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HINGE CLIP FOR ROASTER OVEN

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention refates to two-piece containers having 2 main body and a separate
removable cover, and more particularly to a hinge élip attached to the removable cover of a
roaster oven for supporting the cover in an open position on the main body of the roaster oven.

Roaster ovens used for preparing and cooking food are well known iﬁ the art T'he
conventional roaster oven includes a main body and a separate removable cover that fits on the
main body of the oven. The main body typically includes a cookwell pan imeﬁed within an
outer shell of the roaster oven body. Handles a:re attached to the outer shell of the main bodyv for
ease in carrving the roaster oven. The cover is closed and rests on an upper edge of the cookwell
pan during cooking, and to keep the food warm before serving. The cover is removed from the
roaster oven during the serving of food.

A proble;ﬁ exists with having a separate removable cover. After the cover is remaved
from the roaster oven, it must be pla.ced on a counter top, table, or other supporting surface. The-
cover is usually still hot and includes condensation and other food matter on its inner surface.
Setting a hat, dirty cover on a counter top or table is not desirﬁble. Hot liquid dripping from the
inner surface of the cover onto the counter top or table could i:ossibly damage or at the very least
stain the supporting surface.

Therefore, it would be desirable if the cover of a roaster oven could be opened without

having to remove the cover from the main body of the oven. In addition, it would be further

desirable if the cover could be secured in an open position on the main body of the roaster oven

such that any condensation or other food matter on the inner surface of the cover drips back into

the cookwell pan of the roastar oven. _
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a hinge clip antached to the cover of a roaster oven. The
hinge clip is designed so that the cover may be easily removed from the roaster oven with a
normal lifting motion. The hinge clip acts as ;hinge when thel cover is opened and rotated about -
a rear lip on the bottom edge of the cover. The hinge clip also supports the cover in an open
position. With the cover in an open posiﬁc;n, the hiﬁge clip positions the cover over the roaster
oven to ensure that condensation and other food matter on the inner surface of the cover drips
back into the roaster oven,

The present invention inﬁlu&es a two-piece container, such as a roaster oven, having a
main body and a removable cover. The main body includes a bottom portion with sidewalls
extending upwardly thereffom to create an open cavity for a cookwell pan to be inserted therein.
Handles are antached to the sidewalls to facilitate camrying the roaster oven. Tﬂe cookwell pan
includes sidewalls with an upper edge and a flange extending around the periphery of the
sidewalls. The cover includes a top portion with a handle artached thereto and sidewalls
extending downwardly from the top portion. The cover’s sidewalls include a flared bortom lip
that rests on the upper edge of the cookwell ﬁa.n’s sidewalls with the cover in a closed position.

A hinge clip in accordance with the present invention is attached to the cover on a rear
sidewall. The hinge clip is preferably attached to the sidewall by rivets, but may also be attached

to the sidewall with screws or bolts and the like. In addition, the hinge clip may be welded to the

sidewall or integral with the cover. The hinge clip includes a first portion attached to the rear

sidewall of the cover and a second portion extending outwardly and downwardly from the first
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portion. The second portion of the hinge clip is sized and shaped to fit into an elongated slotted
opening extending through the flange of the cookwell pan 6f the roaster ;ven.

With the cover in a closed position on the roaster oven, the hinge clip is not in contact
with the cookwell pan or any other part of the main body of the roaster oven. The cover is easily
removed from the main body of the roaster oven with a normal vertical lifting motion. The cover
may be opened by lifting or rotating the cover about ;lts rear bottom lip. Rotating the cover about
its rear lip causes the hinge clip to be inse.rted withun the comresponding elongated slowed
opening in the flange of the cookwell pan. The hinge clip acts as a hinge while the cover is
being opened. The hinge clip also supports the cove':r. in an open position. In this secured open
position, condensation and other matter on the innef surface of the cover drips back into the
cookwell pan of the roaster oven, and not onto a counter top or table.

In an alternative embodiment, the cover and cookwell pan include brackets for selectively

mounting the removable cover in an open position on the main body of the container. The

cookwell pan includes at least one bracket attached to the rear flange extending upwardly

therefrom for mating with at least one bracket artached to the rear sidewall of the cover. The at
least one bracket arached to the rear flange of the cookwell pan includes a first portion and a
second portion, the second portioh narrower than the first portion for insertion into an elongated
slotted opening in the at least one bracket attached to the rear sidewall of the cover. The at least
one bracket attached to the rear sidewall of the cover extends outwardly and upwardly from the
rear sidewall, and includes an elongated slonted openihg extending therethrough for mating \-\«ith

the second portion of the brackat arached to the flange to maintain the cover in an open position.

_—
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In another alternative embodiment, the cookwell pan includes at least ome bracket

- atached to the rear flange and extending upwardly therefom for i:nating with at least one

elongated slotted opening in the rear sidewall of the cover.
Various other features, objects, and advantages of the invention will be made apparent to

those skilled in the art from the following drawings and detailed description of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings illustrate the best mode presently comemplated of carrying out the
invention.

In.the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a two-piece roaster oven with a hinge clip attached to 2
removable cover in accordance with the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the roaster o§en of Fig. 1, shown with the cover in an open
position; |

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the roaster oven with the cover iq a closed
position taken along line 3-3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the roastsr oven with the cover in an open
position taken along lme 4-4 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the hings clip attached to the cover being
inserted within a slotted opening in a flange surrounding the maiz body of the roaster oven:

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the hings clip inserted within the sloted

opening in the flange and supporting the cover in an open posizion; -
t Has Been Replaced -
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Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a two-piece roaster oven with a bracket assembly attached

to a removable cover and a cookwell pan in accordance with a second embodiment of the present

invention;

Fig. 8 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the embodiment of Fig. 7 with the coverin a

closed position;

Fig. 9 is an enlarged cross-sectional viéw of the embodiment of Fig. 7 with the cover in
an open position;

Fig. 10 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the bracket assembly of Fig. 7 supporting the
cover in an open position;

Fig. 11 is a perspective view of a two-piece roaster oven with a bracket assembly
attached to a removable cover and 2 cookwel] pan in accordance with a third embodiment of the
present invention;

Fig. 12 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the embodiment of Fig. 11 with the coverin
a closed position; and

Fig. 13 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the embodiment of Fig. 11 with the cover in

an open position. : . This Sheet Has Been Replaced
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Referring now to Figs. land 2, a nwo-piece container 10 for preparing or cooking food,

- DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

such as a roaster oven is shown. The two-piece comtainer 10 includes a2 main body 12 and a
removable cover {4, The main body 12 includes a bortom portion 16 with sidewalls 18
extending upwardly therefrom to create an open cavity 20 for a cookwell pan 22 to be inserted

within the main bodyv 12 of the coatainer. The main body 12 of the container 10 is preferably
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rectangularly shaped with front and rear opposed sidewalls 24, 26 c_:_px'ngrisi'.n‘g the front and rear

of the container, and two opposed end sidewalls 28, 30, which are gé'r;;zmlly shorter than front
and rear sidewalls 24,26. The end sidewalls 28, SQ }_xaye handles 32 atiached thereto for carrying
the container 10. The main body 12 of the container 10 may also be oval;shaped, round, or
square. The cookwell pan 2.?., includes sidewalls 34 with an upper edge 36 and a flange 38
extending around the periphery of the sidewalls 34.

The removable cover 14 includes a top portion 40 having a handle 42 attached thereto,
and sidewalls 44 extending downwardly from the top portion 40. The handle 42 is used for
lifting the cover 14 off of the main body 12 of the container 10. The top portion 40 and' the
sidewalls 44 are comprised of an inner surface 46 and an outer surface 48, The handle 42 is
attached to the outer surface 48 of the top portion 40. The cover sidewalls 44 include Front and
rear opposed sidewalls 50, 32 and two opposed end sidewalls 54, 56 to correspond with the main
body’s sidewalls 18. The cover sidewalls 44 include a flared bottom lip 58 that rests on the
upper edge 36 of the cookwell pan sidewalls 34 with the cover 14 in a closed position, as shown
in Figs. ] and 3.

Artached to the rear sidewall 52 of the cover 14 is a hihge clip 60 for supporting the cover
14 in an open position on the main body 12 of the container 10. The hinge clip 60 ir.1cludes a
ﬁrst portion"62 attached to the rear sidewall 52 of the cover 14, and a second portion 64
éxtending outwardly and downwardly from the first portion 62 for insertion in an elongated
slotted opening 66 extending through the flange 38 of the cookwell pan 22. The second pc;"tion
64 of the hinge clip 60 is sized and shaped to m into the elongated slotted opening 66 when
opening the cover 14. The hinge clip 60 is preferably armached to the rear sidewall 52 by rivets

68. The hinge clip 60 may also be attached 1o the rear sidewal] 52 with screws or bolts and the
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like. In addition, the hinge clip 60 may be welded to the rear sidewall 52 or integral Wit

cover 14,

Fig. 3 shows an enlarged cross-sectional view of the container jp-of F ig. | with the cover

14 in a closed position atop the main body 12 of the containez-10. ' As Fig. 5 illustrates, the first
portion 62 of the hinge clip 60 is antached to the reapsiewall 52 of the cover 14. With the cover
14 in this closed position, the hinge clip 60.i5'not in contact with any portion of the main body 12
of the container 10. /'[f'higwei" 14 is easily ter.noved .from the main body 12 of the container 10
with a normal verti:a.l lifting motion. The second portion 64 of the hinge clip 60 extends into the
slotted opening 66. However, it is not necessary that the second portion 64 of the hinge clip 60
extend into the slotted opening 66, the second portion 64 of the hinge clip 60 may end just short
of the slotted opening 66.

| Fig. 2 illustrates the container 10 of the present invention with the cover 14 m an open
position. The cover 14 is most typiE'ally opened by ;otat_ihg the cover 14 about its rear edge or -
lip 8. By opening or rotating the coﬁer i4 about its rear lip 58, the second portion 64 of the
hinge clip 60 is inserted within and through the elongated slotted opening 66 in the flange 38. It
should be noted, however, that nothing precludes the insertion of tl;e hinge clip 60 into the
opening 66 by a method other than rotation about the rear lip 58.

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the container 10 as the-cov;er 14 is being opened via the
rotation method. The cover 14 is opened by lifting or rotating the cover 14 about its rear edge or
flared bottom lip 58. Rotating the cover about the rear lip 58 causes the second portion 64 (-)f the
hinge clip 60 to be inserted within and through th;. corresponding clongarzd slotted 6pening 66 in

the flange 38 of the cookwell pan 22. The hinge clip 60 is used to support the cover 14 in an

open position. Sheet
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Fig. S is an enlarged fragmentary rear view of the hinge clip 60 _'mserted within the

. elongated slotted opening 66 of the flange 38. The hinge clip 60 acts as 2 hinge while being

iﬁsened through the slotied opening 66 in the flange 38 of the cookwell pan 22. When the cover
14 is rotated about its rear lip 38, the second pox;tion 64 of the hinge clip 60 is inserted into a
corresponding slotted opening 66 extending through the flange 38 of the cookwell pan 22.

Fig. 6 is an enfarged Vie@ of the hinge clip 60 inserted within the elongated slotted
opening 66 of the flange 38, and supporting the cover 14 in an open position. The hinge clip 60

is engaged with the flange 38 to support the cover 14 in a fully open position. In this fully open

position, the cover 14 is not in contact with any portion of the main body 12 of the container 10.

While in this secured open position, the open cover 14 is positioned so that condensation and
other matter on the inner surface 46 of the cover 14 drips back into the cookwell pan 22, and not
onto a countér top or tabie.

Figs. 7-10 illustrate a second embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 7 shows a two-
piece roaster oven with a cover 70.and a main body 82. A rear sidewall 72 of the cover 70
includes a bracket 74 attached to the rear sidewall of the cover. The bracket 74 includes a first
portion 76 attached to the rear sidewall 72 and a second portion 78 extending outwardly and
u:pwardly from the first pox_ﬂorl 76. The second portion 78 includes an elongated slotted 6p§ning
80 for mating with a bracket 86 attached to the flange 84 of a cookwell pan inserted within the
main body 82 of the roaster oven. The bracket 86 includes a first portion attached to the flange
84, a second portion 90 extending upwardly from the first portion 88, and a third portion 92
extending upwardly from the second portion 90. 'l:he third portion 52 is preferably narrower than

the second portion 90 for inserting into the elongated slotted opening 80 of bracket 74. Fig. 8

. shows the cover 70 in a closed position on the main body 82 of the roaster oven. In this closed
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position, the third portion 92 of bracker 86 extends through the slotted opening 80 in bracket 74.

Figs. 9 and 10 show the cover 70 in an open position on the main body 85 of the roaster oven. [n
thi; position, the second portion 78 of the bracket 74 rests on inner shoulders 91 formed between
the second portion 90 and the nmow& third portion 92 to maintain the cover 70 in an open
position. |

Figs. 11-13 illustrate a third embodiment of the invention. Fig. 11 shows a two-piecé
roaster oven with a cover 9¢ and a2 main body 100. A rear si.dewall 96 of the cover 94 includes
an elongated opening 98 extending therethrough for mating with a bracket 104 artached to the
102 of a cookwell pan inserted within the main body 100 of the roaster oven. The bracker 104
includes a t.'xrst portion 106 attached to the flange 102, a second portion 108 Extending upwardly
from the first portion 106, and a third portion 110 extending upwardly from the second portion
108. The third portion 108 is preferably narrower than the second portion 108 for insertion into
the elongated slotted opening 93 in the rear sidewall 96 of the cover 94. Fig. 12 shows the cover
94 in a closed position on the main body 100 of the roaster oven. Figs. 15 shows the cover 94 in
an open position on the main body 100 of the roaster oven. In this position, the elongated slomed
opening 93 rests on inner shoulders 98 formed between the second portion 108 and the narrower
third portion 110 of bracket 104 to maintain the cover 94 in an open poéition on the main body
100 of the ro.a.Ster o&n. '

While the invention has been deseribed with reference to a preferred embodiment, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that certain substitutions, alterations and omissions may be made
without departing from the spirit of the inventio‘n. Accordingly, the foregoing description is

meant {0 be exemplary only. and should not limit the scope of the invention set forth in the

following claims.
This Sheet Has Been Replaced




n

10

-10-
CLAIMS | |

L clie o ) 0

I. A two-piece container comprising:

a main body having a bottom portion with upwardly 'exrending sidewalls and a flange
exteﬁding around the periphery of the sidewalls;

a removable cover for covering the main body of the container having a top portion with
downwardly extending sidewalls and a bottom lip the end of the sidewalls;

at least one bracket attached to the cover, the bracket having a first portjon fastened to the
cover, and a second portion extending ourwardly and downwardly from the first portion; and

at least one corresponding elongated slomted opening in the flange for receiving the
second portion of the bracket therein.

2. The container of claim 1 wherein the bracket is'not in contact with the main body
of the container with the cover in a closed position on the container. |

3. The container of claim 2 wherein the closed cover is removed from the main body
with a normal vertical lifting motion.

4. The comainer of claim 1 wherein the béacicet acts as a hinge when opening the
cover by rotating the cover aboﬁ: its rear bottom lip.

5. The container of claim 4 wherein the second portion of the bracker is inserted
through the elongated slotied opening when opening the cover.

6. The container of claim 1 wherein the bracket becomes engaged within the slottad

opening to maintain the cover in an open position.
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7. The container of claim 1-wherein the open cover is located above the main body
of the con.rainer so that any condensation or other matter on the inner surface of the cover drips
down into the main body of the container.

8. The container of claim | wherein the bracket is a hinge clip fastened to the rear
sidewall of the cover with rivets.

9. The container of claim | wherein the bracket is a hinge clip welded to the rear
sidewail of the cover.

10. A two-piece roaster oven having a main body with a bottom portion and upwardly
extending sidewalls and a removable cover with a top portion and downwardly extending
sidewalls, the roaster oven comprising:

a flange extending around the upper peripheral edge of the sidewalls of the main body;

at least one bracket antached to a rear sidewall of the cover, the bracket having a first
p-ortion fastened to the cover, and a Qecond portion extending outwardly and downwardly from
the first portion; and

at least one corresponding slotted opening extending through the flange for receiving the
second portion of the bracket therein.

11.  The oven of claim 10 wherein the second portion of the bracket is inserted
through the slorted opening by rotating the cover about a rear edge of the rear sidewall.

12. The ovenofclaim 10 wherein tﬁe bracket supports the cover in an open position.

13.  The oven of claim 12 wherein the wherein the open cover is located above the
main body of the oven so that anv condensation oc other matter on the inner surface of the cover
drips down into the main body of the oven.

14.  Theoven of claim 0 wherein the bracket is integral with the cover.

- This Sheet Has Been Rep
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15. A two-piece roaster oven comprising:
a main body having 2 bottom portion with upwardly extendin'é sidewalls and a flange
extending around the periphery of the sidewalls;

a removable cover having a top portion with sidewalls extending downwardly from the

. .tob portion and an outwardly extending lip at the end of the sidewalls for mating with the main

body of the oven;

at least ane hinge clip aniached to a rear sidewall of the cover, the bracket having a first
portion attached to the rear sidewall, and a second portion extending outwardly and downwardly
from the first portion; and |

at least one corresponding slotted opening for recetving the ss;ond portion of the hinge
clip therein.

16.  The roaster oven of claim 15 wherein the second portion of the hinge clip is
inserted into the slotted opening when opening the cover. . |

17.  The roaster oven of claim 15 wherein the hinge clip inserted within the slotted
opening maintains the cover in an open position. |

18.  The of container claim 17 wherein the open cover is positioned above the main

body of the roaster oven so that any condensation or other matter on the inner surface of the

cover drips down into the main body of the roaster oven.
Th1s Sheet Has Been R eplaced -

19. A cooking device comprising: , ll'l" IIII" "I l!l IIII
. (A

. . Akl {aaEl) Flagi
a cooking cavity; and

a completely removable cover for covering the cooking cavity, wherein said removable

cover can be seiectively mounted relative to said cooking cavity in an open position.
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2im 19 wherein said removable cover, when

_____ oking cavity in an open position permits cbﬂ&en::.ation or other matier
on an inner surface of said cover to drip into said codldng cavity.

21.  The cooking device according to claim 19 further comprising at least one bracket
attached to the removable cover for selectively mounting the removable cover in an open

position relative to the cooking cavity.

23. . The cooking device according to claim 21 wherein the bracket includes a first

| portion fastened to i€ removable cgver, and 2 second portion extending outwardly and

downwardly from the first portion.

23.  The cooking device according to claim 22 further comprising at least one slotted
opening in a flange swrounding the cooking cavity for receiving the second portion of the
bracket therein. |

24.  The cooking device accord;r;é to claxm 19 further comprising-at least ane bracker
attached to the cooking cavity for selectively mounting the removable cover in an op;sn pogitidn
relative to the cooking cavity.

25.  The cooking device according to claim 19 further comprising at least one bracket
attached to the removable cover and at Jeast one bracket amached to the cooking cavity for
selectively mounting the removable cover in an open position relative to the cooking cavity.

26.  The cooking device a.céording 10 claim {9 further comprising at [east one bracket

attached to the cooking cavity, and at least one corresponding elongated slotted opening in a rear

sidewall of the removable cover for selectively mounting the removable cover in an open
! - -
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position relative to the cooking cavity.



