- Anultilayer reagent test strip measures the concentration of analyte in a
liquid sanple that is applied to it. The sanple is guided to a nunber of
assay areas arrayed along the strip, where the analyte can react with a

‘ reagent to cause a col or change. Each assay area al so includes an inhibitor
for the color- change reaction. The inhibitor concentration increases in
successi ve assay areas; thus, the nunbereg):{ areas that change color is a
nmeasure of the analyte concentration. est strip is particularly

adapted for neasuring glucose in a,whol ood sanple. In a preferred
enbodi nent, the sanple is guided t%wggbﬁy&%ﬁ%s al ong a path formed by
crushing sel ected areas of a nenbrane, and the assay areas are uncrushed

areas of the menbrane,
A multilayer reagent test strip measures the concentration of analyte in a

liquid sample that is applied to it. The sample is guided to a number of assay
5 areas arrayed along the strip, where the analyte can react with a reagent to
cause a color change. Each assay area also includes an inhibitor for the color-
change reaction. The inhibitor concentration increases in successive assay
areas; thus, the number of areas that change color is a measure of the analyte
concentration. The test strip is particularly adapted for measuring glucose in a
10 whole blood sample. In a preferred embodiment, the sample is guided to the
assay areas along a path formed by crushing selected areas of a membrane, and

the assay areas are uncrushed areas of the membrane.
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