame is transmitted on 

another requested link, multi-link setup may succeed

S303: Send a second association request frame on the second link

S304: Send a second association response frame on the second link

FIG. 8 
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