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1. An image encoding method of dividing an Znput
image signal into pixel blocks, and performing
inter-prediction on the divided pixel blocks
compriéing:

selecting predicted motion informatdom from a
motion information buffer storing motjon information in
an enceoded region, and predicting mpétion information of
an encoding target block by using the predicted motion
information; and

acquiring representatiye motion information from a

plurality of items of motdon information in an encoded

region in accordance wjith first information indicating
a method of selecting the predicted motion information,
thereby obtaining 6nly the representative motion

information.

information.

3. The method according toc claim 2, wherein the
representative motion information includes the motion
information in the motion information buffer, which is
positioned in a center of a plurality of items of

second information of the encoding target block and an

adjacent pixel block,
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4. The method according to claim 2, furthex
comprising, if the encoding target block is.selgcted
from a plurality of block sizes, genexating
information which specifies a position in
target block, the encoding target block Zorresponding
to the block sizes, from a plurality items of the
second information corresponding to/the block sizes,

wherein the first informati contains‘the third
information.

5. The method accordi to claim 4, wherein one
of

{p) first position/information specified by one of
the items of second formation, and

(B) second pogition information corresponding to a
center of the it€ms of second information |
is set in the A£hird information.
method according to claim 5, furﬁher
, 1f a plurality of different items of the
third nformation are generated in a predetermined
region, replacing fourth infermation indicating the
tiird information with the third informatien having a
highest frecquency.

7. The method according to claim 3 or 6, further
comprising: ’

performing a scaling process in accordance with
information of a reference frame contained in the

representative motion information, and storing a result
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in the motion information buffer; and

performing scaling in accordance with information
of the reference frame contained in the predifted
motion information.

8. The method according to ¢laim 3 &r 6, wherein
the representative motion information £ontains
information of a reference frame.

9, An image decoding method 6f dividing an input

image signal into pixel blocks/ and performing

inter-prediction on the divided pixel blocks,
comprising:

selecting predicted motion information from a
motion information buffexr storing motion information in
a decoded region, d predicting motion information of
a decoding targey block by using the predicted motion
information;

D

acquiring representative motion information from a
plurality’of items of motion information in a decoded
reglon/in accordance with eighth information indicating
a method of selecting the predicted motion inforxrmation,
thereby obtaining only the representative motion
information.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the
eighth information contains ninth information which
specifies a position in the decoding target block, the

ninth information being used to select the motion

information,



76

representative motion information includes the

information in the motion infoxmation buffer,

5 information of the decoding target block/and an
adjacent pixel block.

12. The method according to clim 10, further
comprising, if the decoding targef block is selected

from a plurality of block sizey, generating tenth
10 information which specifies ¥ position in the decoding
target block, the decoding target block corresponding
to the block sizes, fropl a plurality of items of the
ninth information coxrfesponding to the block sizes,
wherein the ejghth information contains the tenth

15 information.

13. The thod according to claim 12, wherein one
of

(A) Lhird position information specified by one of
the items of ninth information, and

20 (B) fourth position information corresponding to a
ter of the items of ninth information
is set in the tenth informaticn.

14. The method accorxrding to claim 13, further
comprising, if a plurality of different items of tenth
information are generated in a predetermined region,

replacing eleventh information indicating the tenth

information with the tenth information having a highest
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frequency.
15. The method according to claim 11 or 14
further comprising:
performing a scaling process in accordance with
information of a reference frame containéd in the
representative motion information, ang storing a result
in the motion information buffer;
performing scaling in accorxgance with information

of the reference frame containdd in the predicted
motion information.
16. The method accoxding to claim 11 or 14,

wherein the representative motion information contains

information of a refgrence frame.



