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FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: A solar energy converter comprising: a solar energy absorber, the solar energy absorber comprising a photovoltaic
element; a heat transfer element in thermal contact with the solar energy absorber; a primary heat exchanger in thermal contact with
the heat transfer element; a secondary heat exchanger; and a heat transfer control element; wherein the heat transfer control element
is arranged to selectively place the secondary heat exchanger either in thermal contact with the heat transfer element or out of
thermal contact with the heat transfer element.



