| NTERACTI VE HOST- AWARE ADVERTI SI NG SUMMVARY [ 0001] This sumrary i s provi ded
to introduce a selection of concepts in a 5 sinplified formthat are
further described belowin the Detail ed Description. This Summary i s not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the clained
subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limt the scope of the
clai med subject matter. At a high |evel, our disclosure describes nethods
and systens for enabling an advertisenent to interact with a software
application. An advertisenent becones a special 10 advertisenment such that
it is associated wth product information as well as other data that
enables it to interact with a software application, and thereby maki ng t he

advertisenment persisteni9ir MalE %SﬁEREUQD@ﬁRTﬁﬁNg f 1000210ne way
e for

of interacting with a software application 1s to provi the inporting
of product information into a software application incident to, for

exanpl e, 15 draggi ng an adverti sene into a work that is associated with a
sof tware application. Even though t#@pﬁﬂ%%ﬁct infornmation was inported into

t he softwa pplication, it can sti o the outside world
bnd be cynidBoBEr| | oinimsuaman: Bnatridst § bRy bt st eeah %8 For her
simlar_technology s stickiness fact hel ps close the | oop between
advertisi namaﬁﬁeﬂg 5?%3@& a%wﬁm&ﬁ‘scr@ecf 2lesad fign Detfied é&%mﬂe%np%ém can
be 20 included in the inported informtion so tha a user can utilize such
a conponenPUPEag{ 13I‘é‘é§1ﬁte%1§6|tﬁ 1&6@%#%&%% gy esentil fapgtrehelyihsmildgethappens
much later in tinme after an initial inporting of the product information.

BRI EF DESCRIbEFf oNttey npHEs SEyEmied ) bevsedmo Tipe thragemcs thocterehbduschent s of

the invention are described in detail below with reference to the draw ng
Fi gures, whiatér. far mheghpard, of disslosurdideedrivsy methadsiand eystens dop oredtiegl aby
reference herein, and wherein:

advertisement to interact with a software application. An advertisement becomes a special

10 advertisement such that it is associated with product information as well as other data that
enables it to interact with a software application, and thereby making the advertisement
persistent or what some refer to as “sticky.”

[0002] One way of interacting with a software application is to provide for the
importing of product information into a software application incident to, for example,

15  dragging an advertisement into a work that is associated with a software application. Even
though the product information was imported into the software application, it can still
enjoy a link to the outside world and be dynamically updated automatically by way of a
web service or other similar technology. This stickiness factor helps close the loop
between advertising and commerce. Moreover, a transaction-initiation component can be

20  included in the imported information so that a user can utilize such a component to at least
begin a transaction even if that beginning happens much later in time after an initial

importing of the product information.



5[0004]FIG 1 depicts an illustrative operating environnent suitable for
practicing an enbodi nent of the invention; [0005]FIG 2 depicts a block

diagramillustrating certain conmponents of an illustrative conputing device
suitable for practicing an enbodi nent of the present invention;
10100061FI G 3 depicts an illustrative software application before an

adverti senent is caused to be interacted therewith; 100071FlI Gs. 4-5

i |lustrate prodtfeEFiLRSSRHRTIONORAHINSEY BRAL VBN @F TiHE BRAVINSwar e
application cording to.an e di rent of the present. invention;

[0008] FI Go 1008317} i dadingsis %ﬁ%tﬂfl%}%ﬂ cified g deip B AY HEWetE S mpor t
product 15 information in accordance with an enbodi nent of the present

i nvent i on; tcatg drovoe iffeuess: ghigdpeer ¢ east P fisfiselosWe 396t 3iedn@PoErbbY ng an

advertisenent to interact with a software application according to an
enbodi nent reéfrench deisie srdhvhargirent i on. DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON

5 [0004] FIG. 1 depicts an illustrative operating environment suitable for practicing

an embodiment of the invention;
[0005] FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram illustrating certain components of an
illustrative computing device suitable for practicing an embodiment of the present
invention;

10 [0006] FIG. 3 depicts an illustrative software application before an advertisement
1s caused to be interacted therewith;
[0007] FIGs. 4-5 illustrate product information having then imported into a
software application according to an embodiment of the present invention;
[0008] FIGs. 6-7 indicate an illustrative way of describing how to import product

15  information in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention; and
[0009] FIG. 8 depicts an illustrative method of enabling an advertisement to

interact with a software application according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] Turning now to FIG. 1, an illustrative operative environment suitable for
20  practicing an embodiment of the invention is provided and referenced generally by the

numeral 110. Operating environment 110 includes a client device 112, which is

schematically described in greater detail in connection with FIG. 2.

[0011] Client device 112 will receive advertising content 114 from computing

device 116 by way of network 118. Although we sometimes refer to certain items in the

25  singular, we do not mean to imply that only one of such items is implicated. For example,



[0010] Turning now to FIG 1, an illustrative operative environnent suitable
for 20 practicing an enbodi nent of the invention is provided and referenced
generally by the nuneral 110. Operating environnent 110 includes a client

device 112, which is schematically described in greater detail in
connection wwth FIG 2. [0011]dient device 112 wll receive advertising
content 114 from conputi ng device 116 by way of network 118. Al though

we somet i niléhopgh gre Kefrdaricareiki kidng the siigelan5a;mgily-alf mayeingydn dt ssh®in to
inmply that only one of such itens is inplicated. For exanple, although we
refer to nedtwerkk The ¢amcertids spmigehianto aighea amhy dtgms jthropghpuy ey disdosaireset  of
networks. This concept is applicable to a great nmany itens throughout this
di scl osur eWeweveidopasiprenthi suaying tpoms i soypngot enrhasces ocadsbility énthanic do
readability but not to substantively indicate singularity of itenms. Another
exanpl e i nelbsdesvehumdrefeerimguteity of Seronpubihey extenile erclitlés owhicthena o

actual ly be conposed of various conponents that help facilitate providing
advert i si ngomomnihgdtvitol 1, waith nisgvdcamllil b2 cortB3d@ af vdriest cabponents dapdignt s
that may be part of or coupled to conmputing device 116 to facilitate its
communi cat faehitaf pedidaigtadsirigng antenio dliosldédies 18 ad store 120 as well as
anot her data store 122 that houses interaction data options. Interaction

data optiomid22 10 idesetivdentiohéRs et miaysSpdihstor dbpl @I Rbmp@idel Rige of
advertising content 114 mght interact with a host application 124 that is

bei ng presen gdaQntak! its@BnARIh G JledverM@nWbddterl @RadbDS dgse 190 b REENt
interaction options in greater detail below, but summarily, product

| nf or mat i Ofk £RMcPEPLERL Atk héusl HILRIARH o PbMonb2RRGABN RE obi¥sE 198 NOST

application that host application 124 is. Ad store 120 stores

adver t '1§en'§&t:§bet Bdferet §a Omalffgi%f!ﬁgor‘tlérﬁnaf]agigmy% I DtedeMUGRi ﬂnll@ite[ra[ct as an

100131Advertising content 114 inc es an advertiSenent 126 as we

obj ect with a host application 124 that is being presented on client device 112. We will describe

these different interaction options in greater detail below; but summarily, product
information can be presented in different forms based on the type of host application that
host application 124 is. Ad store 120 stores advertisements that are communicated from
15  computing device 116.
[0013] Advertising content 114 includes an advertisement 126 as well as an object
128 that includes product information 130. As we will explain, object 128 can be
interacted with by a software application such host application 124. Product information
130 can be imported into host application 124 incident to an occurrence of an event (such
20  as aset of click actions, dragging and dropping, a set of key sequences, etc.).
[0014] Advertising content 114 is received by computing device 112. By way of
illustration, computing device 112 includes a software enhancement 132, a data store 134,
and an application program interface (API) 136. Software enhancement 132 may be
known by a variety of names to ordinary skilled artisans. For example, enhancement 132

25  may take the form of a plug-in to host application 124. To the extent there is a difference,



128 that includes product information 130. As we will explain, object 128
can be interacted with by a software application such host application 124.
Product information 130 can be inported into host application 124 incident
to an occurrence of an event (such 20as a set of click actions, dragging
and dropping, a set of key sequences, etc.). [0014] Advertising content 114
is received by conputing device 112 By way of illustration, conputing

devi ce 11221hi¢ rslfa@g%tcs%ffﬁ%ﬁbe eéhﬂ@a%@ﬁé%i/ mighp alsg be kpepsisgingrddai, Ogad an
application programinterface (APlI) 136. Software enhancenent 132 may be
known by aol/@eireley obenhargersnt B2oindinrrarpdindnt pede Hresprdngentimpis texanyt e,
enhancenent 132 25may take the formof a plug-in to host application 124.
To the ext bost appiseieon B24atodnfefast erib eitharniPli 136 @ ade¢résing dotttent dil f fdeeetht | v,
enhancement 132 m ght al so be known as an add-in. One of the roles of
enhancenenis 182viilrexplaing pdytdisnd tlvafisingenpme $ Ehtaniantnellt bomposted otehesbl e host
application 124 to interact with either APl 136 or advertising content 114
directly. #Asplingion 124 eepbain refpoed toohsredf asasferdre spplipatenti2ft il 4oraan
actually be inported into host 5 application 124 (variously referred to
herein as sabddiaces,afopl bpdicitdn 24 . mddifiqose tharriogn nertas; widsddvafigihg cat i on
124 is nodified so that it can interact with advertising content 114. In

ot her enbogini@nt B14. SOt Waee capplintalsi abftlad hsplieatanced iw dlfagehanggment
132 so that it can take advantage of thc additional functionality offered

by some enmbadhdmrhs19f o e PEASARE advAHAR bPMhe a4@LHO] Fldabmulis) Off@cdBF m ght
be used to store certain portions of advertising content 114 In sone

embodi nent gmdahRdshREortRdprsdlifserdyerti sing data to help facilitate
rotating advertisenents that arc presented in a user interface portion 138

of disphayhts In Jﬂa%tor%ri'@@ﬁili%ﬁ BE ﬁsedqglgt@retecgrtgi%é%@&%ﬁaﬁ%&iﬁﬁﬁ%&ti S

recei ved I{ve, and data store IS not us n sone” enbodi nents,

AP, 130 P o] d9g Bnl Sboa8lerl 1EL.ORRL AR Lt ETIREN, SGLINALE ARRleat on

124 and adverti sing cont | n"sore s di gest
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out various in assocC
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where it is enapled to be interacted with by way of software application
124. W ref¥™t% this itemas another party because it nmay not be the sane
party that owns conputing devjce 116. For exanple, conputing.device 116 may
facilitatelph esentdspaneyo @fé%atf’fl’éilagp@a%%le"fl&f e}t?remrgla%wﬁ)e@vem, but
an advertisenent m ght be associated with a vendor. If a 25user acts on a
transact i offivire prlicepnc it 4ndl adverhaing cppentyldér Trisgme gydbodineatsy 11180 a

vendor's
helps digest or parse data contained in object 128. It can also help facilitate carrying out

various instructions associated with object 128.

[0017] Also shown in FIG. 1 is another party, which is referenced by numeral 142.
20 As will be explained, advertising content 114 is provided to computing device 112 where

it is enabled to be interacted with by way of software application 124. We refer to this

item as another party because it may not be the same party that owns computing device

116. For example, computing device 116 may facilitate a presentation of advertising

content to client device 112, but an advertisement might be associated with a vendor. If a

25  wuser acts on a transaction-initiation control, then that user might be directed to a vendor’s



website. In another exanple, usage information associated wth advertising
content 114 m ght be communicated fromclient device 112 to other party
142. Thus, other party 142 may take on a variety of forns. 100181Software
application 124 can take on a variety of forns itself. For 5 exanple,
software application 124 m ght be a word-processing application, a
spreadsheet application, a database program a presentation program a
drawi ng pr 9P 12 2ptbe £grmpleappes AR avodppd Mtk erdvitites eetd At
application, a finance-related application, a productivity-enhancenent

appl i cat i ofighi ke ceramupicated frpm)cligatrdgyicy &1 3viosukagipagy Apbl Thuat otberartiidfde
applications that allow for a cal endaring of events or sending and
recei vi ng oaptake on@opridy heformypes of nessages. Dashed |ine 144 conveys that
software application 124 m ght be presented on a display 140. 100191As w ||
be expl ai nE¥18In gr ediodivacbe tpplicativml 02 can Wikepor tai varicty3®f gpmsertedf. For
advertisenent 126 in one enbodinent. In one enbodi nent, U portion 138

m ght bg kecwplasofamaradppaaidn 124migtt panebrdepncdssing apyoicitionn a epreadshicer
interface that is resolved for 15receiving adverti senents such as

advert i senegpllicdtidh, a 100204 Adyand, b pesvenitichdpodrvgd dappairoghm) 4 Aksshging he way
a prior-art advertisenent would appear to a user. But it is not the sane.
Adver ti sengiplicdidf, s &pipRbhalicvaBy@eht SiRition, NafBinte-rélhted Sappica6h,aed Wi th
object 128. Object 128 includes interaction data as well as product

i nfor mat i 0proddQivitieRitiedmdnd fappivatidONnd I [ike. 201ushiiRic Bk Bdflichtont €l at ed
to a product offering that is associated with advertisenent 126. For

exanpl e, i f,cREYeFHicEITE Bat HERY o3 alcBleRda8fle bPekedlsr sélABHY Rk OdRing dMaQif mat i on
130 m ght include information related to the purchase of a new car; perhaps

a singhe CafomQlty %hﬁi%g&! tHRhR 16R"194 bRAGLIET QAUSEe JpPfiQkiBRY PMigh$0 ™ ght
al so include Information on selling a car
be presented on a display 140.
[0019] As will be explained in greater detail below, a Ul portion 138 presents
advertisement 126 in one embodiment. In one embodiment, Ul portion 138 might be
known as an ad panel. An ad panel can be a portion of a user interface that is resolved for
15  receiving advertisements such as advertisement 126.
[0020] Advertisement 126 might appear similar to the way a prior-art
advertisement would appear to a user. But it is not the same. Advertisement 126 is a
special advertisement. Namely, it is associated with object 128. Object 128 includes
interaction data as well as product information 130. Product information 130 is
20  information that is related to a product offering that is associated with advertisement 126.
For example, if advertisement 126 is related to cars, then product information 130 might
include information related to the purchase of a new car; perhaps a single car, or perhaps
multiple cars.

[0021] Product information 130 might also include information on selling a car

25 instead of purchasing a car. If advertisement 126 were advertising financial-related



25i nstead of purchasing a car. If advertisenent 126 were advertising
financial -related information, then product information 130 m ght take the
form of various stock brokers or entities that can manage a person's noney.
In sone situations, ad 126 is directly related to product information 130.
I n other enbodi nents, product information 130 m ght be nore tenuously
related to_advertisenent 126. For exanple, advertisenent 126 m ght be sone
5 sort of GéERIeN fheginkedust igfosatisms BPimpight takedthe Fasenpd tvatioip slofk bTOBES P80 ni ght
take on various fornms ranging from books related to nusic to restaurants
that play Pitijes Hhakas manage crarton| Smgeygaericsitiyoas.iad 426 solrpctivRegedd ng t he
nat ure of product information 130, it mght be textual, an inage, a

mul t i nmedi apfodie infarmdtiged 30.aldotbsr amrbodwimnisn atodueignfofmation 13 maght|be nmirght al so
10 include transaction-related information that includes data that can be

| ever aged teouanlyl mhsxd tstadvdriiscoreni 26s dive ceasgs, @lvenisaompll 24 might bt samsact i on
associated with a product offering that is the subject of an advertisenent.
11 ustrati wet 6ff g@ns@chidasldtacdffioimgpandghadicnofamaiidre 30 mghuekd dmgarivns e

i nformation about a service, providing feedback, sending information,

recei vi ng ftotne Fangingdrom asuks tréletedl kk@usidid feas@nt il piag livantusiatied cbiyaian

el enent that has been 15inported into software application 124. 100231l n
one enbodi paptaphrdy&riba.sement 126 is based on user information found in
connection with the profile data of a user. For exanple, a cookie m ght
reside on glorgnt deiGerdkkZhe Thiuk SORKER M BRatiBALINGY it RRigAt BeltckifiOnAaL i ON
associated with a user. For exanple, a user mght visit certain car-buying

sites in ajRpPRCh ih Gt GERITRPN GidEL BB, of BEMiRatkRQ SRl knawnpPhisbot h the
sites visited as well as information that indicates a geographic |ocation

of thelblseftrclu-gg"ctﬁn -a&foﬂtr'gﬁ{eidgﬁfoi‘rﬁ%féﬁ%t ii&l&@?ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ@ 1e$é?ag§8ftc?5ﬂ”’ﬂe&‘? what

ads to even sen own to client device 112. € USers are

o_even send d | ce 11 fiky e
on Togin_ stk DS TN SR ERARE, o RERcBh ST R SR ERI AT, o ent
h

cookies as 1Ssotﬁle %&b?gctvgftatq agxlfe%is%}’nent?rIllustrative transactions include purchasing an item,

requesting more information about a service, providing feedback, sending information,
receiving information, and the like. A transaction is initiated by an element that has been
15  imported into software application 124.
[0023] In one embodiment, advertisement 126 is based on user information found
in connection with the profile data of a user. For example, a cookie might reside on client
device 112. This cookie might gather profile information associated with a user. For
example, a user might visit certain car-buying sites in a specific geographic region. The
20  cookie would know of both the sites visited as well as information that indicates a
geographic location of the user. This information is used in one embodiment to determine
what ads to even send down to client device 112. If multiple users are associated with
client device 112, then information may be determined based on login such that each

person logging into client device 112 has different cookies associated with him or her.



[0024] I n anot her enbodi nent, the functionalitics offered by the present

i nvention can be handl ed by way of a subscription paradi gm wherein a user

l ogs into a product offering or even sonmething that grants access to host
application 124. This product offering will then utilize the login
information to determ ne what ads to send to software 5 application 124. In
such a situation, the advertisenents are not tied to the client device 112,
but are ti E92¢l a udBrnothgy embedistent thefangiogpfics offered By she nieseridaeniien- based
applications. For exanple, an internet-rel ated conpany night offer online
e-mai | or einebe bndiodebyappy iof atsubsespEenc ParadigMOYRErgin Gowsss [y inip sl Predtdt ons or
spreadsheet applications. These m ght be accessed incident to providing

| ogi n cr edefitringl er. cvtht somethives that gupings dQessrtedent rerlisatame 1 5k ovihgeptodust profi | e
can be accessed that is associated with the login credentials. This profile
can be usedff¢rmgdeilehen wdizatizt logppefoohatadue detesning whatride id schdi4o saftyparovi de t o
a given user by way of client device 112. W will now provide a general

over Vi efv ofpptioajout i24g Ideuvéice sihibPon,nhe adveaGtians wicttot BEeGto te clibf@2bditeim na to
FIG 2, a diagrammatic bl ock di agram of conputing device 112 15 is

provi ded. Coypbiti st tkdvicca dsk2 Ay fllakeation &amplei ef Yhiofinfladadsweb-baskdidi ng,
for exanple, a conputing device such as a gam ng console, a client

conputer, gySieitRs. EeaREkpl, aVdtciad-rQansd tdHarRe imisid GlifcAsnln@RLA4l GOBME er s
and pal mtop conputers, and in sonme enbodi ments devices such as PDAs and

smart phonggincA$HpEbdehs istchFhGwold-pRcbidie 2%3?11@&@18% B8 spi&dsQfct THPHEcaABADT Y
conponents 212 to one or nore processors various 20 presentation

conponent STRAE, mighP 'BE / a@é@sEBdt 1n9ﬁ5ﬂtst02111%v1d'11%p H)tg{no BlcBtHia GOMRAARE M Se 49fn and at
| east one power supply 222. her devices 1ncluding | ower |evel aspects of

th h
€ S E’g“mgr%éfén%% & Sr&\R efgfa fé]\‘afi%ocafi‘ls d Qedded @ &Cﬂéra‘%sicfh‘? ?fﬁﬁ%é Qé}go? atile

[ 0026] ry conponents ude t I ngs such as a rrve

menory (s u&%dé%%lla RAQQ\]{S éo%ﬁlg g?[nsbeatﬁgd {Oh(?etﬁltl‘hllﬁl wk}-%lf' E‘}rlpg a(RIe{t Rtregtcleiai rs 214

control 25OV6I’ a conmuni cat | ons rou eVI ce

st eat e SR O SO B AL S 1 e ol Sl =

nmoni tor or 8'[ I 1 C e
Comet 1 e R ST A 0L 0 o e
8 U L L R, B BB SRR
ordr 8 B0 EABUALDY e U e she fn Lt v, urores

example, a computing device such as a gaming console, a client computer, a server

computer, variations thereof such as laptop computers and palm-top computers, and in
some embodiments devices such as PDAs and smart phones. As shown in FIG. 2, a bus
210 couples one or more memory components 212 to one or more processors 214, various
20  presentation components 216, input/output ports 218, input/output components 220, and at
least one power supply 222. Other devices including lower level aspects of the shown
devices are not shown so as to not obscure the invention.
[0026] Memory components 212 include things such as a hard drive, volatile
memory (such as RAM), buffers, and the like. The one or more processors 214 control

25  overall data communications throughout computing device 112. Illustrative presentation



[ 0027] Al t hough the various blocks of FIG 2 are shown wth Iines for the
sake of clarity, in reality, delineating various conponents is not so clear
and, netaphorically, the 10 lines would nore accurately be grey and fuzzy.
For exanpl e, one may consider a presentation conponent such as a display
device to be an 1/O conponent. Also, processors have nenory. W recogni ze
that such is the nature of the art and reiterate that the diagramof FIG 2
is merely FOMRPSEMEELI Y EcHe fnvigseesiil ay Yelk ShpURHgT BedthelePesatetithACHE used in
connection with one or nore enbodi nents of the present invention.

15[ 0028] CoMput'ewiept devts 28 PIovidey pansedtivity ite drphesl gopapnaatsysugh as printers,

conput er -readabl e nedia. By way of exanple, and not limtation,

conput er - r digdalizemermding thralykee vmral swuRarpls wpmperssts nyrhertingRAM) prifRead Onl y
Menory (ROM); Electronically Erasable Progranmable Read Only Menory

( EEPRQV) ; #idathblikevbpyworsuptlph €22 premdesy/pdvec hnoh ognpeing GORAM 1 i Npttallof
versatile disks (DvVD) or other optical or hol ographic 20 nedi a; magnetic
casset t s, teagmpbnats shoen imajoelimeed its ke ptovcmdge ooder od heke npgnatnitisg or age
devices; carrier wave; or any other nediumthat can be used to encode

desi red i nfiefdmbuonranbowe facddssatdvdpue@sBuin ngnctess:c ewilhl AesdrBHZOVE W | |
descri be sone | ower | evel aspects of our invention in connection wth
FI Gs. 3-7. crhbsdinbg of theSitveh@od-l G 3, an advertisenent 310 is presented in an
area 312 25o0f a user interface 314 of a software application. In the

exanpl e shpyay) the sOfonsy e aRRbUsIASIKOBf PIG. Bl shdwinSwith BiRE AARHERE of
application. Although advertisenent 310 nay appear to be an ordinary

adverti sengRfi Intrehifty afcliH@kihy vAiRE6MPOnARVE hbt SEMBPind, HMapRPEGHIR! €SS Of
adverti senent "310 can be dendted in a variety of ways. An illustrative way

L0 oL KL SRR O B o ST 3 SRR
e ok BTGBy RS0B0S BT SN SALE, o8 e hgRealon
?g;/g'r, ;::ts gggr%tcéss% gvre r}ll\elarXOSry.OfWei rrelgcgg%lazte itlpag s&cﬁa{g th%‘%\f{t%lrret oifscl?err'c?lp attndsr:é‘gergtg‘ r&la?e
the diagram of FIG. 2 is merely illustrative of an exemplary computing device that can be
used in connection with one or more embodiments of the present invention.
15 [0028] Computing device 112 typically includes a variety of computer-readable
media. By way of example, and not limitation, computer-readable media may comprise
Random Access Memory (RAM); Read Only Memory (ROM), Electronically Erasable
Programmable Read Only Memory (EEPROM); flash memory or other memory
technologies; CDROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical or holographic
20  media; magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage
devices; carrier wave; or any other medium that can be used to encode desired information
and be accessed by computing device 112.
[0029] We will describe some lower level aspects of our invention in connection

with FIGs. 3-7. Turning first to FIG. 3, an advertisement 310 is presented in an area 312

25  of a user interface 314 of a software application. In the example shown, the software



with are | egion. For exanple, perhaps advertisenent 310 is surrounded by a
bol d border 10 (not shown) Perhaps advertisenent 310 actually includes
wordi ng that indicates that it can be interacted with (also not shown). In
some enbodi nents, no indication that advertisenent 310 is a speci al
advertisenent is provided. In such a ease, although a user m ght not

i medi ately know that advertisenent 310 can be interacted with, it

nevert hel edligaion afsFiSp3 1 Ay vspadshcstnanpliocgten. | Aldgeel] afversenge’ [0 mpy

associ ated with object 128 What object 128 enables is an interaction

bet ween sofitnfelr & ApEni @dinpynadyegisementaiivie raciugByrenspeginb adywytiseredty adhe on

nmet hod can be enpl oyed so that advertisenent 310 interacts wth software
appl i cat i ospe8iBicss|dfladwtriistmicntsl [0 repe badtnotsd imretviidds of weysuder idipstpgvagay
advertisenment 310 to a destination associated with software application
318. Dest i tandioris ti20advanyiseraeny 310 tdn bdiifittectedtvith yyre provfidessofe want ef marker,
applications. For exanple, in the case of spreadsheet application 318, an
i 11 ustrati whicléstetfonakedby mingdndl 3il6cl ude any of the spreadsheets of the

wor kbook, nanely, anywhere in the grid area. O her interaction nethods

i ncl ude dofdoBe] cl i ckvinger e mdy edkei thed@nt 0S84 Qraghampratitihnaorke ysdgeence
that invokes the interaction nethod, or autonatically addi ng product

i nfor mat i oprehasfidn Rt iASh&RSdonleNard@hition ANcehvBP it AAv&fisdhiar ady ey hbtsh ng
content. [0032]1In this exanple, perhaps a user has indicated that she

wi shes to AsthRMEdeARbhMmth@iRr avale ¥ SRiceRiShaakvaaR At S Whih iREAckEt
information any tinme a certain ad related to a certain product offering

rotates thyangh peoRare cxdidle, tyé}he%}é%v&ﬂseﬁ{mpﬂid‘i@_@ﬁmﬁﬁé&‘ﬁﬁé badRFdct senent s
rotate through concert information, restaurant 5 information, and

aut omhy | €jop fst‘ibrw?)%?.ﬁ Egglg%@cﬁfebﬁs%ﬂﬁ gfti‘o %gtpglﬁf ﬁfcfuﬁésa\;v&qi%dﬂ{?trih&i&ﬁﬂgt it S

presented, I1ts c ding pro ormation I's automati ca I nported

P ot resp | A ! o
1nto so ""@Jnebé‘%%ﬂs&% I% 24 n r§h%¥¥n§a n' Sohde! &Hﬂddﬂhéﬁ%'&s kngi?ctag(gn at

draggi ng- and droppl Ion erein vertisenment I ragged and

q di Cari 28 f .application 318 Doj 1.gh
court i n SNBBHL R4 SRRl PR RHE TP UG e EPe THOTgRP e

result in a pi ron g e Fate .
PIO3SIFLG N6 iHeSiat B, ST B SNSRI h %t iflihotdPERn SPa Bl PECAUSE
can.
15 [0031] Advertisement 310 is special because it is associated with object 128.
What object 128 enables is an interaction between software application 318 and
advertisement 310. An interaction method can be employed so that advertisement 310
interacts with software application 318. Illustrative interaction methods include dragging
advertisement 310 to a destination associated with software application 318. Destinations
20 may vary with different types of software applications. For example, in the case of
spreadsheet application 318, an illustrative destination might include any of the
spreadsheets of the workbook, namely, anywhere in the grid area. Other interaction
methods include double clicking the advertisement 310, completing a key sequence that

invokes the interaction method, or automatically adding product information based, at

25  least in part, on a portion of the advertising content.



the nature of a patent application. Being able to reference specific itens
and to be clear is inportant. But we do not nean to convey that the
spreadsheet 418 is a different spreadsheet than that of FIG 3. W will try
to use like reference nunerals to refer to like 15 itens. As can be seen in
FIG 4, five rows of data 430 have been added, including a first row 432.
What has happened is that incident to draggi ng and droppi ng adverti senent
310 into sﬂﬁg%ar e appl thésatergnria:1 @ethapsodueteTi Mfsoinfigatedn thehsshpe®ihesior t ed
into a work of software application 418. A work m ght be any type of fruit
of a sof t wartematipplly dave amewrarcadsherppepuldted with rredist grformaign dnpriiveessi ng
application, a work m ght be a word- 20 processi ng docunent. [0034] O her

i |1 ustrat i vataigorkesldteicioudesrtaingpodmti sfieate oratasdhkbgoid pacps Esehtatch em, a

dat abase, a web-based application, a drawing file, a nessage, or a

cal endar i ngmb@liated petheps allvertifvecomsetasé thioGeh dgontdre infetreatmnt rewtaukant s a
spreadsheet. More than just the five rows of data 430, other product

i nf or mag i oimfornetiordesd avohabile 43skmatomeElerasing 4 c@ansacdlatod adv2Bisamtmntat i on
control 436, which takes the formof a button, which in this case, includes
the text "pesdgyed 0s botyespor@ngCudie irddiation éxduti@haticaith @gottod ite wbfivdre

provi ded such as "buy it," "go get it," and the like. Al though a button is
shown, t heafplia@t®Acs 180N Arfoivt B20 ireBreb@NlyT RUiclReS Matgineeshdt dopgikeniofien f or m of
a button. In sone enbodinents, it nmay take the formof a hyperlink or sone

ot her cont @breinh@dverista&lt FRANisl HaFRACnd QroBped BASta LA toRtldd 8f kémngaction
5 related to the advertisenent. This can be the case even if application

418 is cl ogeficdws 18Neoli3&D nfiSRRERRGN a REGRMBH aldnDEhPiRAYEhal bR | ON
(430, 434, 436) will be inmmedrately available and presented in the rel evant

sof t wag apﬂ%upation w t hout even the need to receive any additional data.
100351Thus, by draggi ng and droppi ng an advertisenent according to an

[0033] FIG. 4 includes unique reference numerals, but does so mainly because of
the nature of a patent application. Being able to reference specific items and to be clear is
important. But we do not mean to convey that the spreadsheet 418 is a different
spreadsheet than that of FIG. 3. We will try to use like reference numerals to refer to like
15  items. As can be seen in FIG. 4, five rows of data 430 have been added, including a first
row 432. What has happened is that incident to dragging and dropping advertisement 310
into software application 418, product information has been imported into a work of
software application 418. A work might be any type of fruit of a software application.
For example, in the case of a word-processing application, a work might be a word-
20 processing document.
[0034] Other illustrative works include a spreadsheet or workbook, a presentation,
a database, a web-based application, a drawing file, a message, or a calendaring-related
item. In the case of FIG. 4, the relevant work is a spreadsheet. More than just the five
rows of data 430, other product information includes a chart 434 as well as a transaction-

25  initiation control 436, which takes the form of a button, which in this case, includes the

10



10 enbodi nent of the invention into a software application, product

i nformati on has been presented by way of the software application in which
the advertisenment was residing. In the case of the exanple of FIG 4,
information such as nultiple vehicles including a manufacturer's suggested
retail price, editor's rating, and a consuner rating are provided. The

col um headin can be hyperlinked to different agencies or vendors such
that 15 CF%%FW@ RAWHN @/ sPups atheiferipaltindieation soyld g? piogidgd ssh s tRYIE ot her
| ocation to get nore information about the relevant heading. Chart 434 was
aut onat i cal'$yg¥rieatrdithpdied Amongtea daten isrsheppeibe rRRRCiNGRBBITH coobduct
informati on seen is stagnant in sone enbodi nents but dynam c in other
enbodi ment docs Bot nasst émskethetforen efat tutton. trhsonfe opdbodiowsts4B dnas adkarihaclarmioé 20
updated automatically. That is, a web service or other simlar technol ogy
can be | evehggpednk o sveienttizir mortrdlitink atusert dae interasti tdext Veost| idlitiaff usansapgion
communi cation to network 118, if the price of "2007 Chevrol et Uplander™
changes5 t ordi2dd 000 adveiRehdre. daisaac bt theBasccarn lifeappdaived 1 @istcborad deah | y t o
reflect that anount in one enbodi ment. [0037] As nentioned, adverti senent
410 i s hostndwednhe rcopli@ll. | SMorachedr thes prodndt Hidkmabors (a®%043dat43d) wiitlhbpr oduct
information that mght be interpreted differently by different software
appl i cat i ofpsmedi@B§iad@lablenfd Prasmteindhe FldantRoftvirebflicafion Weh&it efgahaumer al
510 is intended to refer to the sane advertisenent 310 that was depicted in
FIG 3. Thge@nbctibé BY ddadfondigaehanged is that this advertisenent 510 is
now being presented in a word-processing application 518. Now, when

adverti Se”fli% 8510 | STIHE agge&&agglﬁgn aﬁ&ﬁeéroﬁﬂn%g' M %d5e?ﬁ§e§ﬁ’é@{ Gc@RBhi CARL ben 518,
pr oduct rmation O takes on a different form In sone enbodi ments,

taki ng;gn @mgé(fu&&{t%tthé vgﬁt@al% iRl A, 1cgf1(£]1T ?Ecﬁgh udnnhégtﬁ%@ﬁ

enbodi nent s I'ng on a erent ftorm neans yi ng t e sane data

di fferent l esejle%?f)g/Jsz}gl e %fftg%ge%ll?ma;l rﬁr?WR H%C?}dvétﬁFe% 501[2351d

wor d- proceSsing a I‘'catl o es aftirst tab as we as a

secondtabe542 n the , 10ta 0 has m_| ar, cha cterlstlcs
LeCTha 1 onki® G5 r WY HASRR BTRIC S, ot iR S0 o] Authd VRl ARIRRRSA LT L

P o gt R ot B S PSS
| at ed r Vi ew t@%l e 542 is al sofl‘?rr ovided. This

oegssgz\?vete iB‘f @%‘?p@glnﬁ%tcalb% YB%r i ST @hé&?ﬂcﬁﬁﬂri‘@é‘ Briugh ghat

Al though it could have_heen, perhaps by way
? cl 1ck?ng on one of them Wllf)take tlrlje use¥ to a We%sne or other location to get more

information about the relevant heading. Chart 434 was automatically created based on the

data in object 128.

[0036] The product information seen is stagnant in some embodiments but

dynamic in other embodiments. For example, the data in the five rows 430 shown can be
20 updated automatically. That is, a web service or other similar technology can be leveraged

to maintain a link to the outside world. Thus, we communication to network 118, if the

price of “2007 Chevrolet Uplander” changes to $21,000, then the data cell B2 can be

updated automatically to reflect that amount in one embodiment.

[0037] As mentioned, advertisement 410 1s host aware. That is, advertisement 410

25  1s associated with product information that might be interpreted differently by different

11



15a text box, these types of decisions can be left to application

devel opers. 100391For exanpl e, application devel opers can deci de how t hey
want their software applications to utilize the data contained in object
128. By way of exanple, we have shown that a spreadsheet application m ght
be interested in presenting a chart 434 of data, whereas a word-processing

application 518 mght be interested in presenting a table 20 542 that
i ncl udes asqfpraEe m%a%ﬁwa%s@msgfkraﬁeé?mﬂatoﬁF{Cha& nglgosmﬁfﬁfet“& el 510
applications (e.g., that of rows 430 and table 540). A

transact i ol-intendodge rfpr tedhe sepic wgtipamant 31 Daowrs dapicdan F5G. Halhaweplyri ef | y

described at least two exanples in a sonewhat |ower level of detail, we
wi | | expanthimnthehisstharged iathap shig advertiscmentoy @ iatrowr koiitd presntbdahsowdidscri be a
couple of other illustrative scenarios. W mght generally refer to

ref erence pwassiak spplivatdnG 181 Ndw,when adeddiseqegehériabragefddrenees Slbuttoi f t he
scenarios that we are about to describe overlap with certain itens of
certai n5fi giftvese apritiesiones I8, ghitducteihformbtoont RIsekési gur elsffdrart fotnar ilh yomd 004011 n
a first scenario, simlar to what we have nentioned prior, suppose that a
fam |y wantsbddimshQptakiag cna afiffasal fopavweced didpaynan diffsrdns &¥ataCamn ioftict i at e a
spr eadsheet
embodiments, taking on a different form means displaying the same data differently.
[0038] By way of example, the product information in word-processing
application 518 includes a first table 540 as well as a second table 542. In the example,
10 table 540 has similar characteristics to the rows 430 of data in FIG. 4. But because this is
a word-processing application, the same data is utilized by a different application in a
different way; namely, a table is presented instead of grids of a spreadsheet being
populated. An overview table 542 is also provided. This overview table 542 was not
provided in spreadsheet application 418. Although it could have been, perhaps by way of
15  atext box, these types of decisions can be left to application developers.
[0039] For example, application developers can decide how they want their
software applications to utilize the data contained in object 128. By way of example, we
have shown that a spreadsheet application might be interested in presenting a chart 434 of
data, whereas a word-processing application 518 might be interested in presenting a table
20 542 that includes a more wordy description of data that is common to both applications
(c.g., that of rows 430 and table 540). A transaction-initiation control 536 is also shown in
FIG. 5. Having briefly described at least two examples in a somewhat lower level of

detail, we will expand on these scenarios a little more abstractly and also describe a couple

of other illustrative scenarios. We might generally refer to reference numerals in FIG. 1 if

12



5 application that is either nodified or includes an enhancenent such as
enhancenent 132 so that advertisenents are presented in a screen area of
the application. Cient 132 understands not only the custoner's profile,

but al so context and behavi or across a desktop machi ne and devices that are
used either at an office, a hone, or even on the nove. R ch advertisenents
are provided to client device 112. An indicator such as that of 10 316
denot es t hahemalgny sfnerad ggferigncesdit ifdhg WERARE thetVaprterbo P deicrbe avida@ir oppi ng
an advertisenent into host application 124 initiates a match up that was
pover ed byWitheeran derat of ceraia figwies, champyen night whvd tedateriiardsher dirity-er ent

options that can help a user nake a decision is now presented within

sof t ware ap¥dlcat i ordn 2Austisteeti6, simig4a Mhbreobare mankienqgdrroguctipiosé ehat i on
inmported can be edited by way of the 15 relevant software application.
Still furt herly wintdesshopdor ansehraneldpdaveer¢domimpor tAedsepremd uctiaté akpeadhécon can
be comruni cated back to an advertisenent provider or a third party 142. For
exanpl e5 saypios@nahatiindither duaificdtoarichdicohfi cmiahbengent bish asfenfidneemaar 32 But
then the user deleted two of the rows that were associated with two of the
cars. | n ogpe tiexadpresenpek ap pradshose irdel siden rnscaasfethe appliciticat edidaack2t o al |
parties; such that the owners of the products 20 that were shown in the
rows that ggierstRldened oflygit KBOWNOWréfle SBNdalsd SRREItadndObdhevior Skbisl arly,
the renaining potential vendors nay also be nore highly notivated to send a

speci al pr gdueh Riheki A RSickd haChRNBEP cfIRE a5 WEGERS, b MEMEASCeveh HnSAEE
enbodi nents, an indication can be provided that i ndi cat es t hat

adver ti semppt. 126 hag RerPndhRGARLINS Qhe?l@fiémrl%a%' 1h&@$t61%ﬁchl%4hat%@
illustrative indication is referenced by numeral 438 in 25FIG 4. [0042] As

noted, 1§ he; P@B&opersoc}{étdﬁd é}vgliﬁ%éen“é’fciﬁlﬁé)@g&efa&%'\@& 1%4 gg d% 4t dr &‘” ly

have to have been create serving t erti se 126.

Product i n%&; mRLLon ; Ohogfg}%pqw&%egz a%s Qla&ﬁrﬁﬂ ﬁlg‘%wa g?&l&'eéf %&r %I on

the time o CaUSI ng a ver ment er act
124. Thi s ate bi.ndi n in n 0 over,
snas tiver PRGf Dafl pEERERE Wiconts S“nag%ef?ﬂg o YT EenttRET T et PROY 57

t hat data goes not need t ntioned this in the

past . The BRGMIE "PHPGHHRC %ﬁﬂ&é@%ﬂéﬁw\ﬁﬁ@qﬁ%’ﬁaﬁf 2 that changes as market
o TR, 10 R R b R P RSN B el OP
O O ST LSBTl "G R0 o D2 L S, A0 S8, ™ O
ave C
information can be communicated back to an advertisement provider or a third party 142.
For example, suppose an individual started off with a list of five cars. But then the user
deleted two of the rows that were associated with two of the cars. In one example, perhaps
those deletions are communicated back to all parties; such that the owners of the products
20  that were shown in the rows that got deleted might know now to send a special offer.
Similarly, the remaining potential vendors may also be more highly motivated to send a
special product offering as its chances for success increase. In some embodiments, an
indication can be provided that indicates that advertisement 126 has been dragged into

software application 124. An illustrative indication is referenced by numeral 438 in

25  FIG. 4.
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100431Consi der al so a web scenario. Users of an online mail application

m ght be discussing a next vacation to a certain destination or set of
destination possibilities. Travel options begin showing up in the side
panel (e.g., 312, 412, 512). !'hese are intelligent objects capable of
providing rich information and al so capable of storing and sharing a 15
user's planned schedule for later use. If _a particular_ advertisenent is
shown t hat [4042lof i ntisyesed; therdapgiovideddeselivyn egrfication B4 4i¢ eetaweesitth a
nmessagi ng program including a mail program even if that mail programis
web- based. haectonbivegbess geritd at the) ame aefdsarnag | thk advrikemen] éZ(pos}E}’P@HCé n
this exanple, a new nail nessage m ght be conposed with various options for
travel al r edetpatonf3@Quewdd coSemak wabssinbée odeparilenteatdht ¢igcapfecausing

20aut omatically populated with rel evant dates and tines based on profile

i nf or mat i ondwgtteemed 260 inteeactiseth’ Iosprpflichtean 1004 FhSoperexapple, bifdinght s
flying out of a certain city and to a certain city. The user can

exper i nent tangetihg dn fdtiear emdrdposdbiebldrt bes ahdrtingkcantalatiéd suovidesnditago a gi ven
time frane. Satisfied with a given selection, the mail nessage can be sent
t o ot her pagfivaesapplicaiohnbrtesidata MbEsany Reed td be §thiée. ree bfidfBnhemiphsd thid imake
changes, then when the original sender views his information, the changes
are aut omatheGakd. Y Theploaedt @fforntities, 130f coaldBF H0H dsta ttha\Bhngdel amnsnanet @ng€ hanged
by anot her person, then those changes will be automatically reflected.

| nst ead Of timefr@REYChRscDUSHr RUHSIONT IR Jah@NPREAShEN 4I1Biid FeBpdned nfoRHsNQkr,
directed to "finalize travel" could be provided in the person' sweb-based

mai |ing applei &at 14@0,- AACHADG %) g rn&PBIFA il B0 aYSRaiRlcal ERSE n@D
initiation of a transaction to begin In sone enbodi nents, the entire

Lransaghi OfnGeheResifAMPhEbAdnIhlh hAR il of a button. |n ot her

enbodi nents, “clicking suc é saction-initiation control takes a user to
Sovsroor Sy | o \ShELPACOIRLE g TLAEN, LAOAREH M LRARL SR @
discussing a next vacation to a certain destination or sct of destination possibilities. Travel
options begin showing up in the side panel (e.g., 312, 412, 512). These are intelligent
objects capable of providing rich information and also capable of storing and sharing a
15  user’s planned schedule for later use. If a particular advertisement is shown that is of
interest, it can be acted on so as to interact with a messaging program, including a mail
program, even if that mail program is web-based. Technologies such as AJAX and the
like make this possible. In this example, a new mail message might be composed with
various options for travel already configured. Several possible departure dates are
20  automatically populated with relevant dates and times based on profile information
gleaned from the user’s profile.
[0044] For example, flights flying out of a certain city and to a certain city. The
user can experiment with different possibilities and pick a date surrounding a given time

frame. Satisfied with a given selection, the mail message can be sent to other parties of

25 interest. Moreover, if the recipient opts to make changes, then when the original sender

14



10 using an application-devel opment application. Wile working toward a
dat abase project, a tool box begins populating with interesting targeted
ads. In this case, the LI areas such as 312, 412, and 512 arc not so |arge
and actually consunme spaces such as buttons or tool boxes as part of
seanlessly integrating into a software application. Wereas a typical next
step mght be to retrieve a dataset and populate a data grid in a form
desi gner, Yi5Ws hischaipsmationy B chy1gaty8 GHIER lcailzzreﬂ%ctq#os?ihuwg? gerseipptravel
advertisenents cone nainly from dat abase conpanies that provide tools for
dat abase dekey wprehangeh by arathar emsen, ithen. thgsg ghpeesgilidhef ugomeaticalbagBented t i es
are understood by a devel oper, a respective advertisenent icon can be
clicked onlmstsad of i atady 4o bunt buttoot i drangctibn-iohieatide wehtop rderetted pgp [fiesdize on.
Rel evant code is actually added to the person's application through a 20
mechani sm sach’ asildabd proguead) e the pemsan’s eehibessdnbaiting fpplipationt Mcangentthist ep of
retrieving datasets and di splaying themin the data grid of a form A
devel opgr camroat@iid saee adekat ghi fniteriendbf atrhoactidngd degnt hesonar @ntadpiawed i n
sonme enbodi nents. This is an exanple where we nean to convey that a broad
def i ni t i onthehatitedrabercgoem teaotrpeetdderith thprcickietta buifoar mabihemembokinadahis t
informati on doesn't necessarily relate to information for sale in

connect i onclwking @cPaoeiaciction-{efidtidg .comadiNgkes d tiscfiRy a Rendonfsavdmaitd @hgpich as
programmati c code that we have just described in connection with a

devel opi ngcsiRNte%toived @QAshdddaer e are various ways to facilitate an
interaction between advertising content 114 and software application 124.

Ve will depguspe onediBlufiofd adlopkd §ddsioat inifis 2xRHPIROSBRose Rtindiliagdqul d not
be construed as limting in nature. An illustrative exanple that we wll
show wih | pend 1 dBEcABRLEN o iofi0 cingVolard Dl f-gr gnce to
FI G 6,6cog§?%or%?oﬁ%glggﬁ%ﬁ}éggﬂﬁﬁgh?o'?ﬁg@§§1dﬁ%ﬁﬁ%g%?%ggﬂ%ﬂ&gfgé. 4 and
and the ool PR sErf bAERE SRy dublcblly gfRhed Hhhip QRIS LT MY g
Shoan descr bean“BkaRbIE Bt o kpsic By dorla S b BAPE B g
also be live, Thus with reference to FIG 7, code portion 714 indicates how
live data B8R sl S SOl LB * ST IOP SYSEAS BPRITE grant
e R TR Fo e R R
For exanple, line 718 corresponds to a portion of information describing
bar chart BEaussradepigsing cogiep bkt sy @wara hfesdvedivementh épmy aidy e al so
descri bed. Moreover, |line 720 is relevant to table 542 of FIG 5 in that it
def : _nest a e%tilh}siawtamteﬁ Hat Mrglg&@g}s]f?& d%a&f\s?’@V@l@@ﬁ?ﬁ?wdmlmﬁwgﬁ: i
applications can o o include different fornms o e sane data. For

eggrrpl e, allfdéld- prgef’e%séiffvgenwaaﬁéllitiq&aarﬁ omdaisigrd Wpte dwckHkPp owRspedtive
information associated with the chart that is described in line 718.
2s'that Xsscciated with I ne 720 1 nFIG 7. hgai m w6 do not I mply that (h
as at associ ated wi i ne in . Again, we do not inply tha e
i Il ustratiwlisghene RefevEit Gode 6s amthally iaddadest thecpérvam’s bpitlicptiow ildegzhas | east
one exanple to illustrate different functional aspects of the present

i nvent 2On. mShaaBur sieh asitilhignagegneXivhl dospoodnt ithhapdath i acatapardtretrietiny e
either, it is nerely one way of providing the information used to help
facilitat ed@sheisrng rdalayg thérh hin ehehdasd gradppf 4 Gainl OR.developer can also see code

differentiations before they are approved in some embodiments. This is an example where
we mean to convey that a broad definition should be given to the term “product

information.” Product information doesn’t necessarily relate to information for sale in

15



100491To recapitulate, and wth reference to FIG 8, an illustrative nethod
for enabling an advertisenent to interact with a software application is
provided. At a step 5 810, advertising content is received that is to be
hosted by the software application. In one enbodinent, the advertising
content includes an advertisenment 126 to be presented as well as an object
128 that includes product information 130 and that can be interacted with
by the sof ESaPEioapI TRIOAEH offeee. pRYBTet MaRsriRRITHiPnr et eROgBMEHF oduct
offering that is being pronoted by the advertisenent. As we have nentioned,
this nexusceste tht sghere jugidescsibpdin copnaciomuie A dpeiaping copsXs onret | mes very
tight and is sonetines | oose. 100501 At a step 812, advertisenent 114 is

pr esent ed UW4§oftwaﬁ@wapgmi@@bhbﬁm1212ﬂmﬁﬁWBfma@@ﬂdégcﬂkbﬁﬁp2ﬁhﬁﬁﬁnan occur
by presenting advertisuaent 114 in a screen arca such as that of 312, 412.
or 512. | ncotdnerl 14nbbshftvemt spplichicn ey Weoul doycripe esenteihed fadilesttatise ment
126 as part of an icon or as part of a tool box. 15[0051] At a step 814, an

i nt er acf i opurpedchddt it sheidaidtdd cotriithds 1fnifihgar @tapphn datsirativek2dmplarthaut i 11 ze
product information 130 to present a presentation that becones part of a
wor k of sofitweitleshawplillCiat inothe T3dkext TdfeansRMIWedrepoapl | Wath iigifialc&ferédeeno be
utilized to nodify inported product information. W have previously
nentioned Fid.@stodt porgonVBIKSoraspeéiel ab et willrhn seddivarie AGRPl4 &at §.0Twde t hi ngs
such as presentation files and word- 20 processing docunents as a coupl e of

exanpl es. [H@oRBP in@RhLkON fitNadw bESRI, %@&a@rr&dugk il Pl uNBY kRNod3Gosdig be used
to nodify 1 nported product i nformation hat is, if product in ornatlon 130

i's inmportegh Mi@hia sYPEOFRY 9C YRSIINht BERILR M rbivs ﬁﬁ%@sﬁké’@# diMpREyMeypul at ed
by a word-processing program That is, it is not a static picture or

represegt aB&rﬂgr}i Q1> daliant Vel e nBt“E&‘?o f d&%béoﬁ NQait leeof{ QaiR€afTRni gyl gL ed by

the hostin |cat|on 124. e case of spreadsheets, data are

i mpor ted 'ﬁq%@m%%h'(gm% 53 g&%i%é“@i S cRA3E 0 pil Mg, L(}Algfmﬂata are

imported t can raw ng app |caf|on he case of

developnent catlon IS I orted t d.a

exoout 60 wIERER RS e EroRE Rt FoER orGoaSPmdSadrvine "B cat i on
124 can be a, thick client application. That is, the 5 appllcatlon can take
the form of® software application akin to mhat is referred to as a "WN32"

applicatio he apR|, |.ications. c al s, be web-based appl.ications,
appllcatloﬂ@ %hat be‘ﬁgé Opﬁmﬁﬂgﬂpﬁn?ﬁﬁﬁﬁpé3aﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁqupg¢%5?bﬁ§W§“ﬁEﬁtloned
advert|5|ng content 114 é%n be variabl e accordlng to attributes of a user

so t hat” ad¢@®r thogy t GifEriyesr shey rdibfered; dagy  Jior £xpMpleoRedtf on wit h
a first user but a second set of data in connection with a 10 second user.

Thus, if tFETSPIE taspertiepiafsmatipnsiesqithing kagckart 494 diFd bt Bdich.Hottcavel i ng,

then that user may receive travel-related advertisements But if a user
appears t ov#feseardmtldr ggluegarp alse descabrd. enseer, lingeR0 dtwgtevi &g tablgyp4d@y of t he
same nmechani sm may receive news-rel ated offerings.

FIG. 5 in that it defines a grid panel. In this way, it can be seen how different applications

can opt to include different forms of the same data. For example, a word-processing
20  application might opt to skip over the information associated with the chart that is
described in line 718. Similarly, a spreadsheet application might opt to ignore grid panels,
such as that associated with line 720 in FIG. 7. Again, we do not imply that the illustrative
scheme of FIGs. 6 and 7 is restrictive, but provides at least one example to illustrate

different functional aspects of the present invention. Of course, utilizing XML is not
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100531As nentioned, a visual indication can be presented that said
advertisenent 15 can be interacted with. An illustrative exanple of this is
referred toin FIG 3 by nuneral 316. W have al so described that ways such
as thick outlining could be used as well as other ways to visually indicate
that advertisement 126 can be interacted with. Anything fromcolors to a
gradient fill to actual text that indicate that the advertisenent can be

i nt er act edfFnded \beretictiyssithe it isghergy pne May bR Vidingsthe infejmalign gsed to
application 124 itself is 20 nodified so that it can interact with

adver ti si nbele &siliéste ad maeraqtign pith@hogimppliiali®tht s, an enhancenent 132 al ong the
lines of a plug-in or add-in can be utilized in connection wwth a software
appl i cati o042 so tTatccimtubataeni orithcreferbme taddGul.tdn dlosteative siatipdciont ent
114. [0054] At a step 816, product information is inported into software
appl i cat i omnablidg aThiwsrirsemaittte interact \pitle s eoftwadre applicatigoistpradcdappl 4 stap i on 124
of inported product 25information. This inported product information is
nodi f i abl e8by adaftisiver @nepipk reaivedthat i3 Bibe okted butiespftivire applecagot. dhiooer of

i mported product information is variable according to the type of software
appl i cat i oembddergotht whicaisagRbheatih@ided 24 adertisd@emrids ngbe/predched ps esiént at i on
may take on a first formwhen the product information is inported in a
first softwaireolaqpl2e ahi BluBE prod@it infdematéh 83058@aRM hiObentdiedied WiIREY ed into
a second software 5 application. W provided exanples of this in

connect i onthM olwhileGplidatiBRd The PORICE idfiehaGianBelstad B 9 PURIub! SBrin® tRatdi f f er ent
presentation of product information in spreadsheet application 418 as

conpar ed t QeiMOLERILQL B9 Sh AWRRREMEAL | RD wR1Brve [RAm31ME ugX RkaisnGdybigt a
transaction-initiation control can be part of transaction data that is

| mpor t egl. lnffoxﬁﬁﬁ&f'to%ﬂve&i&ﬁleh{ 2 hﬁé%%ﬁr’t}'ir#& Ad iQEbn?eQ{&LeE RosiNitiates a

transaction 10 related to the advertise even | Is1s later in tine

from when uct i nf.or i : fir i t. }

applicati oﬁﬁ)?gh. Thust,a i %%3%‘%9” n?rgrlr%gﬁ% 81%9&%8681 1??0?&%%3?@%5%\%{ gzélhuary 1,
and then a,user, cl oses. t work that the informt.ion .. mported into, and
O R T s A S N S S T S R 48 et S B
as the "ready t u tf.aon" ). is. still active and applicable to at
Moast st o ik Brait RO o SN 1 BeRE bRt SRRl & BiSontiPe
advertisement 126. 11%)561At a step 818, that {)ransacti on is shown to at

| east be sf Vreftgar'nent as part of an icon or as part of a toolbox.

15 [0051] At a step 814, an interaction method is enabled so that software application
124 can utilize product information 130 to present a presentation that becomes part of a
work of software application 124. The software application can then be utilized to modify
imported product information. We have previously mentioned illustrative works
associated with software applications, things such as presentation files and word-

20  processing documents as a couple of examples. The application that receives product
information 130 can be used to modify imported product information. That is, if product
information 130 is imported into a word-processing program, it can actually be
manipulated by a word-processing program. That is, it is not a static picture or
representation of data to the tune of not being able to be manipulated by the hosting

25  application 124. In the case of spreadsheets, data are imported into cells of spreadsheets.
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[0057] I n the exanple we just described, the product information was

i medi ately present and avail abl e by way of the work (spreadsheet,
docunent,etc.) incident to a reopening of the work without a need to
recei ve any additional data. 20100581At a step 820, advertising content 114
is automatically updated. In some enbodi ments, this includes updating only
a portion of advertising content 114. For exanpl e, perhaps only product

i nf or mat i oft hecasesofyFauingdiles Ja@tFie mrorise dhateat 8¢ manin&irdt hyote dedvdngd dat a
may be updated so that pressing a buy button directs a user to a different
site. |n samdiceiphodimdi gase td devplapmerteappligndians. egdaliy émpgrtadnibar £ad bpr oduct
25i nformati on. Thus, when an application is newly opened, it is updated
wi t h r ecenmodiditd and excoried wilbo dicrsmelopipg oduronmemf or mati on is updated in rea
time by way of a live source through, for exanple, network 118. In other
enbodi nent §)05pr oductThenbibwamtporaiion lddandd althickkliont byplwetyonofThat isobal
source such as | ocal database 134. In other enbodi nents, updating

adverti 5i ngpptiomtioantanitaicl thddernr ef exefinciragppleatdn ddh ao sthetr 8 rdfdded @ aegei ve
additional 5 advertisenments. In such an exanple, especially in the ease
where an i NWeNED” gphaeiohi Qe kpplidtondichdblse be kveb-dagdlapplévdddd sabpptications
sporadically, nmuch advertising content can be downl oaded and stored in data
store 134. thihbSudedEanoddy ansdret @lath3AL@EBvibBNMBRISE hdl&titifg ddrtdht aY£ ! €

t hrough different advertisenents and/or different interaction options.

100591At acsitiRPvaBdile ablDABE: loHitBbiRd bONusdeSsdthAVAdI&Hsih® céhtér® IR RIS £ElpI ent
such as 10 other party 142 Usage information m ght include statistic

i nformati og,; $eGhads cBnRURCKitRh HiEWS: At LLESHRI Rt BENAL bl SGRBARIS Wifh & nunber
of click interactions with the advertisenents. These are but a coupl e of

exanpl g thcBJI;]d Hs%}.:rgfé%r I ARPRGE aﬁ%él%&’% ﬂlulﬁ. lhﬁff;aﬂl‘?eré’s?édgmtt&vé}in ﬁglhl?l ent.

100601l n another e ment, a net for facilitating advertis

interactio i t [ i i,nclades c i i ch
advertisengﬁﬂﬁgbH%%h?mgg%aﬁséﬁggggkgﬁ%&k%ﬁghgeJ%gé§§h§% agbg?%éﬁgm%§2. The
advertisingl%oQteﬂt hqﬁluqﬁst %J%%yert%segpn%ﬂ}zg/a%nw%hhlggngnrob'ect 128,
whi ch i ncl 08 eéir OqUE™ i nF'oP maYs Of 30 "4 Wel 1M Q¥ T BT AU T ol Mt at i on

i nf ormati on tha%W%&ﬁfLes a transaction associated with the advertisenent to
be initiat8d'¥rF “HI'% a work that was devel oped by way of the 20

software appljication, In this way, a recipient of the advertising content
s enabl ed 035kt i | 1 75 PRGOS Al BESHICHER 9 PRScTFE WAt WYEHSTRE pr oduct
information by acting aon the_advertisenent_ 114 tq inport_product

i nf or mé? | oFFnl%eGnﬁeWF@gt“ﬂ@’ <UF et ve sl ef B 1s fgerwgﬁ? i‘bﬂ%ﬂ? byayEetd act on
an advertisenent includes things such as double clicking the advertisenent
or drapi ng3HnhdWerspppkag dessebeddhal vivs shehes thisk oudining suldvee wedeewell @961] The

advertising content is variable according to attributes of a user such
other ways to visually indicate that advertisement 126 can be interacted with. Anything

from colors to a gradient fill to actual text that indicate that the advertisement can be
interacted with by host application 124. In some cases, software application 124 itself is
20  modified so that it can interact with advertising content 114. In other embodiments, an
enhancement 132 along the lines of a plug-in or add-in can be utilized in connection with a
software application 124 so that interaction can be made with advertising content 114.
[0054] At a step 816, product information is imported into software application
124. This results in a presentation in software application 124 of imported product

25  information. This imported product information is modifiable by software application
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that the advertising content includes a first set of data in connection
with the first user but a second set of data in connection with a second
user. We have previously elaborated on this aspect of the invention. A
presentation of inported product information can vary 5according to the
sof tware application such that the presentation takes on different forns
for different types of applicatiaons, as al so previously described
100621Thus }2%0%%»@%@@ PrspEion of énprred PerAyek infagmatian; is Bariblracserdiee ce 116
t hat comuni cates advertising content such as content 114 to be ultimately
recei ved bipcatypt ioéripftepis| anphicdtion Beicsrlagre aprlicatian dgplis- catqcordimza . thThe
advertising content includes an 10 object that describes how product

i nf or mat i opreydntation ntaydalednes fiiss fomy elemttegprodect ifotyeatigh nenroyted rpofitséd i nt o
the client application after sonme inporting event. Wen such an event
occurs, prsdivctre applicativatbutmay ské oposdcend fomnovhichempafedwetp e seqpll sefatdiron based
on the type of software application. 100631Many different arrangenents of
t he var’ ouspptionpaneit praéfeild ckadpleast thisl ih chbneasorc with dh@sntdsandat, wehewhe ar e
possi ble without departing fromthe spirit and scope of the invention.
Enbodi ment sanef dithgalvientd andiffave: peentatdes of ippeiicrdfhintalien imkgwidshet be
illustrative rather than restrictive. Alternative enbodinents wll becone

appar ent t goflib@ss 43Kiab bbarddl th R@rdplocdshiag apldicidn dlgpart fromits scope. A
skilled artisan may develop alternative neans of inplenenting the

af orement i s i Mpr ave R ifedMhhNOMinsERBAY iR DN 28htF AWk BEpRESPEanctibhe
invention. [0064]1t wll be understood that certain features and
subconbi nafi®ns¢ %riﬁlpgﬁe&t iflabded on, the transaction-initiation control initiates a transaction

10 related to the advertisement even if this is later in time from when product information 130
was first imported into software application 124. Thus, if product information 130 is
imported on January 1, and then a user closes the work that the information was imported
into, and then opens it several weeks later, the transaction-initiation control (such as the
“ready to buy button” 436) is still active and applicable to at least start a purchasing or

15  some other transaction associated with advertisement 126.

[0056] At a step 818, that transaction is shown to at least be started.

[0057] In the example we just described, the product information was immediately
present and available by way of the work (spreadsheet, document, etc.) incident to a
reopening of the work without a need to receive any additional data.

20 [0058] At a step 820, advertising content 114 is automatically updated. In some
embodiments, this includes updating only a portion of advertising content 114. For
example, perhaps only product information 130 is updated. In other embodiments,
transaction-related data may be updated so that pressing a buy button directs a user to a
different site. In some embodiments, this includes updating already imported product

25  information. Thus, when an application is newly opened, it is updated with recent data. In
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and may be enployed wi thout reference to other features and subconbi nations
and are contenplated within the scope of the clains. Not all steps listed
in the various figures need be carried out in the specific order described.
For exanple, block 818 could cone after 820 because the initiation of the
transaction mght be a final interaction between the user and the
advertisenent. CLAIMS The invention clained is; . 1. One or
nore conpuP®r cPeeimeNteriedent AnfeEvaion drpadasd ExeeutimpIy Vis et adte sA¥Cenbodi ed
t hereon for performng a nmethod of enabling an advertisenent to 5interact
with a sof thigies, fepprampds pefivork He. deptheenghegmdngs, aygduct informatipe isaipdptad) 810

advertising content 114 that is useable to host an advertisenent 126 in the
sof t war e apehliychy ivenr df2# lacal savrcer sigh 18831 Fatebasa 1dderini othar dnalmdingts he
sof tware application, wherein the advertising content includes, 10(1) an
adver t i sengmtatitpabertpmgsenteednalides referendies lard aataatode [3)to agreobjadditiork?8 t hat
i ncl udes product information 130 and that can be interacted wth by the
sof t war® applettGamensn, Inwhdr @i exatnhle, gpoedaliytin ithaf @swbdroan ingdradt esnriecticm ipr oduct
offering that is being pronoted by the advertisenent;
unavailable or is only available sporadically, much advertising content can be downloaded
and stored in data store 134. This local data store 134 can then be used to locally cycle
through different advertisements and/or different interaction options.
[0059] At a step 822, usage information is provided to a remote recipient such as
10 other party 142. Usage information might include statistic information such as a number
of views of certain advertisements or a number of click interactions with the
advertisements. These are but a couple of examples to illustrate the aspect of providing
usage data to a recipient.
[0060] In another embodiment, a method for facilitating advertisement interaction
15  with a software application includes communicating such advertisement content to a
remote computing device such as client 112. The advertising content includes an
advertisement 126 as well as an object 128, which includes product information 130 as
well as transaction-initiation information that enables a transaction associated with the
advertisement to be initiated from within a work that was developed by way of the
20  software application. In this way, a recipient of the advertising content is enabled to
utilize the software application to interact with the product information by acting on the
advertisement 114 to import product information 130 into the software application. As

mentioned, ways to act on an advertisement includes things such as double clicking the

advertisement or dragging and dropping the advertisement into a relative space.
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15presenting 812 the advertisenent within the software application; and
enabling 814 an interaction nethod with the software application such that
the product information is utilized by the software application to present
a presentation that becones part of a work 418 of the software
20application such that a the software application can then be utilized to
nodi fy i nported product Information 430/434/436. ) 2. The nedia
of clai m 1[00&kker ei n theerdsgtitinacentaygf Veblorrepisling topatigibuteg of aner such
application. 3.The nmedia of claim1, wherein the advertising content is
vari abl e at@bihdiadgrisingeontenbineladesgr firgt sgsef daga jipisornpgtion wih giaptrise g
content includes a first set of data in connection with a first user, but a
second set aefcoddtd of Aate onpmotdtion wiiht thscgorslewsondWadeve prsvioTiheclaatitad of ¢l ai m
1, wherein the software application includes a selection fromthe
f ol | owi ng: thes woed-qirtbe essiting. appireseatkii@nef imported product information can vary
5 according to the software application such that the presentation takes on different forms
for different types of applications, as also previously described.
[0062] Thus, we have described a remote computing device such as device 116
that communicates advertising content such as content 114 to be ultimately received by a
client application such as software application 124. The advertising content includes an
10  object that describes how product information within the advertising content is to be
directly imported into the client application after some importing event. When such an
event occurs, product information is imported into the software application based on the
type of software application.
[0063] Many different arrangements of the various components depicted, as well
15  as components not shown, are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. Embodiments of the invention have been described with the intent to be
illustrative rather than restrictive. Alternative embodiments will become apparent to those
skilled in the art that do not depart from its scope. A skilled artisan may develop
alternative means of implementing the aforementioned improvements without departing
20  from the scope of the invention.
[0064] It will be understood that certain features and subcombinations are of utility
and may be employed without reference to other features and subcombinations and are

contemplated within the scope of the claims. Not all steps listed in the various figures

need be carried out in the specific order described. For example, block 818 could come
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a spreadsheet application; a database program 10a presentation program a
drawi ng progran a nessagi ng application; an application-devel opnent
application; a finance-related application; and 15a
producti vi ty-enhancenent application. 5. The media of claim1,
wherein the software application includes an internet-browsing application.
6. The nedia of claim 1, wherein the work includes one or nore selections

fromthe faitaréap Recaustohe Wtaiopobedsmnpgtion s he & fRalsipicrstahbiy ey the

wor kbook; a presentation; a database;
user and the advertisement.
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a web-based application; a drawing file; a nessage; or a

cal endaring-related item 7. The nedia of claiml, wherein
presenting the advertisenment 5includes presenting a visual indication 316
that the advertisement can be interacted wth. 8. The nedi a of
claim1l1l, wherein the interaction nmethod includes one or nore of the

fol | ow ng: draggi ng the advertisenent to a destination associ ated
with the software application; 10double clicking the advertisenent;

conpl eting a key sequence that invokesaiMe net hod or automatically
adding the interaction content based, at least in part, on a portion of the
adver ti si nfhemmtrgioh claimed is: 9. The nedia of claim@8, wherein the
interaction nethod is nade 15 possible by way of one or nore of the

fol |l ow ng processes: nodi fying the software application to receive
t he product i nformatlion; Qme or more computer-readable media have computer-executable

instructions embodied thereon for performing a method of enabling an advertisement to
5 interact with a software application, the method comprising:
receiving 810 advertising content 114 that is uscable to host an
advertisement 126 in the software application 124 in an area 138/312 of a
user interface of the software application, wherein the advertising content
includes,
10 (1) an advertisement to be presented within the area; and
(2) an object 128 that includes product information 130 and
that can be interacted with by the software application,
wherein the product information relates to a product offering
that is being promoted by the advertisement;
15 presenting 812 the advertisement within the software application;
and
enabling 814 an interaction method with the software application
such that the product information is utilized by the software application to
present a presentation that becomes part of a work 418 of the software
20 application such that a the software application can then be utilized to

modify imported product information 430/434/436.

2. The media of claim 1, wherein the software application is a thick-

client application.
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utilizing a software enhancenent in connection with the software
application to receive the product information. 2010. The nedia of claim?9,
wherein the interaction nethod further includes inporting product
information into the software application, resulting in a presentation in
the software application of inported product information, which is
nodi fi abl e by the software application. ) . 11. The nedi a of
claim 10, wherein tRe prd&emicdts frelgm {npesreiadhordgiieing WrGRNENRERIS s

vari abl e according to the software application such that the presentation

t akes on aaqcpding Poytibuiseal & meer predthet the pfvrrisng emtqns inglpdastaeldrst setQf f i r st
software application but takes on a second formwhen inported into a second
sof t war e Sagplii camnpasien with a first user, but a sgondlset ofediaan gbnrstteinnwitloa sedeed ei n t he
product infotination includes transaction data that is useable to present a
transactiomser.nitiati on control 436/536 which, if acted on, initiates a
transaction related to the advertisenment even if later in time from when
the product information was first inported into the software application.
1013. The nedi a of cldi m T2 nfedrat dfedaimonprhicsimthefsativhictappliicagomincldass a
start of a transaction associated with the advertisenent incident to
recei vi ng sdetion fipmtthdipllomingof t he transaction-initiation control. 14.The
medi a of claim 13, wherein the start of the transaction was initiated
after a dosing and a reopevwrdgrootssingapplizhlion;and wherein the product
information 15 was i nmedi ately present and avail able by way of the work
incident to the reopeni ng spdchdyaett applide@sh;t 0 recei ve any additional data.
15The media of claim1, further conprising automatically updating t he
advertising content witharewbadyRigtdngi Ng content, and wherein automatically
updating the advertising content includes automatically updating inported
productgi nformation that ,2QhagkidersLrhfported into the work. 16. The nedia
of clam 15, wherein automatically updating the

a drawing program;

a messaging application;

an application-development application;
a finance-related application; and

15 a productivity-enhancement application.

5. The media of claim 1, wherein the software application includes an

internet-browsing application.

6. The media of claim 1, wherein the work includes one or more
selections from the following:
20 a word-processing document;
a spreadsheet or workbook;
a presentation;
a database;

a web-based application;
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interaction content includes one or nore of: providing live content froma
renote | ocation; updating the interaction content froma |ocal data source.
17. The media of claim1, further conprising providing to a renote
reci pi ent usage information associated with the advertising content.

18. A method for facilitating advertisenment interaction wth a software
S5application, the nmethod conpri sing: communi cati ng advi senent
content 114 to a remote édWIts Al§: device 112, the advertising content
including an advertisenent 126 and an object 128 that includes,

(1) product information 2r3sag8d¥ci ated with the 10 advertisenent that
facilitates an integration of the product infoiivation into a work

318/ 418/ 518 of the softwarcelcapphgcdatcdiigmand (2)
transaction-initiation informati on that enables a transacti on associ at ed
with the advertisenent to be initiated 15fromw thin the work; such

that a recipient of %he d#vemediajqfgclemnt bnwhersine pesbingdg t e yadvpitisemanhe
software application to interact with the product information by acting on
t he advert irskentreseotingypostal indeatmotl@dhat ithefadrertiscnent ¢antbe intéractsbivitivar e
application; 20wherein the advertising content is variable according to

attributes
8. The media of claim 1, wherein the interaction method includes one

or more of the following;:
dragging the advertisement to a destination associated with the
software application;
10 double clicking the advertisement;
completing a key sequence that invokes the method; or
automatically adding the interaction content based, at least in part,

on a portion of the advertising content .

9. The media of claim 8, wherein the interaction method is made
15  possible by way of one or more of the following processes:
modifying the software application to receive the product
information; or
utilizing a software enhancement in connection with the software

application to receive the product information.

20 10. The media of claim 9, wherein the interaction method further
includes importing product information into the software application, resulting in a
presentation in the software application of imported product information, which is

modifiable by the software application.
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of a user such that the advertising content includes a first set of data in
connection with a first user, but a second set of data in connection with a
second use and wherein a presentation 430+434+436 vs 540+542-536 of
i nported product information varies according to the software application
such that the presentation takes on a first form when the product
information is inported into a first software application but takes on a
second form when 5i iort d8¢i A2 £f sBnd0soheigay &eapispentaion gif, imported

19. The nethod of claim 18, further conprising receiving by a recipient an
i ndi cat i onpigflucit infasmations iss vafableopccarding e dbg iseftvarh aappligeagion rfueh dbasdthe r om t he
transaction-initiation information. 20. A systemfor
facilitatipgscathiien ttilocemant firshtfermohiothanproducy isfofmatends 10pppidi ioat figh, t he
system conpri si ng: a renote conputing device 116 that comuni cates
adverti si ngpfoont epptlicdtioh it ttakenbelaysetandbiorm eden vedord atock sentd agfpldrcat i on
124; wherein the advertising content includes an object 128 that
descri bgs hgicgionduct i nformation 130 within the advertising content is to
15be directly inported into the client application incident to an inporting
event; and incident to an occurrence of the event, the product
information is inporiRed iTht ondkleofsdfitnndl, evtappi itteaprodurt efsedhtion isclidgpe of
software application that the software application is such that the product
20 i nf or matraacticakiet tha ivustaiisto frevenm d fransagpion-tiredationtcontaol 4B36/586 tvitjek, i6f
software application but takes on a second formif inported into a second
type of sohdwbdre iragdds aoddnkfion related to the advertisement even if later in time from when

the product information was first imported into the software application.

10 13.  The media of claim 12, further comprising facilitating at least a start
of a transaction associated with the advertisement incident to receiving user input by way

of the transaction-initiation control.

14. The media of claim 13, wherein the start of the transaction was
initiated after a closing and a reopening of the work, and wherein the product information
15  was immediately present and available by way of the work incident to the reopening

without a need to receive any additional data.

15. The media of claim 1, further comprising automatically updating
the advertising content with new advertising content, and wherein automatically updating
the advertising content includes automatically updating imported product information that

20 had been imported into the work.

16.  The media of clam 15, wherein automatically updating the
interaction content includes one or more of:

providing live content from a remote location;
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updating the interaction content from a local data source.

17. The media of claim 1, further comprising providing to a remote

recipient usage information associated with the advertising content .

18. A method for facilitating advertisement interaction with a software
5 application, the method comprising:
communicating advisement content 114 to a remote computing
device 112, the advertising content including an advertisement 126 and an
object 128 that includes,
(1) product information 130 associated with the
10 advertisement that facilitates an integration of the product
information into a work 318/418/518 of the software
application; and
(2) transaction-initiation  information that enables a
transaction associated with the advertisement to be initiated
15 from within the work;
such that a recipient of the advertising content is enabled to utilize
the software application to interact with the product information by acting
on the advertisement to import the product information into the software
application;
20 wherein the advertising content is variable according to attributes
of a user such that the advertising content includes a first set of data in
connection with a first user, but a second set of data in connection with a

second user; and

27



10

15

20

wherein a presentation 430+434+436 vs 540+542+536 of imported
product information varies according to the software application such that
the presentation takes on a first form when the product information is
imported into a first software application but takes on a second form when

imported into a second software application.

19.  The method of claim 18, further comprising receiving by a recipient
an indication of at least a start of a transaction that was initiated from the transaction-

initiation information.

20. A system for facilitating advertisement interaction with a software
application, the system comprising:

a remote computing device 116 that communicates advertising
content 114 ultimately to be received by a client application 124;

wherein the advertising content includes an object 128 that
describes how product information 130 within the advertising content is to
be directly imported into the client application incident to an importing
event; and

incident to an occurrence of the event, the product information is
imported into the software application based on a type of software
application that the software application is such that the product
information takes on a first form if imported into a first type of software
application but takes on a second form if imported into a second type of

software application.
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