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A handle for a vacuum cleaner (100) comprises a generally rigid pipe portion (10) 3
connected to a generally flexible hose portion, the hose portion being fixedly corinected LN
to the main body (3) of the vacuum cleaner (100), the pipe pornon {10) being selectively 2
connectable to the main body (3) of the vacvum cleaner (100) in the manner of a handle T
or releasable from the main body (3) in the manner of a wand (9). According to the 15 i
invention, the pipe portion (10) is formed by a straight, hollow tube having no internat _ 1%

bends. The handle may have an upwardly extending handle portion and a gripping portion

(12), wherein the gripping portion (12) extends forwardly and downwardly from the handle I
portion so that, when the vacuum cleaner (100) is in use in an upright mode, the gripping

portion (12) extends generally transverse to the forearm of the user. A cap (17) may also : ] /
be provided at the distal end of the rigid pipe portion (10), the cap (17) being movable .

between a first position in which the end of the pipe portion (10) is closed by the cap (17)

and a second position in which the end of the pipe portion (10) is not closed by the cap . s
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