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at least one lower cover plate connecting means 

comprises snap connecting means adapted to retain a cover plate 

means extending vertically downward therefrom; and 

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap 

around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap 

around corners adapted to slidingly engage the ·bulbous plug 

connector of the upper cover plate connecting means _and to Snap 

into secured engagement with the snap connecting means of the 

lower cover plate connecting means. 

4. The system of claim 2 for providing a decorative end 

covering, wherein: 

each of the lower cover plate co~ecting means and 

one of the upper cover plate connectirig means comprise snap 

connecting means to retain a cover plate means extending 

vertically therefrom; and 

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap 

around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap 

around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the 

·snap connecting means. of t:Ae le,fe!" ee"Jer pla'te connecting 

aeaas, 

5. The system of claim 1 for providing a decorative end 

covering, wherein said partition has a rectangular frame 

comprising two vertical end posts and a plurality of horizontal 

beams arranged in pairs, each beam extending between and 

connected to the two end posts and having hollow, open ends 

proximate the end posts, the beams of each pair being connected 

to opposite sides of the end posts, the partition having at 

least two pairs of beams, one pair proximate its bottom and one 

pair proximate its top; and 
wherein each cover plate support has end plug means 

inserted into the open ends of one pair of beams. 

6. The system of claim 5 for providing a decorative end 

covering, wherein each cover plate support comprises: 

end plug means, each comprising a u-shaped end plug 
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one of the upper cover plate connecting means comprise snap 

connecting means to retain a cover plate means extending 

vertically therefrom; and 

each cover plate· means has inwardly extending wrap 

around corners proximate its upper _and lower ends, said wrap 

around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the 

snap connecting means· ef tae le,Jer eer.."'er pla~e eonnec1:inq 

means ... 

14. The system of claim 10 for providing a decorative 

covering, wherein said partitions each have a rectangular frame 

comprising two vertical end posts and a plurality of horizontal 

0 beams arranged in pairs, each beam extending between and 

connected to the two end posts and having hollow, open ends 

proximate the end posts, the beams of each pair being connected 

ta opposite sides of the end posts, each partition having at 

least two pairs of beams, one pair proximate its bottom and one 

pair proximate its top; 

\_j 

a first partition of the two partitions having two 

pairs of beams in vertical alignment with respective pairs of 

beams of a second partition; and 

wherein each triangular cover plate support has first 

end plug means inserted into the open ends of a pair of beams 

of the first partition and extending horizontally outwardly 

therefrom, and having second end plug means inserted into the 

open ends of a vertically aligned pair of beams of the secon~ 

partition and extending horizontally outwardly therefrom. 

15. The system of claim 14 for providing a decorative 

covering, wherein each triangular cover plate support 

comprises: 

two end plug means, each comprising a u-shaped e·nd 

plug provided in the ends of a vertically aligned pair of 

beams, said end plugs having two parallel legs and a central 

bight, each leg received in a friction fit in the open end of 

one beam of a pair of beams, the bight extending horizontally 

between the pair of beams and forwardly of an end post, a 

·; .. ~ 
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around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the 

snap connecting means. of tae le~Jer ee·rer · pla't:e connectinq 

means. 

18. A system for providing a decorative end covering on 

converging ends of three free-standing portable partitions each 

having a frame with opposite faces and a top, bottom and two 

ends; 

each .partition having one end converging at a 

preselected angle of 90 degrees with an end of an adjacent 

partition; 

said system comprising: 

U at least two rectangular cover plate supports, each 

\. .... ) 

extending horizontally between, and secured to, said converging 

end of each partition, each cover plate support having upper 

and lower surfaces provided with upper and lower cover plate 

connecting means, respectively; and 

at least one cover plate means providing a decorative 

appearance to the converging ends of the three partitions,. each 

cover plate means extending vertically between two rectangular 

cover plate supports, the cover plate means having an upper end 

secured to the lower cover plate connecting means of a first 

rectangular cover plate support and a lower end secured to the 

upper cover plate connecting means of a second rectangular 

cover plate support. 

19. The system of claim 18 for providing a decorative 

covering, wherein each rectangular cover plate ·support 

comprises: 

three attachment means, each attachment means secured 

to and extending outwardly from an end of one of said 

partitions, said attachment means being shaped to provide· a 

vertical slot proximate said end of one of said partitions, 

said attachment means being in vertical alignment with each 

other; and 
cover plate retainer means comprising rectangulai 

horizontal plate means and leg means extending vertically in 
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the same direction from three ·sides of the plate means, the leg 
means each being adapted to be securely received in said 
vertical slot proximate said end of each partition. 

20. The system of claim 19 for providing a decorative 
covering, wherein:· 

the upper cover plate connecting means of at least 
one rectangular cover plate support comprises bulbous plug 
connector means on the upper surf ace thereof adapted to retain 
a cover plate means extending vertically upwardly therefrom; 
and 

at least one lower cover plate connecting means 
comprises snap connecting means adapted to re~ain a cover plate 
means extending vertically downwardly therefrom; and 

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap 
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap 
around corners adapted to slidingly engage the bulbous plug 
connector means and to snap into secured engagement with the 
snap connecting means. 

21. The system of claim 19 for providing a decorative 
covering, wherein: 

each of the lower cover plate connecting means and 
one of the upper cover plate connecting means comprise snap 
connecting means to retain a cover plate means extending 
vertically therefrom; and 

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap 
around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap 
around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the 
snap connecting means. of tbe lower Gi:et,re:r pla't:e eonnecting 

meaRs. 

22. The system of claim 18 for providing a decorative 
covering, wherein each of said partitions has a rectangular 
frame comprising two vertical end posts and a plurality of 
horizontal beams arranged in pairs, each beam extending between 
and connected to the two end posts and having hollow, open ends 
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comprises snap connecting means adapted to retain a cover plate 

means extending vertically downwardly therefrom; and 

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap 

around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap 

around corners adapted to slidingly engage the bulbous plug 

connector means and to snap into secured engagement with the 

snap connecting means. 

25. The system of claim 22 for providing a decorative 

covering, wherein: 

each of the lower cover plate connecting means and 

one of the upper cover plate connecting means comprise snap 

'0 connecting means to retain a cover plate . means extending 

vertically therefrom; and 

each cover plate means has inwardly extending wrap 

around corners proximate its upper and lower ends, said wrap 

around corners adapted to snap into secured engagement with the 

snap connecting means. ef t:ae lewer ee"Jer plat:e eenneet.inq 

means. 

26. A system for providing a decorative covering over a 

gap between converging ends of four free-standing portable 

partitions each having a frame with opposite faces and a top, 

a bottom and two ends; 

each partition having one end converging with ends 

of two adjacent partitions at a preselected angle of 90 

degrees; 
said system comprising: 

a rectangular horizontal cover plate extending 

between, and secured to, said converging end of each partition, 

the cover plate having an upper decorative surface/ ~hlcJ? 1'.t • -

h Ori~ MH I t.o'Vl-Y frl. tJ{),, • 

27. The system of claim 26 for providing a decorative 

covering, wherein the rectangular horizontal cover plate 

comprises: 
four attachment means, each attachment means secured 

to and extending outwardly from the end of one of said 
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. . . 
• • • • t t .• , 

and two .end ·su~faces, a plurality of said partitions 

converging ~~fa~ junction with vertically extending gaps 

between end faees of converging partitions, each converging 

partition converging at a preselected angle with either one 

or ·two other converging partitions, the top and bottom of 

each converging partition defining a horizontal plane; 

a system for providing a decorative covering at said 

junction, comprising: 

cover plate supports located in said horizontal 

planes at said junction, each cover plate support comprising 

horizontal plate means releasably connected to an end 
f"Yl'ffht/ 

surf ace of at least one paRel and having upper and lower 

surfaces, one of said surfaces having a decorative 

appearance and at least one of said surfaces adapted to 

releasably couple to one or more vertical cover plates, said 

cover plates extending vertically between adjacent cover 

plate supports and being selected from end face cover plates 

adapted to provide a decorative covering over an end surface 

of a partition, and vertical gap cover plates adapted to 

provide a decorative covering over said vertical gap between 

end surfaces of two converging partitions, said cover plate 

supports and cover plates together providing a decorative 

covering over the junction formed by the converging 

partitions, wherein: 

... 
' . • • • 

0 (a) in a horizontal plane ia waiea ?teCllh~~v~m-- of"""/ 011J..; 

partitieR is erieRteEl r~lativ:e te any e'&Ber "converging 
.&nie/ 'f.01'1''f{'1rV • • • M .,PA l'..llllU-

partition_, llat the preselee"tieEi aa9le, a cover plate support is 

provided connected to and e~tending horizontally outwardly 
~t:ltllC'I . 

from the end surf ace of ea ea partition, aa,Jift~ it:s top oL 

settem iR said aeriaental plane, eae!i said cover plate 

support having one facet substantially abutting the end 

surface of a partition, and having upper and lower surfaces 

both adapted to releasably couple to a vertical end face 

cover plate, one of said upper and lower surfaces having a 

decorative appearance; and 

(b) ift a fieriaeRtal plane iR waiea triJe partH:ieAS R.R.pta<J.r/ ll'l"fftv 
Ill~ ptirtJ14f¥h eh) 

. 41l!e.aa~c:.i:hi--ce;.ce~n~·1,1. .. e~rE1CJ:ee~a~t;.--1ti:.Ja~ee-sp~r:eet-esPEet-:1l~eMe;;;itr=-ee-Q.a-.aa~ni-ECJHl~e!--J1.'H-•'-=-i-:e:t,ah:-EeHRT::ll:"}f-' -<0e-Rrtee-ee~e:t:fl:tee!1r='""" 
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I 

horizontal plate means having a of facets, 

facet substantially abutting an end surface of a parti ion 

converging in said horizontal plane, and an outwar side 

which horizontally spans a first vertical gap betw. en said 

two partitions which converge with only one othe partition 

at the preselected angle, one of the and lower 

surfaces of said cover plate support be· g adapted to 

releasably couple to a vertical gap cover to 

provide a decorative covering over said irst vertical gap, 

the other of said surfaces further having a decorative 

appearance and being adapted to rel sably couple to one or 

more vertical cover plates ed from end face cover 

plates and vertical gap cover plates adapted to cover a 

vertical gap between the end of any two partitions; 

or 

(c) in a horizon 1 plane in which each converging 

partition converges ith two other partitions at the 

preselected angle, cover plate support in said 

horizontal plane mprises horizontal plate means connected 

to and extendin between the end surfaces of the partitions 

converging i said horizontal plane, said cover plate 

support ha~ ng a plurality of facets, each facet abutting 

rface of a partition, one of said upper and lower 

of said cover plat·e retainer having a decorative 

to releasably couple to one or more 

selected from vertical gap cover 

33. A system for providing a decorative covering 

' , 
' • • •• 

according to cla~m ~2, wherein two partitions converge in -a- Ralt:J 
~~ . 

horizontal plane~at said preselected angle, and 

said cover plate support eemprises a herieeftl:al plaee 

mea:Hs fiavif'lCJ ~we faeets, ease faeee s\:l.Ssl:aft~ially abtt~~iflCJ 

aa eaQ. sQrfa.se g£ oi:ie of said twc 2a.~titigRs, said. sever 
hfAI ~iJ&' 

:plate sl:il~er't: fl:ilrtaer aaviA~ an· A outward side extending 
aa1 . 

across -a- vertically extending gap between the end surfaces 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 
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of said two part~tions; 

plate support. having coupling means adapted to 

couple said cover plate support to a vertical 

plate adapted to extend verti~ally from said o 

, 
• • .. .. 

provide a decorative covering over gap between 

said two partitions; 

the other of said surf having a decorative 

appearance and having coup · g means adapted to either 

releasably couple said co r plate support to a vertical gap 

o extend vertically from said other 

surface and prov· e a decorative covering over the vertical 

gap between id two partitions, and adapte~ to releasably 

end face cover plates adapted to extend 

other surface and provide a decorative 

• •• . , •• • 

---7> th!LYI; nU4 ctllltWH 311-_,, .B~ 
!\~ 
)'4. A system for providing a decorative covering 

G"O 
according to claim '9-2-1. wherein three partitions converge in 

oJC 
said horizontal plan9A, with first and second partitions each 

converging at said preselected angle with a third 

partitionp(, the first and second partitions converging with 

each other at an angle other than said preselected angle, a 

first vertical gap being formed between the end surfaces of 

said first and second partitions, 

said cover plate support comprises a horizontal. plate 

means having three facets, each facet substantially abutting 

an end surface of one of said three partitions, said cove~ 
· aertJl" 

plate support further having an outward side extendingAthe 

first vertical gap between the end surfaces of said first 

and second partitions, 

one of the upper and lower surfaces of said cover 

plate support having coupling means adapted to releasably 

couple said cover plate support to a vertical gap cover 

plate adapted to extend vertically from said one surface and 

provide a decorative covering over the first vertical gap 

bet~een said first and second partitions; 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 
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the other of the upper and lower surfaces of said 

cover plate support having a decorative appearance and 

having coupling means adapted to: 

(a) releasably couple said cover plate support to a 

vertical gap cover plate adapted to extend vertically from 

said other surface and provide a decorative covering over 

the first vertical gap between said first and second 

partitions; 

{b) releasably couple said cover plate support to a 

vertical gap cover plate adapted to extend vertically from 

• 
' .. 

said other surface and provide a decorative covering over a ~umJ 
vertical gap between said third partition and said first 

'-.../ partition; and 

(c) ·releasably couple said cover plate support to 

three end face cover plates providing decorative coverings 

over each of the three converging partition • 

.3f. 
~- A system for providing a decorative covering 

sr 
according to claim W, wherai,i:i gi:ie hgf saia heriaental planes 

t!Of"IV.Yge. tn se:rFtl orl;onNI Jlt:ln£.Of Cd) 
...fta& four partitions eenver~in~ taereift, each of said four 

partiti9J'.ls converging with two other of said partitions such 

that the preselected angle is 90°, 

said cover plate support comprising a rectangular 

horizontal plate means having four facets, each facet 

substantially abutting an end surf ace of one of said four 

partitions, 

one of the upper and lower surf aces of said cover 

plate support having a decorative appearance and having 

coupling means adapted to releasably couple said cover plate 

support to: 

(a) a vertical gap cover pla~e adapted to extend 

vertically from said one surface and provide a decorative 

covering over a vertical gap between two opposing end 

surfaces; 

(b) a vertical gap cover plate adapted to extend 

vertically from said one surface and provide a decorative 

covering over a vertical gap between two end surfaces 

AMENDED SHEET {ARTICLE 19) 
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oriented at 90° to one another; and 

(c) ralaiu;ably couple said cov:er ~late SU!'!'ert: t:e end 

face cover plates adapted to extend vertically from said one 

surface and provide decorative coverings over the end 

surfaces of said four converging partitions. 
-7 int;tl't ~MJ c.1A1nu 88 +o ~ 

~?' 
)'6. A portable wall partition having a frame comprising 

vertical posts and a plurality of horizontal beams arranged 

in pairs, said beams having inward faces, upwardly directed 

faces and downwardly directed faces said beam extending 

between and connected to the posts in spaced, side-by-side 

.parallel relation with said inward faces in opposition with 

.. 
• 

\...._,;' each other; and 

a plurality of modular retaining clips for securing 

components of said partition to said frame, each retaining 

clip secured between a pair of beams and having engagement 

surfaces engaging the inward faces, upwardly directed faces 

and downwardly directed faces of a pair of beams such that 

said clip is retained to permit horizontal sliding of the 

clip longitudinally along the pair of beams and to prevent 

movement of the clip vertically or horizontally transverse 

to the longitudinal; 

each retaining clip_ having at least. one securing 

means to which one of said modular components is releasably 

secured. 

wherein 

The portable wall partition according to claim 36, 

each said retaining clip comprises releasably 

connected upper and lower segments. 

Slf- . 
31f. The portable. wall partition according to claim 3 7 

wherein: 

two of said retaining clips have a panel securing 

means comprising a slot for retaining a vertical panel of 

light transmitting material between and parallel to a pair 

of beams, said panel of light transmitting material 

providing a window through the partition; 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 
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a first of the two modular retaining clips being 
secured between a first, upper pair of beams and having a 
downwardly directed slot in its lower segment for retaining 
an upper edge of the panel of light transmitting material; 
and 

a second of the two modular retaining clips being 
secured between a second, lower pair of beams and having an 
upwardly directed slot in its upper segment for retaining a 
lower edge of the panel of light transmitting material; 

the lower segment of said first retaining clip and 
the upper segment of said second retaining clip being 
interchangeable. 

The portable wall partition according to claim 37, 
wherein: 

a retaining clip is secured between an uppermost pair 
of beams of the partition proximate an upper end of the 
partition, the retaining clip having upper securing means on 
said upper segment extending upwardly of the uppermost pair 
of beams, said upper securing means adapted to snap into 
secured engagement with a horizontal top cover plate 
providing a decorative covering on top of the partition. 

rlo 
~. The portable wall partition according to claim 37, 
wherein said components comprise a plurality of cladding 
panels extending vertically and outwardly of said pairs of 
horizontal beams and forming a decorative covering of the 
partition, each of said panels being ~eleasably secured to 
the frame by panel securing means of said retaining clips. 

The portable wall partition according to claim 40, 
wherein a plurality of retaining clips are provided to 
secure said cladding panels to the frame, said retaining 
clips having at least one of: 

an upper segment having upper securing means 
extending upwardly and outwardly of a pair of beams and 
securing a lower end of a first cladding panel outwardly of 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 
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one beam of said.pair of beams, and 

a lower segment having lower securing means extending 

downwardly and outwardly of a pair of beams ·and secu~ing an 

upper end of a second cladding panel outwardly of one beam 

of said pair of beams. 

~8 

;ti. The portable wall partition according to claim 37, 

wherein each of said retaining clips has side engagement 

surfaces engaging the inward faces of a pair of beams, said 

side surfaces having a depth longitudinal to the beams such 

that a horizontal distance measured diagonally through the 

clip from one of said side surfaces to another of said side 

surfaces is sufficiently greater than a hori_zontal distance 

measured perpendicularly between the side surfaces, to 

thereby permit said side surfaces to be engaged or 

disengaged with said beams by rotating said retaining clip 

about a vertical axis therethrough, while substantially 

preventing horizontal movement of said clip except said 

horizontal sliding of said clip longitudinally along said 

beams. 

~9 
Jt'.f. The portable wall partition according to claim 42, 

wherein each said clip has upper engagement surfaces on its 

upper segment engaging said upwardly directed faces of a 

pair of beams, and lower engagement surfaces on its lower 

segment engaging said downwardly directed faces of a pair of 

beams, said upper and lower engagement surfaces b~ing 

contiguous to said side engagement surf aces and 

substantially preventing vertical movement of said clip. 
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