‘,ABSTRACT*THIS SHEET HAS BEEN GAP- SETTI NG APPARATUS FOR A GLASS PANEL An
.apparatus for setting a gap between glass substrates (13, 14) of a glass
~panel (P), wherein the glass panel i s9cl anped by a constant force
regardless of its thickness. The apparatus includes a flexible and annul ar
novabl e plate (4) braseg by coil springs (5 5) toward an annular i movabl e
pl ate (1) so—as-to—<tanp the gl ass hé- . Thej Vel bl e
plates (1, 4) have a first gasket C§§§? a secon ﬁagk %?g% #—Elvely
to clanp the glass panel (P). At an outward part |lof t he= éf and_second
gasket a third gasket (8) is disposed between the |nanabIe and novabl e
plates at a |l evel such that the distance between the bottom of the second
gasket (6) and the tgPPoSETIENGIARRARIATKSIFQR GEAGSPAREL gl ass panel is
pl aced between the first and second gaskets (3, 6) is snmaller than the

t hi ckness of the glass panel when the biased novabl e
_ _ _ plate (4 resses the
third gasket (8). To obtain a desired gap between the glass(shbgtrates

(13, 14), the air ween them.is evacuated b
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gaskets, and i nmovabl e and novabl e pl ates. The suction pi pe at one

end, whewgerelntae ghasrparel issldnodibyd, comatgniforeyiRearaless of itsAgickaes e -
a desr red rate of air flow by suction. [err] Elhl to obtain

5 apparatus includes a flexible and annular movable plate (4) biased by coil springs (5, 3)

toward an annular immovable plate (1) so as to clamp the glass panel (P). The immovable
and movable plates (1, 4) have a first gasket (3) and a second gasket (6) respectively to
clamp the glass panel (P). At an outward part of the first and second gasket a third gasket
(8) is disposed between the immovable and movable plates at a level such that the distance

| 10 between the bottom of the second gasket (6) and the top of the first gasket (3) before the
glass panel is placed between the' first and second gaskets (3, 6) is smaller than the thickness
of the glass panel when the biased movable plate (4) presses the third gasket (8). To obtain
a desired gap between the glass substrates (13, 14), the air between them is evacuated by a
suction pipe (10) through a chamber (S) defined by the glass substrates, first, second, and

15 third gaskets, and immovable and movable plates. The suction pipe (10), at one end, where

the chamber is located, has a flow control valve (11) to obtain a desired rate of air flow by

suction.
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