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(57) Abstract: A method of identifying the end of a digital
message. for example within a cryptosystem. uses a con-
version function to convert a first string which includes the
message into a second string. The first string is of a dif-
ferent base from the second. and the bases are chosen so
that the entirety of the available space in the second string
is not made use of by the conversion function. An end of
message marker. which defines the position of the end cle-
ment of the message within the first string. is chosen from
that portion of the available space which is inaccessible to
the conversion function, and the marker is then appended to
the second string. The entire string may then be encrypted
and sent to a recipient. The recipient uses an inverse func-
tion to locate the end ot message marker and, from that, the
position of the end element of the message.
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