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CLAIMS 

 

1. A system for providing thermal comfort in a space comprising a plurality of interconnected 

zones, comprising:  

 at least one fan positioned in each zone of the space;  

 a sensor for sensing an occupancy condition in at least one of the zones; and  

 a controller adapted for controlling the fan in the at least one zone independent of 

another fan based on the sensed condition in the at least one zone including the controlled 

fan  

 wherein the at least one fan comprises an overhead fan mounted to a ceiling in a room 

including the space comprising the plurality of interconnected zones, the fan for circulating air 

within the space, and wherein the controller comprises a handheld device controlled by a 

person in the space. 

 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the sensor further comprises a sensor selected from the group 

consisting of a temperature sensor, a light sensor, a humidity sensor, a physiological sensor, 

or any combination thereof. 

 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller comprises a master controller for controlling 

each fan in the space. 

 

4. The system of claim 1, further including an individual controller for controlling at least one of 

the fans. 

 

5. The system of claim 1, further including an HVAC system for conditioning the space, said 

HVAC system controlled by the controller. 

 

6. The system of claim 1, further including a plurality of sensors, each for sensing a condition in 

at least one of the zones. 

 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein each sensor is connected to at least one fan in the zone. 

 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein each sensor is fixedly mounted within the zone other than to 

the fan. 

 

9. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the fans further includes a light, and wherein 

the controller is adapted to control the light. 
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10. The system of claim 1, further including an automated blind, and wherein the controller is 

adapted for controlling the automated blind. 

 

11. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one fan includes an auxiliary component selected from 

the group consisting of a wireless signal booster, a camera, a speaker, a sound generator, an 

air purifier, a scent generator, or any combination thereof. 

 

12. The system of claim 1, wherein the sensor is adapted for detecting the presence of a particular 

individual. 

 

13. The system of claim 1, further including a device carried by an individual and adapted for being 

detected by the sensor. 

 

14. The system of claim 1, wherein a user is allowed to control the fan in the at least one zone by 

transmitting a code to the controller. 

 

15. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is adapted to determine a control response 

based upon an average or a particular temperature set range and a thermal and/or occupancy 

condition in each individual zone. 

 

16. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is adapted to activate or shutdown a fan in any 

zone depending upon a sensed thermal and/or occupancy condition. 

 

17. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is adapted for controlling an HVAC system for 

supplying air to the space, and further including one or more automated dampers for 

automatically diverting air to occupied zones and away from unoccupied zones. 

 


