USER | NTERFACE MANAGEMENT THROUGH VI EW DEPTH ABSTRACT Several methods for
presenting a hierarchical structure are presented. The hierarchical
structure defines hierarchical relationships between multiple elenents. The

structure may be enbodied within an el ectronic docunent, an interactive

appllcatlon program or a map divided into sectlons Efﬁg el ement has a
"presentation property" which may be a value o ﬂ A single

el enent has "focus". A "view depth" ne#hod |ncludes fornlng a nodel (e.g

a tree structure (30)) of the structure, having nultiple levels (0, 1, 2,

3,) ranked with respect to one another, nultiple nodes (40) representing

el enents, and at UseqﬂNm@mcmhM@EMEmfrm@@GﬁnmW%pmnnects a node

(40) in a first level to a second node in the next |evel, and
represents a hierarchical relations K% gg teen connect ed nodes "focus
node" represents the el enent receiVi ocUs. The presentation property of

each el enent p nted by a node | the sane | evel of_ the nodel as the
focus NEYEE) @et&o tpEgfenitigs hierarchical structure are presented. The hierarchical structure

defines hierarchical relationships between multiple elements. The structure may be embodied
within an electronic document, an interactive application program, or a map divided into
sections. Each element has a “presentation property” which may be a value or a function. A
single element has “focus”. A “view depth” method includes forming a model (e.g., a tree
structure (30)) of the structure, having multiple levels (0, 1, 2, 3,) ranked with respect to one
another, multiple nodes (40) representing elements, and at least one branch (42). A given branch
(42) connects a node (40) in a first level to a second node (40) in the next level, and represents a
hierarchical relationship between connected nodes. A “focus node” represents the element
receiving focus. The presentation property of each element represented by a node in the same

level of the model as the focus node is presented.
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