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700

Associating an actuator ring, a compliant coupling, a
support sleeve, and at least one portion of a mechanical
702 \_, connector to enable a supporting structure for a sealing

system

¥
704 Landing the supporting structure in an area between a
1 wellhead housing and a hanger

\
Enabling locking of the supporting structure by wedging
706 a tapered portion of the actuator ring with at least one
1_ portion of a mechanical connector so that spacing
remains between the actuator ring and the support
sleeve

v

708 . . )
\, Loading the sealing system above the supporting «—
structure

710
\ Has the o ~~___ No

spacing closed?

lYes

Energizing of the sealing system with the sealing system
71 2»\/ resting on the supporting structure and with the compliant
coupling disrupted so that the sealing system is
decoupled from reactive forces in the locked supporting
structure.

FIG. 7A
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Enabling a first load path directed from a hanger through

752 one or more of a lockdown ring and actuator ring

¥
Enabling spacing to be maintained in the first load path

with the lockdown ring and the actuator ring in the
754 '\’ locked position until energizing begins for the seal
assembly

\ 4
756 1 Enabling a second load path to be formed integrally with

or separated from the actuator ring through a flexible
support member adapted to compress

A

758
’\, Loading the seal assembly to compress the flexible — ¢—
support member

760
\ Has the A’Qw

spacing closed?

lYes

Energizing the seal assembly with the seal assembly
762’\/ resting on the first load path while the second load path
decouples the seal assembly from at least the reactive
forces caused by a tapered interface in the seal
assembly.

FIG. 7B
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