
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE The liquid crystal display device of the present
in- vention includes a first substrate, a second substrate placed to face
the first substrate, and a liquid crystal layer interposed between the
first and second substrates. The liquid crystal layer includes: a
splay-aligned region in which a transformation from splay alignment to bend
alignment or from bend alignment to splay alignment occurs according to a
voltage applied; and a nucleation region serving as a nucleation site for
initiating the transfor mation to occur in the splay-aligned region. The
nuclea tion region includes a plurality of first nucleation regions each
extending in a first direction and a plural ity of second nucleation
regions each extending in a sec and direction different from the first
direction. The splay-aligned region includes a plurality of first splay
aligned regions having a first width in the second direc tion and a
plurality of second splay-aligned regions hav ing a second width smaller
than the ffirst width in the second direction. The plurality of ffirst
splay-aligned regions include two first splay-aligned regions connected to
each other via one of the plurality of second splay aligned regions. 


