ABSTRACT TITLE: METHODS AND COWVPOSI TI ONS FOR USE | N TREATMENT OF PATI ENTS
W TH AUTOANTI BODY PCSI TI VE DI SEASES The present invention relates to

nmet hods and conpositions for use in treatment of patients with

aut oanti body positive disease. In a specific enbodinent, the present

I nvention relates to a nethod of treating a patient that has an ANA titer
of 1:80 or greater and/or greater t hafe or equal to 30 U m of anti-dsDNA
anti bodies in his/her blood plasma or serum conprising adm nistering a

t her apeut%@@f.llr‘y fffective anount of an inmmunonodul atory agent, such as an
ant agoni st O '?\%ut roki ne-al pha. Additionally provided is a nmethod of

reduci ng Al ngl o ' ti teraql Lhistration to
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eryt herrat BAJENTB; ! il | ' atient is responding to
medi cal treatnent are al so rovided. [Figure 1] . i
The present invention relates to methods and compositions for use in treatment
of patients with autoantibody positive disease. In a specific embodiment, the
present invention relates to a method of treating a patient that has an ANA titer of
1:80 or greater and/or greater than or equal to 30 1U/ml of anti-dsDNA antibodies
in his/her blood plasma or serum comprising administering a therapeutically
effective amount of an immunomodulatory agent, such as an antagonist of
Neutrokine-alpha. Additionally provided is a method of reducing the frequency
and/or quantity of corticosteroid administration to patients. In preferred
embodiments, the patient has systemic lupus erythematosus. Methods for
determining if a lupus patient is responding to medical treatment are also
provided.
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