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- Met hod and apparatus for selecting text and/or non-text blocks in a stored
docunent includes functions and structure for identifying connected pixel
conponents in a stored docunent, separeti-ng the identified pixel conmponents
i nto text and non- text conponents searchlng t he docunent for visible and
invisible Iines al ong edges @& AGT) OF ISTIOBIRE, form ng
i rregul arl y-shaped text and non-text bl ocks u3|ng the identified text
conmponents and the visible and invisible |lines, detecting the text
orientation for each forMeihogxaNg gPParakussforngelestingn&exts om t he t ext
bl ockdbgsed on hhﬁ/dgt neheﬁesw mb%klsgﬂ.ln deb%&eggdbga%n%mwla{]&hfaefsordtthext
st ored docunent S on t tra | neg,, and nudi e formed te
and non-t ext b|8§§§%68§§da ﬁ Fﬁ@“&%PEEtJS RgﬁnﬁﬁﬁVéngT% ngﬁ8§ ed or red t ext
bl ocks are pref pixely compppents tim ehstaredr doctnumenit!,i separatiings.

the identified pixel components into text and non-

text components, searching the document for/a/
visible and invisible lines along edges of the non-

text components, forming irregularly-shaped text and
non-text blocks using the identified text components
and the visible and invisible lines, detecting the
text orientation for each formed text block,
extracting text lines from the text block based on
the detected orientation, detecting the skew angle
for the stored document based on the extracted
lines, and modifying the formed text and non-text
blocks based on the detected skew angle. The thus-
formed text blocks are preferably subjected to
character recognition routines.
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