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met hod of partitioning &&%lce space to create discrete and sepéfate/dDffice
units. Discussion of The Background At conpletion office buildings are
usually in a bare shell condition. This requires the incom ng occupant to
design and inplenment its office layout. The creation of discrete office
units on a floor has traditionally required the erection of a framework,
usual Iy made of steel, which is bolted to the floor, walls and the ceiling.
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Cabl e i ci ty METHOPDFPERTITEONING OFFICE STACES cei l ing through
fixedﬂ ﬂ%"lm Elmmlts inside the franework to the floor level. On either
side of the framework panel U ENTION i | ar naterial are

attached vaﬁéans of screws or other simlar nmeans of attachnment. Holes are
then cut into the plasterboard at the desired location to allow for

I nst al | ati on EIdVF Eed Iniveation and power sockets. The di sadvantage with the
present method of creating and partitioning office space is that the
ceiling and ahis inyentingi telfesgo semgthed ofartitioninghoffise ispageerig crdate disereterandal
cabl es and t | J.K be done prior to commencenent of the partitioning
wor K. Furthegg?%%tegmﬁ%z&t%artitioni ng work nmust be carried out on site. The
result of this is that partitioning of the office space can be del ayed
pendi ng the conpletion of the building services work and, because the
framewor k hadisensgien of The Backgrounde, partitioning can take several days to
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partitioning has Been ins ny e

requires the igipnihg ofAphntith @esip ahd ibFleMeMALSEMBE BFole TRE Crdatios aNdiderete
rel ocated. This neans all the panels and the framework have to be renpved,
as wel | as t 98¢ ynits ana Bpprhascigmditignely required dhe: ersptionyof 2 frameyors uswdly 2

Summary O Tr?r?adle%\f%{&fl, Which is bolted to the floor, walls and the ceiling. Cables for electricity
and telephones are then run from the ceiling through fixed metal conduits inside the
framework to the floor level. On either side of the framework panels made of
plasterboard or a similar material are attached by means of screws or other similar
means of attachment. Holes are then cut into the plasterboard at the desired location to
allow for installation of electricity and power sockets.

The disadvantage with the present method of creating and partitioning office space is
that the ceiling and all the building service work, such as laying the electrical cables
and the like, must be done prior to commencement of the partitioning work. Further the
entire partitioning work must be carried out on site. The result of this is that partitioning
of the office space can be delayed pending the completion of the building services work
and, because the framework has to be created on site, partitioning can take several days
to complete.

A further disadvantage of the present system is that once the partitioning has been
installed any alteration to the office layout requires the entire partitioning to be
disassembled before it can be relocated. This means all the panels and the framework

have to be removed, as well as the fixed internal conduits for the cabling.



The present systemof partitioning office space overcones all these

probl ens. An advantage of the present systemis that the ent 26JUNE 2003
partitioning system which incorporates a supporting framewrk and
partitioning panels, are fully prefabricated off site. The prefabricated
panel s are then brought to the site for assenbly. As the panels are fully
prefabricated erection on site requires c%)nsi derably less tinme than with

t he conventional system The assenbly of The entire partition system can
take place in the office before any of the building services and/or the
ceiling, haveuhgeiyROEThOiveRligge. Further once the partitioning is
installed the layout of the office can be changed quickly and easily
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that the conduit for t eca ling 1s"built into the framework, the partition
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t he | ong edg?arﬂhoﬁbﬂne’l%h%@@kﬁc%m%edﬁw ped channel. The top of the short
edge of the "U' shaped rectangul ar channel is disposed with two | i ps which
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hori zontal faeeria fiahRwoek, twlﬁdmframewaﬂ@dna dabr friviewsrk| i Nng. The partitioning
panels fit into the channels in the covering framework. The w ndow
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cross-section menber is cut out so as to forma channel into which the
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rectangul ar cross-section which is provided with a rreans for interl OCkI ng
the open face of the nenber with the adjacent framework. A section of the
top face of the rectangul ar cross-section nenber is cut out at either end
of the nmenber creating two recess, one of which can acconmmopdate a partition
panel . A nenber of a generally tubular cross-section is attached at the
corner of the rectangul ar cross-section. The tubul ar cross-section nenber
has a recess on the 25 JUNE 2003



4 sane.face as the recesses on the rectangul ar cross-section nenber. This
recess can al so receive and accommodate a partition panel. E2RIUNEt20030n
panel has two sheets of the partitioning panel placed parallel to each
other with the vertical edge of the panels inserted into the "L" shaped
menber di sposed at the edge of the "U' shaped rectangul ar channel of the
vertical framework. The design of the verjical framework is such that when
two partition panels are placed adjacent 1o each other to create the
partition wall, the outer face of the vertical framework of each panel
meets to for?an%rt A GriBf faftfwoRDR| 125 ide® W rhedﬁg'fmn&ﬂﬂcléﬁ§9{m%aﬁ“feﬁze
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severed horizontally. The vertical and horizontal faces of the partition
panel s whi chret@ngulahehaspehice f or t he wi ndow may be encI osed by the vertical
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to the wall the covering framework is attached to the wall. Bri ef
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FIG 8.is a transverse sectional view of a w ndow between two adj acent
partition panels enclosed by the vertical franmework. 25 JUdE APNE 2003 G
8A is a transverse sectional view of a wi ndow between two adj acent
partition panels with the partition panels slotted directly into the w ndow
framework. FIG 9 is a perspective view of a section of the w ndow and
partition panels. FIG 10 is a transverse, sectional view of the end of two
partition panels at a corner. FIG 11 is a transverse sectional view of a
door unit between two adjacent partition panels. FIG 12 is a perspective
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| ongi tudi nal sectional view of th ting franework attac
f1 oor. Descr tegeiveandicchmanddatefagpartitibnfraoeldi nent s The verti cal franevvork (1

) as seen in_FIG 1 . has t menber s d|s sed Iart t he | ong
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t he open faces of the vertic ramavvor meet formng an interlocking joint
( 17) and cr pated nmatsi tntfemmah intenldckirgl endomtdiconduifl Ghichaan caedaimmgdatejcerhle:sg

fromthe cei in to..he lrtl %rane rk. The nenbers of vertlﬁgl
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one cabl'es

the internal conduit to separate power, “data an
skirting frapmelxk as seen in FIG 2 has a rectangular "U' shaped channel

4) which h "L" sh ith t d of
e vor (1 car ThaBere eFREOr PRFRG RUTRLIC el oHhe. TRARGF Eie31ed SRHBY WPan

Sit within tbgddiRSskiding faniewo}m%e sknrtnf)%‘ﬁ%@'w&ﬁ@%acﬁ@& 91 nge b@tt&xﬁ‘%?%}& at

the bottomend (7) of the vertical face the skirtin er to enable a
skirting coveerti¢d framemorbby stitabletattdclasens ewans andrs ﬁ}ovidied Wi ﬂegunctmndfoxeha

and t he bot SRNG5S AR oh L [ eyelsfoh, of depfapes feacee o

recess W thi glectricity sockets. The vertical framework is disposed with holes at a suitable location
near the floor to allow the cabling from the vertical framework to pass into the skirting
framework. Cabling from the ceiling is fed through the conduit created by the vertical
framework, through the holes, into the "U" shaped channel in the skirting framework.
Where the layout of the office requires a window to be installed in the partition panel a
hole is cut into the partition panel. If the window is the width of the partition panel, the
partition panel is severed horizontally. The vertical and horizontal faces of the partition
panels which form the space for the window may be enclosed by the vertical
framework. The window framework which has the glass for the window in place is then
connected to the open face of the vertical framework such that it interlocks with the
vertical framework surrounding the window space. The vertical and horizontal faces of
the partition panels which form the space for the window need not be enclosed by the
vertical framework in which case the partition panels slot into the channels in the

window framework.



25.JUNE 2003 7 which a partitioning panel can be accomnmpdated. The | ower
lip enables a skirting cover (21 ) to be attached. The ski rt i2s0J UNEMZ003 K
is secured to the bottom of the vertical framework by suitable securing
means. A further cover (21 A) as seen in FIG 13 can be attached at the
open face of the rectangular "U' shaped channel (4). Cables fromthe
ceiling which are carried down to the flogr via the internal conduits ( 16)
in the vertical framework can be fed into the skirting franework via hol es
di sposed in the vertical framework and fromthere be fed into junction
boxes | ocat egyite flildydll foqliftdsSl ¥ To B AAGIRALHE BBGH Farfdwdr B Bie dpphdifiate
framewor k. The nenber's di sposed perpendicular to the | ong edge the "U'
shaped channsike {sxonpectakiorthe opdal f@&e ¢f theabrtiealt fremmeyvairk ewrdunding| tbe Hodrcsphgg,

data and tele es, .to be kept separate from each ot her while running al ong
he skl 1t ng IO HEGRAF AMedBHeap Bespe TR go edort mamevesk 4 hi ch shows
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recess for the glass (12). The glass (18) Ich can be seen1n FIGS. 8, 8A
and 9 is in faxout. €heprpardd pyndheanrtbaebsbroight totheadite ahd instadled edhereTiequiogale n
face of the w ndow. framework created by the w n (11 ) can ej.ther

i nt er connect WPER %épaifewdfta@éaa?)e?*ﬁgg AR el the &ﬁé%ﬁo?fléﬁ? cajling work hes
surrounds t hg.HRSRILIEed Or the window, as seen in FIG 8, or can receive the

partition panels directly as can be seen in FIG 8A The door franmework (8)
can be seen ImomeGo Gectwthe phrtishomg it e office dsackets atdhboledrdn the dlvopandtitts ( 9)

and the recess,,f he, cabl i 9A) .. The door fra rk surrounds the door
on 2 ot des. Al She hrRkES s Sopbeedbitt Friai PIeSC AR %R OPTERGIEH b O
Wi th the opepratigeTiRd refdifiny Binksig@fodk W R dhasidid RURL V&S TRntOR Kk #higan be

seen in FIG 11, or receive the partition panels directly into the recess
(9), as can tescizethe partitiinghg fe@elsThe recess (9A) in the door framework

enabl es an ipternal condyit to created ( 16). The doo 20) . is attached
Co the.  oct aliuAE o ar s theatiabartmak 1 ite wall osPveingdamsmerk inapehdls
partition wald@gefafit to forma corner the open face of the vertical
framewor k can be conceal ed fromview by the use of a suitable cover ( 19)
as seen in FIG 10. 25 JUNE 2003 On arrival at the site covering

f ramewor k (FQG @) i S sec g o the wall at the desired |ocation. Brackets
are then att 3O§ELeserintipn éi)ﬁ BUIPRINES| ocations on to the floor and the

wal | . The penperad tiat de htHdU Y MYedtinBandf paridforiA6HRE spidd! &dh bd fokd fillly
hori zontal plane when attached to the wall, interconnect with the channels
of the cover imdgrstocthitwill kowibs glescridbediby taferenesgolthr drawingsl surface of the

titioni | s. Once the. bracket t hed the fl th ti
br ef abr i cat eBlGparSF YRR EiPBEVEY of U HIahBXBEMnai cul ar pins of the

brackets on rite ofik @@ansvERR s@&ﬁiﬁafﬂ@@_o@iheaﬂﬁlﬁﬁ?%m@ﬁbﬂiti on panels interlock
(17) as seen in FIG 7, to give stability to the partition wall. 25 JUNE
2003 9 FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view of the door framework cover.

FIG. 4 is a transverse sectional view of the window framework.

FIG. 5 is a transverse sectional view of the covering framework.

FIG. 6 is a transverse sectional view of a complete partition panel showing two
partitioning panels placed parallel to each other with the vertical edges enclosed within
the vertical framework.

FIG. 7 is a transverse sectional view of three adjacent partition panels forming a
partition wall.

FIG. 8 is a transverse sectional view of a window between two adjacent partition panels

enclosed by the vertical framework.



Clainms,1. A nethod of partitioning an office space, conprising the steps of
providing an interlocking framework unit including at | east @5aJWNEt2004
framework configured to receive and support at |east one partitioning
material, at |east one skirting framework configured to receive and support
at | east one partitioning material, at |east one covering franmework
configured to receive and support at |eagf one partitioning nmaterial, at

| east one w ndow franmework configured to receive and support at |east one
of at |east one partitioning material and at | east one wi ndow and at | east
one door frapegA i€ QN ianSkerR0sebforaf GRIW Bf ANFirnIRPRtivedH M&ﬁ&hce‘ﬁﬂ?ar@iftipﬁt

| east one partitioning material and at | east one door; the i'nterlocking

f ramewor k unpanelsevitigthe parftitign pentls gottest direstly inda the window fitamewatk. condui t f or
pl ural cabl t.ween adj.acent rtition erials froma.ceiling |evel
Phr ough & he. EIC:PaS8 POsRE e A1 Ot Pe v Rom 4 et ef e cor | evel
when assenbl gfd. 18M0¢la 8asRB8RE kt8iohd) idwbEthk 0RK b pariifiOsakeld Bt 4 corhigth t hat
the at |least one internal conduit is formed between the adjacent

partitioni ngFitatldrisa trardsvense séntiondi Viewpfl axdedr urhit betyhen hweo adjatens partivine
skirting framework positioned at a floor |evel; wherein the at |east one
vertical fréa rk conprises a "U' shaped channel forned by two side walls
and a bot t onprghb is HB&spetBvPViRvaTal sBEHIRRITIRY doo? WRIhGRE paHftidepRRNRdI cul arly
fromthe bottomwall inwardly with respect to the "U' shaped channel so as
to create a PiGudalis a longitudinaltsectivnalctiewoé the skirting frambworkidttaclied pe thedhannel |
has an inverted "L" shaped nenber respectively disposed on the two side

wal I's outwardly so as to create an external channel configured to receive a
partiti oni ngpeRtiptioal Of PREPRI&TEE ERfbdddmendt €71 0cki ng Wi th an adj acent one
of the at |east one vertical, skirting, covering, w ndow and door

framewor ks. Phe Aerticahdthmswopkr(l) tdsosgenginaFlGf fli hes gpac members| £)ndigposedcl ai m

1, wherein the at,.l east .one _coveri fra rk.¢onprises a 'U' shaped
channel for n%ed'p%@ctu\?%st itgeeF%qu egﬁ%leareﬁgﬁgﬁm I Fi?apﬁcigﬁml ?)1?6}}%1&%“6%
nmenbers proj £6é aAg HASIRANUL'C tHaped Yndril¥R (Be abeithendebs tHenWmp bdge Vft the
respect to the "U' shape channel so as to create two channel s each

confi gured tamewerkwehich fosmtd negass wityinmathigh ithel partitinn wialbpaneksi{$3 )fsitr

interlockingwth..a 25. JUNE 2003 10 jacent 0 f th | east, ane
ver i1 cal oS YotGEH doss e cneh D horbaiah D 35 g <R udbackcHigt man Bt (7
partiti oni NgasaéhnObe sceft ifi FAGE 6 a8cle kit MRdopen fat@biMte vetie GathelWosk &t fabipgst
one wi ndow framework conprises a rectangular cross-section nenber having a
wi ng nenber @itwaede Ruelt partiborspatels sits adjagent tresch gthien kol foanapagitioa walkasaagul ar
Cross-secti f. th ect angul cr - sect ,an I he w S
each bei ng gl?)en t:']ergldrrl 3&‘5‘ t}(f)’ ‘?léegée{?y\a/téeé)p %E?atc?’% :8%*%"%#5%#&%@?%“ 5%’?&%8&%8@%%I ar
cross-sect i OfatdiRokiag j.is&av'(lrvg afd chuaitnal intdthal Quttical c@fluitq 16 R icdling @haing for
the at |east one w ndow, the rectangul ar cross-section nenber having neans
for interl oclpmghgicedingrfothe skisiing Famewprk: Jie anembers of dhee vertieal; fgamework
skirting, coyering,. .\ opr f Sy t i t4oni ng
an office speggédsgg pgﬁaeﬁ%gﬁfafﬂcgg%aﬁ%g 1%@%%%@%%% hsehaéﬁdrfeé:%gg" lg{lg ag%'%lr Ej)

f ramewor k co¢mablesths famadoi andisérate charts witkihitheinteendl @onddviorgparate powenr
interlocking with an adjacent one of the at | east one vertical, skirting,
covering, w fridandisierBoRscableanewor ks, the rectangul ar cross-section nenber
havi ng a cha . eac f; [ ' Rg| ' of a
rect angul ar ngﬁ%élgﬁglgc?%{%%‘g%r %hée}e[?é%mggIhggac}regtgégﬁgaeﬂcﬁlj o%ﬁa#gdng@%@ggﬁ@ of

t he two chanwhich hheamt "cshapedyuemmbertforniiag airye@sa(6) ar the topoeriddd thetedti¢allifaceand a
tubul ar cross-sect.ion nenber having a recess_configured to receive a

partiti oni ngoithe g¥irtig memberisyehythat a pargticu panel ryhsihwibil the escess and pdurasy ¢ o
t he rectangudar - i -]g%m;é e . ar
Cross-secti or% %ﬁ%@f@e@%ﬁﬁaﬁog@} | tgéstsﬁigq%v\% o atrelﬁ(gl(@ déﬁtﬁégg{méﬂr:ﬁfigpme
rect angul ar skiming-nsentier om enabide skirting dveR{d1dtb bé atrevhed s erenrig FAG. HE. flhee
space as cl ai ma(}é"‘n claiml, further conprising placing two, partitioning

material s pai°RI9fdhe shorieaqer obieskisng Hramsmork & digesed with thidins (6A and 6B)
partitioni ng, B eihabm daBs & di§sbsbd WAntdMe 1 (6C52Phe RPYip/ GblibE R redLARRNAI K-
(0] e as cCl al CP In

6. A nethod of partitionfng a ice spa claim furt her
conpri si ng




securing at |east one partitioning nmaterial by neans of brackets attached
to a floor, 25 JUNE 2003 11 wherein the brackets are di spo2sdJUNER0GE3RANS
tointerlock with the at | east one vertical framework. 7. A method of
partitioning an office space as clained in claiml, wherein the at |east
one skirting framework is configured to be attached to a bottom portion of
the at | east one vertical franework. 8. nmet hod of partitioning an office
space as clainmed in claim1, wherein the at |east one vertical framework
has at | east one opening configured to run the plural cables to the at

| east one skiyhich AgaftitRaRPakel cBn bbab@hheslalld. PRE fower APleRshlaih Kidihg 8ovdpace
as clainmed in claim1, erein the at | east one vertical franmework includes

at | east one(2ihtebeartathedcThe skigtingeframemédrk g rsechired td thzeckottone ofithd eatical one
partitioning rraterik% 1%].1 A nmet hod of partitioning an office space as
clainmed in clFYPRYIK BYSUHIG SSCHENEMERNSA st one skirting framework includes at

| east one | URCHKAE &R%r ¢OMK) BUERA TOFIECIS! ¥4 bhauRHeaadt thah&s e h ke at
| east one vertical framework. 11. A nmethod of partitioning an office space

as cl ai med ircehgilan "1J" shhpgde¢hanndl¢4)aCables Sionothe ceiting twhich ére aaied diewingo

fi dt bolted .t fl ” .. A t hod, of i tioni . ffi
oo e e Sk e o1 SRR PGl B9 38 B °°
i ncl udi ng at sKiRRs trageovie Vial Hodds, Jifp’égﬁi’\fﬁrtke COREAIFHRLNVER ah@?n%hi’ﬁnem fegpport

at |east one partitioning material, at |east one skirting framework

confi gured tinta ¢geretion boxds Jogatest at avitdbbadnteyals glang ithe demgtly ofather skitting at
| east one cof\{eri n‘% framewor k configured to receive and support at |east one
partitioni ng™BE¥¥al . at |east one wi ndow framework configured to receive

e wi ndow st e e e O o AT hadtef (s’ ot

support at |ssgnin BKe 2o¢nable the ashlesotoe elsatricity,i datd angl telepBonksEbe BGB s¢parate
from each other while running along the skirting.
The window framework (10), can be seen in FIG. 4 which shows the wings (11)
creating the recess for the partition panels and the recess for the glass (12). The glass
(18) which can be seen in FIGS. 8, 8A and 9 is in fact enclosed by the recess (12) on all
four sides. The open face of the window framework created by the wings (11) can either
interconnect with the open face of the vertical framework (1) which surrounds the
opening for the window, as seen in FIG. 8, or can receive the partition panels directly as
can be seen in FIG. 8A.
The door framework (8) can be seen in FIG. 3, which shows the recess for the partition
panels (9) and the recess for the cabling (9A). The door framework surrounds the door
on 2 sides. The open face of the door framework can either interconnect with the open
face of the vertical framework surrounding the door as can be seen in FIG. 11, or
receive the partition panels directly into the recess (9), as can be seen in FIG. 12, The
recess (9A) in the door framework enables an internal conduit to be created (16). The
door (20) is attached to the rectangular cross section member of the door framework.
Where two partition walls meet to form a corner the open face of the vertical

framework can be concealed from view by the use of a suitable cover (19) as seen in

FIG. 10.



material and at | east one door; the interlocking framework unit being
configured to format |east one internal conduit for plural RSRIUNE2003een
adj acent partitioning materials froma ceiling |evel through the at |east
one skirting framework positioned at a floor |evel when assenbl ed; and
assenbling the interlocking framework unit such that the at | east one
internal conduit is fornmed between the adj acent partitioning materials from
the ceiling level through the at |east one skirting framework positioned at
a floor level; wherein the at |east one skirting franework conprises a "U
shaped channg, aAr@vATRetHRYsith WevEai e wérk IRIG. 35) RO kdcarBaws Ithe wiR St {H&iesired
projecting nmenbers projecting perpendicularly fromthe bottomwall inwardly
with respect locationBrathatsede tivaratta¢hed fas thetappropriateshegtiods e td dresflamsahd the

ext endi ng fronha respective one of edge portions of one of the two side

wal I's, and h¥8"two rectangul ar channel's each provided at a respective one
of end porti gps afpe&iiaﬂﬁr ﬁﬁﬁmﬁ% piti€ofl thE bedcHE, WaldhSlie 1% hbMEbontdl plAlRaREG:
menbers each belng configured receive a skirting cover configured to
cover a res petd:atcm(btodbewnaﬂgmtiumeﬁ withethe whannelstod tipudoaeringhframeverkatigposdde t wo
"L" shape nenb the t cta ul ar. .channel s each being configured to
recei ve a paft! ﬁ‘f fophonigonta %ﬁ%gffo t%gpa‘ﬂtlﬂ’élpﬁ(%"‘%? partitioning an office
space as cl ab’n’i@éjtﬂerbré"dk@!s rﬁkelgttac%@fcﬁ'h@ %Bﬁth@%nh%ﬂfr&faﬁﬂ&até@ﬂzﬁkl §8tehi adEgeor K
conprises a "U' shaped channel forned by two si | s and a "bottom wal
has two proj tted om thegpeopendiquiapjpénst dafithe prckandn thel Bodry The opant face bbadjasentnal I

e e S e R A T R G

interlocking with an adj acent one of the at |east one vertical, skirting,
covering, w ndow and door franmeworks. 14. A method of partitioning an
office space as clained in claim12, wherein the at | east one w ndow
framewor k conprises a rectangul ar cross-section nenber having a w ng nenber
at each of two sides in two |ongitudinal ends of a rectangul ar
cross-section of the rectangul ar cross-section nenber, the wi ng nenbers
each being configured to receive a partitioning material, the rectangul ar
cross-section nenber having a channel 25 JUNE 2003 13 cut out so as to
receive a glass for the at | east one wi ndow, the rectangul ar cross-section
menber having neans for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at | east
one vertical, skirting, covering, w ndow and door franmeworks. 15. A nethod
of partitioning an office space as clainmed in claim12, wherein the at

| east one door framework conprises a rectangul ar cross-section nmenber
havi ng neans for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at |east one
vertical, skirting, covering, w ndow and door frameworks, the rectangul ar
cross-section nenber having a channel cut out at each of two sides in two

| ongi tudi nal ends of a rectangul ar cross-section of the rectangul ar
cross-section nmenber, one of the two channels being configured to receive a
partitioning material, and a tubul ar cross-section nenber having a recess
configured to receive a partitioning material, the tubular cross-section
menber being attached to the rectangul ar cross-section nenber such that the
recess of the tubular cross-section nenber is parallel to the two channels
cut out in the rectangul ar crosssection nenber. 16. A nethod of
partitioning an office space as clained in claim12, further conprising
placing two partitioning materials parallel to each other with vertical
edges of the two partitioning materials inserted into the at |east one
vertical framework. 17. A nethod of partitioning an office space as clained
in claim12, further conprising securing at |east one partitioning nmateri al
by neans of brackets attached to a floor, wherein the brackets are di sposed
with neans to interlock with the at | east one vertical framework.



18. A nethod of partitioning an office space as clainmed in claim12,
wherein the at | east one skirting framework is configured to25cJUNER0O3 to
a bottomportion of the at | east one vertical franework. 25 JUNE 2003 14
19. A method of partitioning an office space as clainmed in claim12,
wherein the at |east one vertical framework has at | east one opening
configured to run the plural cables to th)e at | east one skirting framework.
20. A nmethod of partitioning an office space as clainmed in claim12,
wherein the at |east one vertical framework includes at | east one internal
braci ng nenmbgj;genfigured to brace the at |east one partitioning material.
21. A net hod of partitioning an office space as clainmed in claim 12,

wher ei n t he htA het®stl ob patiskning an gfficeapapcdmprisingitie stepst of: east one juncti on
box configured to receiv he plural cables fromthe at |east one vertical

f r amewor k. zxzfpvvsl%%aae@%& rg?‘PFUﬂ'iknﬁméchﬂHdF‘P&:ét legstcenesxertical; fRmewatk | ai m
12, wherein . gl ‘ﬁgfi% ' s LIOLLE ol t ed
to a floor. %@gg%tﬁd?ﬁ%gélrgc cli%@p? Ir'tél?r%vz\ig ni {t{%"ic'%n‘%%?‘fs‘?'h%ﬁ%% Bl%e%gnngne
vertical frafrenewdckconfiguged edreteave and swgoetrad leastppergartitionigasatedale at least

partitioning materi.al ;. at | east one skirting framework configured to
recei ve and ¥ipfRyeting famewor ﬁg?f?%‘r’igf BareSeVE A rnyPRert &f ﬁ%ﬂSt qu PRIUHERING o

covering Traﬁﬁfé‘ﬂ&l‘faﬂ?&ft b WRRIoWPrARESbKG ot Lred RPRELivE eri'c% agpgbﬁgﬂea&%%e .

partitioning material; at |east one w ndow framework configured to receive

and support eft atl leass tonerpartitionidgemateriabasd apiwastpaet windoni agl anieasti @le dovd at

| east one w ndow, ast onpe door fréiggﬁrk configlured to recej ve and
[

nd at |
support at | %@?W‘Hﬁéx’ﬂ lg‘énglt‘éé%CF‘VGr%‘dp%’PP‘i’ stoneefeatileast ope) PaRtitipRiRgt one

door; material and at least one door; the interlocking framework unit being configured to

form at least one internal conduit for plural cables between adjacent partitioning
materials from a ceiling level through the at least one skirting framework positioned at
a floor level when assembled; and

assembling the interlocking framework unit such that the at least one internal conduit is
formed between the adjacent partitioning materials from the ceiling level through the at
least one skirting framework positioned at a floor level;

wherein the at least one vertical framework comprises a "U" shaped channel formed by
two side walls and a bottom wall, has two projecting members projecting
perpendicularly from the bottom wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shaped channel
so as to create a plurality of distinct channels within the "U" shaped channel, has an
inverted "L" shaped member respectively disposed on the two side walls outwardly so
as to create an external channel configured to receive a partitioning material, and has
means for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting,

covering, window and door frameworks.

2. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least
one covering framework comprises a "U" shaped channel formed by two side walls and
a bottom wall, has two projection members projecting perpendicularly from the bottom
wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shape channel so as to create two channels each

configured to receive a partitioning material, and has means for interlocking with an



wherein: the interlocking framework unit is configured to format |east one
internal conduit fox plural cables between adjacent partiti osngUNE 2003 s
froma ceiling |l evel through the at | east one skirting framework positioned
at a floor level; and 25 JUNE 2003 15 the at |east one vertical framework
conprises a "U' shaped channel forned by two side walls and a bottomwall,
has two projecting nenbers proj ecting pej ﬁendi cularly fromthe bottom wal l
innardly with respect to the "U' shaped channel so as to create a pl urality
of distinct channels within the "U' shaped channel, has an inverted '

shaped menbejdjiRaP6E I oretne di 3028 FheOVertiBA, tsltRtisg, d@o%ﬁhgsv@ﬁﬁwra%yd&ﬁ as
to create an éexternal channel configured to receive a partitioning

mat eri al , anfttamewotkeans for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at

| east one vertical, skirting, covering, w ndow and door franmeworks. 24. An
interlocking framework unit as clainmed in claim23, wherein the at |east
one CcoveringsfA MR of fRitRInifCa &fick/spal 3R i ER I @hin ?r%&eﬂythé WPlegdtde

wal Is and a bottomwall, has two projection nenbers projecting

per pendi cul am’lwwmdom frangevburk tcompiaés a revtengulay croks-becties penber d:atuhg a"wihgshape
channel so as create two channel s each .configured to receive

ar t1 t1 ont ng DS TLERh oo SASIBANE IPaRH AR LI Al G PR AR one
of the at Ieﬁatreaaﬁguvﬁrérbgsadecu&kmeﬁﬂuaa th@‘Wi%@'rﬂgmbé’i’s REAGHV bRIMG émigured to
frameworks. 25. An interlocking framework unit as clained in clarm 23,

wher ei n t he weeiveagartitioningi matomalf tlmnemgularmmsws@mnantmb@rmmgaa channel

cross-section nepber having a.w er at eac Si in two
ongi t ud nal S RGLRGHS 1 Kegbea e A BF fasit Bis RoKou theiretpalat pnsapoton
Cross- sect i OpeBBORNing eV RRIBDEHS wER A RRIAY &e%fftwt%as{ She' RERlaYE 2
partitioning material, the rectangul ar cross-secti on nenber having a

channel cut Siﬂﬂttmgg)coasrlmg;mmtmmei®oglﬁawwmﬁ the at | east one wi ndow, the
rectangul ar cross-section nenber having neans for i nterl ocki ng with an
adj acent one of the at |east one vertical, skirting, covering, w ndow and

door framewos kg mefiod dipakiitioRid bfmefs %%[a'fméﬁ‘lrf cla®n @'ﬁhél’@ﬁ’l th8 afleaétm 23,
wherein the at | east one door arrevvor conprises a rect angu ar

Cross-secti o@nerm&rantmmh gompeises & rectanguler ¢r0$<$engoxv\memlun hadpg ceaans fnre of

the at | east. ong vert.. skirtin coveri,ng, w.ndow.and door. framewor ks,
the Fect amouioee Wil dmaiiedean Or ol Fa She ohtiab phidie. GSRrnb, WIEER, (Re
2003 16 eacharf ddopramedBiks] the reMarlg@R8 ciodslbdd@bn aReibePhaving Eeﬁzﬁiﬁgyétﬁrout at
cross-section of the rectangular Cross-secti on nmenber, one of

channel s bei ¢aghcenfwaysides lnotwoehmgvedlaalpamctm of @nrentgngtdaxeprcm secalnd @f th@bul ar

Cross-section a re eSS C ure to, recelve

mtori ol t e RER ek RhEn SnEAD b W FhytRis B rguRR g rceiR
rectangul ar £ paXSifioHas nAHialBMAeF tubllah clobRéectib® nicBRE Badhg hh@cegybdﬂf@ﬁred
cross-section nenber is paral lel to the two channels cut out in th

rectangul ar ©rgeeve é@@ﬁmnmﬂb@tﬁﬂaIZ the tnhulan ereps- éﬁﬁnbmglm@n@ﬁmgkaﬁaﬁqu to
conpri si ng: Qne v tical ns_for e
supporting a@élré(gg}gu!) croggr%gct*oinom Ber Sunlgghrag%e refeﬁseoﬁﬁ t%élpaglgir %slsﬁcél neans
for receivi ngembek is pRANEIH @ t{obhirle q@bht ifthdfectafgul @t crbBaséticin@ember.
partitioning material on a floor;

5. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 1, further comprising

placing two partitioning materials parallel to each other with vertical edges of the two

partitioning materials inserted into the at least one vertical framework.

6. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 1, further comprising

securing at least one partitioning material by means of brackets attached to a floor,



at. | east one wi ndow fram ng nmeans for receiving and supporting at |east one
of the at least one partitioning material and at |east one WRSJARINE 200B8east
one door fram ng neans for receiving and supporting at |east one of at

| east one partitioning material and at |east one door; and at |east one
covering nmeans for receiving and supporting the at | east one partitioning
material; wherein: the interlocking frangpork unit forns at |east one
internal conduit for plural cables between adjacent partitioning materials
froma ceiling |l evel through the at |east one skirting neans positioned at
a floor | evekheréindhé bBclaits are Aidposudewilie hchfddo ihleABRKGItHBRNE 16R0Pd $&ficad " U’
shaped channel fornmed by two side walls and a bottomwall, has two

proj ecti ng niEmYYkpr oj ecting perpendicularly fromthe bottomwall inwardly
wWith respect to the "U' shaped channel so as to create a plurality of

di stinct channels within the "U" shaped channel, has an inverted "L" shaped
menber respertA wRkhodbfSaaRRAingknt SRicé ¥acs ladelanhed H MV WheteinGhaat fedst
create an external channel configured to receive a partitioning material,
and has nearenefskirting framewerk ﬁgomﬁgufecétp belpttacbedhto dhettasn pptionaaf theakleaine
vertical fram.nd..skiLtin covering, w ndow fram ng and door fram ng
nmeans. 25(35N%ﬂ5%5%&§?w . An interlocking franework unit, conprising: at
| east one vertical framework configured to receive and support at |east one
partitioning material,; at |east one skirting framework configured to

recei ve and &uppethodidfeagitioningsan offiee ppace ias claimeryinnglaiay |.avherein theasleasne
covering fragewrk figured to,receive and support.the at | east ,on
partitioni ngonﬁa‘{egrlﬁag?'?mg ° keaagta?(g%aé RS IE S Rg‘gbrfé t%&‘fﬁ?’ﬁtﬂl‘gaﬁﬁfa(??ﬁs:tgei ve
and support taé al leasbn@slartdl fiddewakk.! east one partitioning material and at

| east one wi ndow, and at | east one door framework configured to receive and
support at |east one of at |least one partitioning material and at | east one
door; whereig: i ' f Kk it |s.C i : t
oast one t b b pbod i Fkfonliichy GRLFYRLE ol Bt Suclild P AR RS,
mat eri al s fraid veréal |ftangewoel ehclides At dénst Be dternglabiaciap anélibdrt dodgighited rewor K
positioned at a floor level; and the at |east one skirting framework

conpri ses a brége theateest epcpdtitioniag materiBl two side walls and a bottomwal |,
has two projecting nmenbers projecting perpendicularly fromthe bottom wall
inwardly with respect to the "U' shaped channel, has two "L" shaped nenbers
each ext endi 1y A mefhod of paficiGhing Qn OffcetipaigelAmed indlain®l, WhereRf the Belehyo
side walls, and has two rectangul ar channel s each provided at a respective
one of end pdetskantiag Jramavwask ingledesfat tlpast o jeicten hak | configwred togeceive hRaped
Terber s eac il BRiGAh BE b SERIcK b | N0, Cover confl gured 1o
cover a respective opening between the two rectangul ar channels and the two
"L" shape nenbers, the two rectangul ar channel s each being configured to

receive a partitioni mat.eri al . . . . .
P lrl. A methog %f partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least

one skirting framework is configured to be bolted to a floor.

12. A method of partitioning an office space, comprising the steps of:

providing an interlocking framework unit including at least one vertical framework
configured to receive and support at least one partitioning material, at least one skirting
framework configured to receive and support at least one partitioning material, at least
one covering framework configured to receive and support at least one partitioning
material, at least one window framework configured to receive and support at least one
of at least one partitioning material and at least one window and at least one door

framework configured to receive and support at least one of at least one partitioning



29. An.interlocking framework unit as clainmed in claim28, wherein the at

| east one covering franmework conprises a "U' shaped channel 25rJWNER00SW0
side walls and a bottomwall, has two projection nenbers projecting
perpendicularly fromthe bottomwall inwardly with respect to the "U" shape
channel so as to create two channels each configured to receive a
partitioning material, and has neans for jynterlocking wth an 25 JUNE
2003 18 adj acent one of the at |east one vertical, skirting, covering,

wi ndow and door frameworks. 30. An interlocking framework unit as cl ai ned
in claim28, milgaeidd ithiRastlonk @RSE; BB AniekIBElaNS fFaalEREE kinit BRRg S&Rfigared to
rectangul ar cross-section nenber having a wing nenber at each of two sides
in two | ongifoudi ataleaginors ofternalr eartdaitgior aplural osbles detwasn asfjacehe partidipaingul ar

Ccross-section ne r. the.w nmber s, each being .configured, to .r.eceive a
o £ ¢ oni g HERES i A £l B R ne ACkest Sbe BBt ik agplignet o
channel cut pPabor96velWhER adsBeBleMEar@ 9l ass for the at |east one wi ndow, the
rectangul ar cross-section nenber having neans for interlocking with an

adj acent oneassdmbling the interkocking demmesvork onit suchkthatithe gf, leasp vee integnalwwondivntisand
door franmewoy ks, . An,interl ocking framework.unit as,.clai in claim 28,
Wher el n- 1 he i Edpedhie ey panilloie DN 688 e Palfe Ryl rouh T
Cross- sect i OgadtBA®SKirtha\antwiRlapssificediafh obPrREING W th an adj acent one of
the at |east one vertical, skirting, covering, w ndow and door franmeworks,

t he rect anguwhereiprths at-lsast phoskinimgtitamaveork sgmarisgs anihi|shaped channehformad by of
two sides in two.|ongitudinal s _of rect angul ar cross-section.of. t he
rect angul ar t&"roosséées _e‘%’tl{soﬁnq‘re?rbg‘?l?onbnga@f lfaﬁe?‘flgopreﬁﬁﬁ%l g‘eﬁlgfrﬁg PEYFE M ur ed
to receive apdipdnldidul#K ifin PRIRtoA] wald flvadlyUit] REpcef RS ShapddhaiRIIfk
having a recess configured to receive aiﬁg‘;tltl oning material, the tubular

cross- sect i onvordsfishapeldanembess easbleatendingt raetpartyel cee of edgsspartions afroneenber
such that th ecess., of the tybul ar cross-secti on nepber .i,s rallel.to the
P chaanel ot E RS idR WIS add B8 o RERREIBE S b R argRy 8% Msb&ive

. A(Fe. AY, . AdpneAftendR@risnsAST- diYer *onbfof- the twé\ side walls, the two "L" shaped members

. A3. AFy. AY. AY, . A3, . AY, . AF9BFG kI nQ "
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O wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shape channel so as to create two channels each
configured to receive a partitioning material, and has means for interlocking with an
adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting, covering, window and door

frameworks.

14. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, wherein the at least
one window framework comprises a rectangular cross-section member having a wing
member at each of two sides in two longitudinal ends of a rectangular cross-section of
the rectangular cross-section member, the wing members each being configured to

receive a partitioning material, the rectangular cross-section member having a channel
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cut out so as to receive a glass for the at least one window, the rectangular cross-section
member having means for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical,

skirting, covering, window and door frameworks.

15. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, wherein the at
least one door framework comprises a rectangular cross-section member having means
for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting, covering,
window and door frameworks, the rectangular cross-section member having a channel
cut out at each of two sides in two longitudinal ends of a rectangular cross-section of
the rectangular cross-section member, one of the two channels being configured to
receive a partitioning material, and a tubular cross-section member having a recess
configured to receive a partitioning material, the tubular cross-section member being
attached to the rectangular cross-section member such that the recess of the tubular
cross-section member is parallel to the two channels cut out in the rectangular cross-

section member.

16. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, further comprising
placing two partitioning materials parallel to each other with vertical edges of the two

partitioning materials inserted into the at least one vertical framework.

17. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, further comprising
securing at least one partitioning material by means of brackets attached to a floor,
wherein the brackets are disposed with means to interlock with the at least one vertical

framework.

18. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, wherein the at least
one skirting framework is configured to be attached to a bottom portion of the at least

one vertical framework.
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one vertical framework has at least one opening configured to run the plural cables to

the at least one skirting framework.

20. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, wherein the at least
one vertical framework includes at least one internal bracing member configured to

brace the at least one partitioning material.

21. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, wherein the at least
one skirting framework includes at least one junction box configured to receive the

plural cables from the at least one vertical framework.

22. A method of partitioning an office space as claimed in claim 12, wherein the at least

one skirting framework is configured to be bolted to a floor.

23. An interlocking framework unit, comprising:

at least one vertical framework configured to receive and support at least one
partitioning material;

at least one skirting framework configured to receive and support the at least one
partitioning material;

at least one covering framework configured to receive and support the at least one
partitioning material;

at least one window framework configured to receive and support at least one of the at
least one partitioning material and at least one window; and

at least one door framework configured to receive and support at least one of at least
one partitioning material and at least one door;

wherein:

the interlocking framework unit is configured to form at least one internal conduit for
plural cables between adjacent partitioning materials from a ceiling level through the at

least one skirting framework positioned at a floor level; and
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the at least one vertical framework comprises a "U" shaped channel formed by two side
walls and a bottom wall, has two projecting members projecting perpendicularly from
the bottom wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shaped channel so as to create a
plurality of distinct channels within the "U" shaped channel, has an inverted "L" shaped
member respectively disposed on the two side walls outwardly so as to create an
external channel configured to receive a partitioning material, and has means for
interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting, covering, window

and door frameworks.

24. An interlocking framework unit as claimed in claim 23, wherein the at least one
covering framework comprises a "U" shaped channel formed by two side walls and a
bottom wall, has two projection members projecting perpendicularly from the bottom
wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shape channel so as to create two channels each
configured to receive a partitioning material, and has means for interlocking with an
adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting, covering, window and door

frameworks.

25. An interlocking framework unit as claimed in claim 23, wherein the at least one
window framework comprises a rectangular cross-section member having a wing
member at each of two sides in two longitudinal ends of a rectangular cross-section of
the rectangular cross-section member, the wing members each being configured to
receive a partitioning material, the rectangular cross-section member having a channel
cut out so as to receive a glass for the at least one window, the rectangular cross-section
member having means for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical,

skirting, covering, window and door frameworks.

26. An interlocking framework unit as claimed in claim 23, wherein the at least one
door framework comprises a rectangular cross-section member having means for
interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting, covering, window

and door frameworks, the rectangular cross-section member having a channel cut out at
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each of two sides in two longitudinal ends of a rectangular cross-section of the

rectangular cross-section member, one of the two channels being configured to receive
a partitioning material, and a tubular cross-section member having a recess configured
to receive a partitioning material, the tubular cross-section member being attached to
the rectangular cross-section member such that the recess of the tubular cross-section

member is parallel to the two channels cut out in the rectangular cross-section member.

27. An interlocking framework unit, comprising:

at least one vertical framing means for receiving and supporting at least one partitioning
material;

at least one skirting means for receiving and supporting a bottom portion of the at least
one partitioning material on a floor;

at least one window framing means for receiving and supporting at least one of the at
least one partitioning material and at least one window;

at least one door framing means for receiving and supporting at least one of at least one
partitioning material and at least one door; and

at least one covering means for receiving and supporting the at least one partitioning
material; wherein:

the interlocking framework unit forms at least one internal conduit for plural cables
between adjacent partitioning materials from a ceiling level through the at least one
skirting means positioned at a floor level; and

the at least one vertical framing means comprises a "U" shaped channel formed by two
side walls and a bottom wall, has two projecting members projecting perpendicularly
from the bottom wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shaped channel so as to create a
plurality of distinct channels within the "U" shaped channel, has an inverted "L" shaped
member respectively disposed on the two side walls outwardly so as to create an
external channel configured to receive a partitioning material, and has means for
interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical framing, skirting, covering,

window framing and door framing means.
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28. An interlocking framework unit, comprising:
at least one vertical framework configured to receive and support at least one
partitioning material;
at least one skirting framework configured to receive and support the at least one
partitioning material;
at least one covering framework configured to receive and support the at least one
partitioning material;
at least one window framework configured to receive and support at least one of the at
least one partitioning material and at least one window; and
at least one door framework configured to receive and support at least one of at least
one partitioning material and at least one door;
wherein:
the interlocking framework unit is configured to form at least one internal conduit for
plural cables between adjacent partitioning materials from a ceiling level through the at
least one skirting framework positioned at a floor level; and
the at least one skirting framework comprises a "U" shaped channel formed by two side
walls and a bottom wall, has two projecting members projecting perpendicularly from
the bottom wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shaped channel, has two "L" shaped
members each extending from a respective one of edge portions of one of the two side
walls, and has two rectangular channels each provided at a respective one of end
portions of other one of the two side walls, the two "L" shaped members each being
configured to receive a skirting cover configured to cover a respective opening between

the two rectangular channels and the two "L" shape members, the two rectangular

channels each being configured to receive a partitioning material.

29. An interlocking framework unit as claimed in claim 28, wherein the at least one
covering framework comprises a "U" shaped channel formed by two side walls and a
bottom wall, has two projection members projecting perpendicularly from the bottom
wall inwardly with respect to the "U" shape channel so as to create two channels each

configured to receive a partitioning material, and has means for interlocking with an
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adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting, covering, window and door

frameworks.

30. An interlocking framework unit as claimed in claim 28, wherein the at least one
window framework comprises a rectangular cross-section member having a wing
member at each of two sides in two longitudinal ends of a rectangular cross-section of
the rectangular cross-section member, the wing members each being configured to
receive a partitioning material, the rectangular cross-section member having a channel
cut out so as to receive a glass for the at least one window, the rectangular cross-section
member having means for interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical,

skirting, covering, window and door frameworks.

31. An interlocking framework unit as claimed in claim 28, wherein the at least one
door framework comprises a rectangular cross-section member having means for
interlocking with an adjacent one of the at least one vertical, skirting, covering, window
and door frameworks, the rectangular cross-section member having a channel cut out at
each of two sides in two longitudinal ends of a rectangular cross-section of the
rectangular cross-section member, one of the two channels being configured to receive
a partitioning material, and a tubular cross-section member having a recess configured
to receive a partitioning material, the tubular cross-section member being attached to
the rectangular cross-section member such that the recess of the tubular cross-section

member is parallel to the two channels cut out in the rectangular cross-section member.



