The present invention rel ates
and ret at ni ng.agueous body fl
i nvention co

packs el TERNAHONAT AREFCATR sS85 Thop

JACREH I

T a di scon¥9Rp Wmm@mwmm%

cles suitable f:?fwl
ticles of the

Pty &%&%@i&@fz @cn

Whi clrsi IntersatiomaMmbphicClasifichtton 4c cess - for r

di sciont iagygk f¥kor m ng an opening in

Ag b
absor bent core conponents or |ayersj of

Qﬁpm&i-naﬂfnﬂ\ﬂlﬂﬁﬂiobNmﬂIer' east W(e98/43574

acksheet. Once renoved, other

énintsrnationsl Pobligation Bete:n | 8 Qoipber 1998 (08.10.98)

absofbent —articre. A S0, additional apso
el thedriatiarbApplidaion Noabirng | NPCHIBISISOASE $

AR oo Blng 08P o i et gt b

onents nay i ncl ude | ayers of absorben
bodi |l (§0) B es certain conponents or

be. rlemovet N t he 2BUSFLEM CHPSDCI o Ph
menbeé

rembe T4, B, ThUAJIG SEDENYLE BWe

bent core conponeﬁts or rayers may
W@éuwam #@dA@ﬁﬁbmthﬂuiBR

of c
ﬂJ%g %?LNWW
)SL' nl

sect
patent

t mmne,nmm RORU; m ) Iscvm,
oug h (%% SD , ZW), Burasian patent
rs ”é JHQHﬁangyﬁgﬁﬁﬁgn

unsajt ur at ed absorbent conponents or
of tiey Agpiemed T5Et uRGdTER &OGRVMBIGNICOMBANYENDET MC, 8L, PT/SH), e)Am B BY CF, W00, M,
re al  ofUS{USE Ope Practa tée Gandblnitkon dlitcingti, O irber , CAnGHAM. MRONQISN.LmlE‘é)d
conponent 43%2 H®nber may renain in positipn for use.
(72) Inventors: LAVON, Gary, Dean; 7320 Canterbury Court, Mid- | Published
dletown, OH 45044 (US). YOUNG, Gerald, Alfred; 1101 With international search report

Hearthstone Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45231 (US). BECK,
Theodora; 2765 Klondike Court, Cincinnati, OH 45251

(US).

(74) Agents: REED, T. David et al; The Procter & Gamble
Company, 5299 Spring Grove Avenue, Cincinnati, OH
45217 (US).

(57) Abstract

The present invention relates to absorbent articles suitable for
absorbing and retaining aqueous body fluids. Absorbent articles
of the present invention comprise a discontinuous, substantially
fluid impervious backsheet and an absorbent core disposed between
the topsheet and the backsheet. The absorbent core comprises a
‘plurality of core components which are removable, with access
-for removal provided by at least one discontinuity forming an
opening in the backsheet. Once removed, other absorbent core
components or layers of components may remain in the absorbent
article. Also, additional absorbent core components or layers
may be added through the opening in the backsheet, In a
:preferred embodiment the absorbent core comprises a plurality
of components, including at least a front panel, a rear panel
and a center section. Bach of the absorbent components may
| include layers of absorbent members. Upon saturation with bodily

discharges certain components or members of the absorbent core
may be removed from the absorbent article through the backsheet.
New, unsaturated absorbent components or members may then
be positioned in place of the removed saturated components or
members, or, more. preferably, upon removal of the saturated
component or member, an additional unused component or member
may remain in position for use.
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