Di sclosed is a process for preparing a [err]-1lactam conmpound represented by
[err] wherein R err] represents a
hydro&y;gubstituted | ower al kyl group or an am no group each of which may

the formul a:
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group, a sulfur atomor a group represented by the formul a:
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where A represents a sulfur atom an oxygen atom or a nethylene
group; and Y is either a Wwhich regresents an active ester residue of a

hydr oxyl group, or a R4 which is an

group, or a salt thereof, which

conprises the steps of treating a corresponding |-aza-3-thia-bicycl oal kane
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thereof with a base inﬂﬂﬁadyﬁﬁyﬁﬁﬁ%QQH% &hkgrhﬁkggcigent and then
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reacting the resulting conp

an-active esteritying agent of
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compound represented by the formula: '
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wherein R represents a hydroxy-substituted lower
alkyl group or an amino group each of which may be
protected; R? represents a hydrogen atom or an ester
residue; X represents a methylene group which may be
substituted by a lower alkyl group, a sulfur atom or a
group represented by the formula: -A-CH,~ where A
represents a sulfur atom, an oxygen atom or a
methylené group; and Y is either a W which represents
an active ester residue of a hydroxyl group, or a R*
which is an organic group,

or a salt thereof, which comprises the steps of
treating a corresponding 1l1l-aza-3-thia-bicycloalkane

compound represented by the formula:
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or a salt thereof with a.base in the presence of a
desulfurizing agent and then reacting the resulting
compound with an active esterifying agent of hydroxyl
group and, 1if appropriate, further treating the g-

lactam compound obtained with a R*~SH compound.
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