ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE The liquid crystal display device of the present
I n- vention includes a first substrate, a second substrate placed to face
the first substrate, and a liquid crystal |ayer interposed
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alignment or frombend alignment to splay alignnment occurs accor'dlg to a
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initiating the transfor nmatiron to occur 1n the splay-aligned region. The
nucl ea tion re%ion_incjudes a plurality of first nucleation regions each
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regi ons each extending in a sec and direction different fromthe first

directi ofenthemspharialdegned region i sebydeata,pl ar adééonal divstrsesay
aligned regions having a first wwdth in the second direc tion and a
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spl ay-aligned regions include two first splay-aligned regions connected to

each ot hdayern oreerpostd plelweean ythe Sdaeitd and ageapPngn g oFds -
The liquid crystal layer includes: a splay-aligned region
in which a transformation from splay alignment to bend
alignment or from bend alignment to splay alignment occurs
according to a voltage applied; and a nucleation region
serving as a nucleation site for initiating the transfor-
mation to occur in the splay-aligned region. The nuclea-
tion region includes a plurality of first nucleation
regions each extending in a first direction and a plural-
ity of second nucleation regions each extending in a sec-
ond direction different from the first direction. The
splay-aligned region includes a plurality of first splay-
aligned regions having a first width in the second direc-
tion and a plurality of second splay-aligned regions hav-
ing a second width smaller than the first width in the
second direction. The plurality of first splay-aligned
regions include two first splay-aligned regions connected

to each other via one of the plurality of second splay-

aligned regions.

IRy

*G000g7+



