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at least one lower cover plate connecting means
comprises snap connecting means adapted to retain a cover plate
means extending vertically downward therefrom; and

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap
around corners adapted to slidingly engage the bulbous plug
connector of the upper cover plate connmecting means and to snap
into secured engagement with the snap connecting means of the
lower cover plate connecting means.

4. The system of claim 2 for providing a decorative end
covering, wherein:

each of the lower cover plate connecting means and
one of the upper cover plate connectirig means comprise snap
connecting means to retain a cover plate means extending
vertically therefrom; and
| each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap
around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the

snap connecting means. of —the—lower—cever—plate—connecting
meansy

S. The system of claim 1 for providing a decorative end
covering, wherein said partition has a rectangular frame
comprising two vertical end posts and a plurality of horizontal
beams arranged in pairs, each beam extending between and
connected to the two end posts and having hollow, open ends
proximate the end posts, the beams of each pair being connected
to opposite sides of the end posts, the partition having at
least two pairs of'beams, one pair proximate its bottom and one
pair proximate its top; and

wherein each cover plate support has end plug means
inserted into the open ends of one pair of beams.

6. The system of claim 5 for providing a decorative end
covering, wherein each cover plate support comprises:
end plug means, each comprising a U-shaped end plug
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one of the upper cover plate-connecting means compriée snap
connecting means to retain a cover plate means extending
vertically therefrom; and

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap
around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the

snap connecting means.-ef—the—lower—ecover—piate—connecting-

—HeaRNsw

14. The system of claim 10 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein said partitions each have a rectangular frame
comprising two vertical end posts and a plurality of horizontal
beams arranged in pairs, each beam extending between and
connected to the two end posts and having hollow, open ends
proximate the end posts, the beams of each pair being connected
to opposite sides of the end posts, each partition having at
least two pairs of beams, one pair proximate its bottom and one
pair proximate its top; . -

a first partition of the two partitions having two
pairs of beams in vertical alignment with respective pairs of
beams of a second partition; and

wherein each triangular cover plate support has first
end plug means inserted into the open ends of a pair of beams
of the first partition and extending horizontally outwardly
ﬁherefrom, and having second end plug means inserted into the
open ends of a vertically aligned pair of beams of the second
partition and extending horizontally outwardly therefrom.

15. The system of claim 14 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein each triangular cover plate support
comprises:

two end plug means, each comprising a U-shaped end
plug provided in the ends of a vertically aligned pair of
beams, said end plugs having two parallel legs and a central
bight, each leg received in a friction fit in the open end of
one beam of a pair of beams, the bight extending horizontally
between the pair of beams and forwardly of an end post, a
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around corners adapted to snap'into secured engagement with the

snap connecting means. .of—the—lower—eever—plate—connecting-

-Reans

18. A system for providing a decorative end covering on
converging ends of three free-standing portable partitions each
having a frame with opposite faces and a top, bottom and two
ends;

each partition having one end converging at a
preselected angle of 90 degrees with an end of an adjacent
partition;

said system comprising:

at least two rectangular cover plate supports, each
extending horizontally between, and secured to, said converging
end of each partition, each cover plate support having upper
and lower surfaces provided with upper and lower cover plate
connecting means, respectively; and

' at least one cover plate means providing a decorative

appearance to the converging ends of the three partitions, each
cover plate means extending vertically between two rectangular
cover plate supports, the cover plate means having an upper end
secured to the lower cover plate connecting means of a first
rectangular cover plate support and a lower end secured to the
upper cover plate connecting means of a second rectangular

cover plate support.

19. The system of claim 18 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein each rectangular cover plate "support
comprises:

_ three attachment means, each attachment means secured
to and extending outwardly from an end of one of said
partitions, said attachment means being shaped to provide a
vertical slot proximate said end of one of said partitions,
said attachment means being in vertical elignment with each
other; end | _

cover plate retainer means comprising rectangular

horizontal plate means and leg means extending vertically in
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the same direction from three sides of the plate means, the leg
means each being adapted to be securely received in said
vertical slot proximate said end of each partition.

20. The system of claim 19 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein: '

the upper cover plate connecting means of at least
one rectangular cover plate support comprises bulbous plug
connector means on the upper surface thereof adapted to retain
a cover plate means extending vertically upwardly therefrom;
and

at least one lower cover plate connecting means
comprises snap connecting means adapted to retain a cover plate
means extending vertically downwardly therefrom; and

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap
around corners adapted to slidingly engage the bulbous plug
connector means and to snap into secured engagement with the
snap connecting means. '

21. The system of claim 19 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein:

each of the lower cover plate connecting means and
one of the upper cover plate connecting means comprise snap
connecting means to retain a cover plate means .extending
vertically therefrom; and _

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap
around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the

snap connecting means. of-—-the--lower—cover—piate—connectimng

Beans~

22. The system of claim 18 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein each of said partitions has a rectangular
frame comprising two vertical end posts and a plurality of
horizontal beams arranged in pairs, each beam extending between
and connected to the two end posts and having hollow, open ends
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comprises snap connecting'meané adapted to retain a cover plate
means extending vertically downwardly therefrom; and

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap
around corners adapted to slidingly engage the bulbous plug
connector means and to snap into secured engagement with the

snap connecting means.

25. The system of claim 22 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein: _

' each of the lower cover plate connecting means and
one of the upper cover plate connecting means comprise snap
connecting means to retain a cover plate means extending 
vertically therefrom; and

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap
around corners proximate its upper and loﬁer ends, said wrap
around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the

snap connecting means. ¢f—the—lower—eover—plate—eonnecting

means-

26. A system for providing a decorative covering over a
gap between converging ends of four free-standing portable
partitions each having a frame with opposite faces and a top,
a bottom and two ends;

each partition having one end converging with ends
of two adjacent partitions at a preselected angle of 90
degrees;

said system comprising:

a rectangular horizontal cover plate extending
between, and secured to, said converging end of each partition,
the cover plate having an upper decorative surface/aﬂﬁahl} . -
. . . . horizental ever plali. :
27. . The system of claim 26 for providing a decorative
covering, wherein the rectangular horizontal cover plate
comprises:

four attachment means, each attachment means secured

to and extending outwardly from the end of one of said
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and two end ‘surfaces, a plurality of said partitions
converging 3}}7@ 2 junction with vertically extending gaps
between end-fases-of converging partitions, each converging
partition converging at a preselected angle with either one
or ~two other converging partitions, the top and bottom of
each converging partition defining a horizontal plane;

a system for providing a decorative covering at said
junction, comprisiﬁg:

cover plate supports located in said horizontal
planes at said junction, each cover plate support comprising
horizontal plate means re ﬁe's./sably connected to an end
surface of at least one -panel and having upper and lower
surfaces, one of said surfaces having a decorative
appearance and at least one of said surfaces adapted to
releasably couple to one or more vertical cover i)lates, said
cover plates extending vertically between adjacent cover
plate supports and being selected from end face cover plates
adapted to provide a decorative covering over an end surface
of a paftition, and vertical gap cover plates adapted to
provide a decorative covering over said vertical gap between
end surfaces of two converging partitions, said cover plate
supports and cover plates together providing a decorative
covering over the 3junction formed by the converging

partitions, wherein:

(a) in a horizontal plane *ﬂ%—ﬂeﬁmmofmfy oL

pconverging

] af'fllmv - - m P4 )/m
part:.t:.o Aas—-the—gmese-],eeteé—a-ng%e a cover plate support is

provided connected to andsgﬁtendlng horizontally outwardly
from the end surface of -eaeh- partition, -having—its—top—or

bottom—in—said—heorizontal—plane,—eaehk said cover plate

support having one ‘facet substantially abutting the end
surface of a pértition, and having upper and lower surfaces
both adapted to releasably couple to a vertical end face
cover plate, one of said upper and lower surfaces having a

decorative appearance; and

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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horizontal platé means having a plurality of facets, eag

facet substantially abutting an end surface of a partipion
converging in said horizontal plane, and an outward side
which horizontally spans a first vertical gap betwgen said
two partitions which converge with only one othey/partition
at the preselected angle, one of the uppe and lower
surfaces of said cover plate support beifig adapted to
releasably couple to a vértical gap cover/plate adapted to
provide a decorative covering over said Afirst vertical gap,
the other of said surfaces further /having a decorative
appearance and being adaptéd to relegGsably couple to one or
more vertical cover plates selegted from end face cover
plates and vertical gap cover/plates adapted to cover a
vertical gap between the end glirfaces of any two partitions;

or
(c) in a horizon{al plane in which each converging

partition converges ith two other partitions at the
preselected angle, /the cover plate support in said
horizontal plane cémprises horizontal plate means connected
to and extending/between the end surfaces of the partitions
converging iy said horizontal plane, said cover plate
support having a plurality of facets, each facet abutting
the end sdrface of a partition, one of said upper and lower
surfaceé of said cover plate retainer having a decorative
appegtrance and adapted to releasably couple to one or more
vertical cover plates selected from vertical gap cover

- T o - - - -

33. A system for providing a decorative covering
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according to cla‘mcb 2,'wherein two partitions converge in -a-2a/d

horizontal plane;at said preselected angle, and

said cover plate support -eemprises—a-horizental-plate

-means—having—twe—facets,—each—facet—substantially abutting-

an—end-surface—of—one—of said -two partitions,—said—cover
hat o8 . .
i rpoutward side extending

Sa .
across-afvertically extending gap between the end surfaces

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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of said two partitions/
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plate support. having coupling means adapted to relegsdbly
couple said cover plate support to a vertical gdp cover
plate adapted to extend vertically from said on€ surface and
provide a decorative covering over the veptical gap between

said two partitions;
the other of said surfaees having a decorative
appearance and having couplifig means adapted to either
releasably couple said cowér plate support to a vertical gap
cover plate adapted X0 extend vertically from said other
_ surface and provide a decorative covering over the vertical
s gap between 24id two partitions, and adapted to releasably
"couple ¢ two end face cover plates adapted to extend
verti€ally from said other surface and provide a decorative

—> st nenl cldms By, B8
26

p A system ggr providing a decorative covering
according to claim e%ytyherein three partitions converge in
said horizontal plane, with first and second partitions each
converging at said preselected angle with a third
partitioqﬁ, the first and second partitions converging with
‘each other at an angle other than said preselected angle, a
first vertical gap being formed between the end surfaces of
said first and second partitions,

said cover plate support.comprisés a hori;ontal plate
means having three facets, each facet substantiélly abutting
an end surface of one of said three partitions, said iggsﬁ
plate support further having an outward side extending,the
first vertical gap between the end surfaces of said first
and second partitions,

one of the upper and lower surfaces of said cover
plate support having coupling means adapted to releasably
couple said cover plate support to a vertical gap cover
plate adapted to extend vertically from said one surface and
provide a decorative covering over the first vertical gap

between said first and second partitions;

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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the other of the upper and lower surfaces of said
cover plate supﬁort having a decorative appearance and
having coupling means adapted to:

(a) releasably couple said cover plate support to a
vertical gap cover plate adapted to extend vertically from
said other surface and provide a decorative covering over
the first vertical gap between said first and second
partitions;

- (b) releasably couple said cover plate support to a
vertical gap cover plate adapted to extend vertically from
said other surface and provide a decorative covering over a
vertical gap between said third partition and said first

oeemd

partition; and
(c) releasably couple sald cover plate support to

three end face cover plates prov1d1ng decorative coverings

over each of the three converging partition.

Bf' _
A system for providing a decorative covering

accordlng to claim 321 wherein-one-of-said herizontal-planes

converge in Sald horizontal plare of (d)
-has- four partitions cenverging—therein, each of said four

partitions converging with two other of said partitions such

that the preselected angle is 90°,
said cover plate support comprising a rectangular

horizontal plate means having four facets, each facet
substantially abutting an end surface of one of said four
partitions,

one of the upper and lower surfaces of-said cover
plate support having a decorative appearance and having
coupling means adapted to releasably couple said cover plate

support to:
(a) a vertical gap cover plate adapted to extend

vertically from said one surface and provide a decorative
covering over a vertical gap between two opposing end

surfaces;
(b) a vertical gap cover plate adapted to extend

vertically from said one surface and provide a decorative

covering over a vertical gap between two end surfaces

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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oriented at 90° to one another; and

(c) 4gaLaa5axﬂahcxqule_said—ceveﬁhp4a%ebsupper%r50 end
face cover plates adapted to extend vertically from said one
surface and provide decorative coverings over the end

surfaces of said four converglng partitions.
—> mStrt ren cfame 98 +o &7

5
36. A portable wall partltlon having a frame comprising

vertical posts and a plurality of horizontal beams arranged
in pairs, said beams having inward faces, upwardly directed
faces and downwardly directed faces said beam extending
between and connected to the posts in spaced, side-by-side
parallel relation with said inward faces in opposition with
each other; and

a plurality of modular retaining cllps for securing
components of said partition to said frame, each retaining
clip secured between a pair of beams and having engagement
surfaces engaging the inward faces, upwardly directed faces
and downwardly directed faces of a pair of beams such that
said clip is retained to permit horizontal sliding of the
clip longitudinally along the pair of beams and to prevent
movement of the clip vertically or horizontally transverse
to the longitudinal;

each retaining clip having at least one securing
means to which one of said modular components is releasably

secured.

&
7. The portable wall partition according to claim 36,

wherein each said retaining clip comprises releasably
connected upper and lower segments.

[~
€. The portable wall partition according to claim 37

wherein:

two of said retaining clips have a panel securing
means comprising a slot for retaining a vertical panel of
light transmitting material between and parallel to a pair
of beams, said panel of 1light transmitting material

providing a window through the partition;

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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a first of the two modular.retaining clips being
secured between a first, upper pair of beams and having a
downwardly directed slot in its lower segment for retaining
an upper edge of the panel of light transmitting matérial;
and

a second of the two modular retaining clips being
secured between a second, lower pair of beams and having an
upwardly direéfed slot in its upper segment for retaining a
lower edge of the panel of light transmitting material;

the lower segment of said first retaining clip and
the upper segment of said second retaining clip being

interchangeable.

9. The portable wall partition according to claim 37,
wherein:

a retaining clip is secured between an uppermost pair
of beams of the partition proximate an upper end of the
partition, the retaining clip having upper securing means on
said upper segment extending upwardly of the uppermost pair
of beams, said upper securing means adapted to snap into
secured engagement with a horizontal top cover plate
providing a decorative covering on top of the partition.
e |
40. The portable wall partition according to claim 37,
wherein said components comprise a plurality of cladding
panels extending vertically and outwardly of said pairs of
horizontal beams and forming a decorative covering of the
partition, each of said panels being releasably secured to
the frame by panel securing means of said retaining clips.

ﬁg. The portable wall partition according to claim 40,
wherein a plurality of retaining clips are provided to
secure said cladding panels to the frame, said retaining
clips having at least one of:

an upper segment having upper securing means
extending upwardly and outwardly of a pair of beams and
securing a lower end of a first cladding panel ocutwardly of

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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one beam of said pair of beams, and

a lower segment having lower securing means extending
downwardly and outwardly of a pair of beams ‘and securing an
ﬁpper end of a second cladding panel outwardly of one beam

of said pair of beanms.

58 '

AL, The portable wall partition according to claim 37,
wherein each of said retaining clips has side engagement
surfaces engaging the inward faces of a pair of beams, said
side surfaces having a depth longitudinal to the beams such
that a horizontal distance measured diagonally through the
clip from one of said side surfaces to another of said side
surfaces is sufficiently greater than a horizontal distance
measured perpendicularly between the side surfaces, to
thereby permit said side surfaces to be engaged or
disengaged with said beams by rotating said retaining clip
about a vertical axis therethrough, while substantially
preventing horizontal mdvemént of said clip except said
horizontal sliding of said clip longitudinally along said

beans.

59
A5 The portable wall partition according to claim 42,

wherein each said clip has upper engagement surfaces on its
upper segment engaging said upwardly directed faces of a
pair of beams, and lower engagement surfaces on its lower
segment'engaging said downwardly directed faces of a pair of
beams, said upper and lower engagement surfaces being
contigquous to said side engagement surfaces and
substantially preventing vertical movement of said clip.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)



