
Technologies are described herein for editing a document using a transitory
editing surface. A word processing program displays a document in a window.
Upon detection of the placement of an insertion pointer within a paragraph
of text in the document, an editing surface is created overlaying the
paragraph in the window and containing the contents of the underlying
paragraph. User input is monitored by the word processing program while the
editing of the contents is processed by the editing surface. When editing
is complete, the modified contents of the editing surface are copied into
the document and the editing surface is destroyed. 


