2004/050373 A1 I !0 Y0 A O O O

=

Title: COVPACT FRONT- OPERABLE | MAGE FORM NG APPARATUS
[err] Abstract: ABSTRACT An i mage form ng apparatus
is disclosed that includes a substantially flat top
(12 EUERANTOBAG ABMI@ITON PIFRLISHERGBDER WHE BAIENG I00OPHRATOON TREATY (PCT)

whi ch recedes backward. The

) World| Ipiglectual Frapecty g sc)p

| ower PIY8R°"f the sl a
di scﬁgt?‘gaélo?;? YPr ot r udi ng

be tiltable upwa
ed

==
Ci

i mage form ng apparat us

T s

ralily
gl

LAl

y
"Lvr\ 2Pl Imwglﬁﬂlﬂllg@ﬂﬂlllﬁlﬂ;IIIEI,HI!I!IIglylllglll|||| LT

fray may b a'“; do
oA S andedgnc 1 2l8

di sposed at a

Wnr g’h Bga ?’Hﬁlﬁat‘ioﬁ%umber
W 04050373 Al

ST taneousty,

(21) International Application Number:
PCT/IP2003/015439
(22) International Filing Date: 2 December 2003 (02.12.2003)
(25) Filing Language: English
(26) Publication Language: English

(30) Priority Data:

2002-351942 4 December 2002 (04.12.2002) JP
2003-000036 6 January 2003 (06.01.2003) JP
2003-387446 18 November 2003 (18.11.2003) JP

(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): RICOH
COMPANY, LTD. [JP/JP]; 3-6, Nakamagome 1-chome,
Ohta-ku, Tokyo 143-8555 (JP).

(72) Inventors; and

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): KATSUYAMA,
Goro [JP/JP]; 11-4-1102, Ohgicho 4-chome, Naka-ku,
Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa 231-0027 (JP). KABUMOTO,
Masaaki [JP/JP]; 285-28, Ohwada, Yachiyo-shi, Chiba

ETToUgiT_SpPace._ 1 ot

1) Itk iR G RoTieaer | cBH BY B ecur@HOMS (P A

the—feedimg—and
MIYA, Kanae [JP/JP]; 16-13-202,

Shimouma 4-chome, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 154-0002 (JP).
MIKI, Osamu [JP/JP]; 21-9-202, Sawatari, Kanagawa-ku,
Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa 221-0844 (JP). AOKI, Hideo
[JP/IP]; 39-27-410, Nagatasannoudai, Minami-ku, Yoko-
hama-shi, Kanagawa 232-0074 (JP). TANAKA, Akiyoshi
[JP/JP]; 1126502, Okano 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Yoko-
hama-shi, Kanagawa 220-0073 (JP).

(74) Agent: ITOH, TADAHIKO; 32nd Floor, Yebisu Garden
Place Tower, 20-3, Ebisu 4-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo

150-6032 (JP).
(81) Designated States (rational): CN, KR, SG, US.

(84) Designated States (regional): European patent (AT, BE,
BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HU,
IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE, SI, SK, TR).

Published:
with international search report

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.
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(57) Abstract: ABSTRACT An image forming apparatus is disclosed that includes a substantially flat top face and a slanted front
face, the bottom side of which recedes backward. The image forming apparatus may includes a paper discharge tray disposed at
a lower portion of the slanted front face, the paper discharge tray protruding forward. The paper discharge tray may be tiltable
upward and downward. Because the bottom side of the slanted front face recedes backward, the flat top face can be provided, and
simultaneously, enough space for the feeding and discharging of paper can be secured.



