DESCRI PTI ON ABSORBENT ARTI CLE TECHNI CAL FI ELD [ 0001] The present invention
relates to absorbent articles, such as a sanitary napkin, a liner, and an
i nconti nence pad, which are pasted to undergarnment for use. BACKGROUND ART
[ 0002] Patent Docunent 1 discloses a first conventional exanple of a
sanitary napkin, which is an abfEHPERIPHON cl e. As shown in Figs. 14(a),
and (b), the sanitary napkin 100 of this first conventional exanple

i ncl udes an napkin mai n body absorbent main body, and a
cover sheet 110 detachable fﬁ%ﬁ&@pﬁ#i'%n body 101. The napkin main
body 101 includes a |iquid-perneable topsheet 102, a |iquid-inperneable
backgieeNiORL Fdpan absorber 104. The absorber 104 is disposed between

t he :[8 (zﬁeet 102 and the backsheet 103, and configured to absorb Iiquid.
Qut e (g i pheries of the topsheet 102 and the backsheet 103 are bonded to
each Toerweseyt ineentiondelatesiotaheorberieninies, soeh pew sayBarystaakin.ianlinargand 4( a)
by t%lﬁé&ﬁﬁwe‘ﬁ@éfbﬁdn@hlch%ﬁ@gébt&i tendeR2$méRbforiugepr ovi ded onto an outer
surface of the backsheet 10 A rel ease sheet 107 is bonded to outer
surfaces of the adhesive portions 106. [0003] The cover sheet 110 is

di spBACKGRQUND ARJe of the topsheet 102. The cover sheet 110 is

t enpgo@ed]l y attached to the napkin main body 101 by nmeans of a
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Secoré@ &R&vmdo@rmkh@zmhéet 183, UL el BadeAdHeicl 1 ORI bARY t DliterwuirfalBel of an
absorbent. main %’I?%ﬁ @g a cover sheet 130 detachable fromthe napkin main
in

body ﬂﬁfdheﬁ{\ée RY body 121

[0003]

The cover sheet 110 is disposed on a surface of the topsheet 102. The cover sheet 110 is
temporarily attached to the napkin main body 101 by means of a hot-melt-bonded portion
111 disposed on a portion of the topsheet 102.

[0004]

Next, brief description is given of a mounting procedure of the sanitary napkin 100. First,
the release sheet 107 is peeled off. Next, the napkin main body 101 with the cover sheet
110 attached thereto is positidned at an appropriate position of undergarment. The
positioned napkin main body 101 with the cover sheet 110 attached thereto is pressed to
the undergarment with the fingers or the palms. The napkin main body 101 with the cover
sheet 110 attached thereto is pasted to the undergarment by means of the adhesive
portions 106. Next, the cover sheet 110 is detached from the napkin main body 101 to
complete the mounting.

[0005]

Patent Document 2 discloses a second conventional example of a sanitary napkin. As
shown in Figs. 15(a) and (b), a sanitary napkin 120 according to this second conventional
example includes a napkin main body 121, which is an absorbent main body, and a cover

sheet 130 detachable from the napkin main body 121. The napkin main body 121
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includes a |iquid-permeable topsheet 122, a liquid-inpernmeabl e backsheet
123, an absorber 124 configured to absorb liquid, and a pair of w ngs 125.

The absorber .12 dj ksheet
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an outer surface of the adhesive portion 127. The pair of wngs 125 are
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to the undergarnent with the fingers or the palns. The wi ngs 125 are pasted
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case of the
first conventi onal exanpl e. However, the sanitary napkin 120 of the second
conv ﬁ.Ppé g es det aching the cover sheet 130 fromthe
napkﬁlé&%%ﬁg Q?E;e ore the folding of the wings 125. For this reason,
when user pastes the wings 125 to undergarnment, the fingers or the

pal min ttie sarétans sapkiny 00mfihe fitsd convandionakmxamplecthesisrasions 2 thereayst di ngl y,
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cl ea
direction, respectively. This prevents the user from visually observing the contour of the

napkin main body 101 during the positioning of the napkin main body 101 with respect to
undergarment. For this reason, it is difficult to position the napkin main body 101 at an

appropriate position of the undergarment.
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In this respect, an object of the present invention is to provide an
absorbent article which enables an absorbent main body to be easily
positioned at an appropriate position of undergarnent, and which al so
enabl es a topsheet to be kept clean during the nounting process. [0012] To
achi é0@1Qlhe above object, the invention according to claim31, an absorbent
arti (Nl@nwmlleum the samtariysmpmmzm@ﬁthe sedynd omrmedtiammIeexastpleqfthadimensions
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arti cleamaccording to claim11, the cover sheet covers entirely the contact
surface of the topsheet at which the top sheet and the excretion portion of
t he \r,tﬁ@{ r are to be in contact with each other. 3 [0015] According to

cl ai in the absorbent article according to claiml1, an edge of the
covern #hie &spiest, Emeohjestfif theipiesentinveiarois te srovdelas apsetveshadiglgevicht he

aﬁSO[efh@Btesfmi abdopieynti rﬁamh@dt:@@getsa@nhpbsmbm@:m mapmﬁnate esiiforoéf t he cover
snee I‘ t n
cy UBrdaatt A b Bl Eh BRI APl bR i Burdeng MOURER. TELT

artl (ﬂr@C%écor ding to claim 1 t he cover sheet |s bonded to the topsheet at
a bondi ng position at which the topsheet and the backsheet are bonded to
each annng peri pheral edge positions of the absorbent mai n body.
[001 ord o claim6 in the absorbent rt| cco[)ghtna%to claim1i,

e e iedon HEoE GEIRChRUNETGD JRRPIATY edaim 1. dn 4556t cle

including an absorbent main body formed at least of a llqmd permeable topsheet
configured to come into contact with a skin of a wearer and a liquid-impermeable
backsheet configured to come into contact with clothing, the absorbent article includes: a
cover sheet covering the topsheet, wherein the cover sheet is in contact with a contact
surface of the topsheet at which the topsheet and an excretion portion of the wearer are to
be in contact with each other, and both ends of the cover sheet in a longitudinal direction at
least partially coincide with or recede from both ends of the absorbent main body in the
“longitudinal direction, and both ends of the cover sheet in a width direction at least partially
coincide with or recede from both ends of the absorbent main body in the width direction.

[0013]

According to claim 2, in the absorbent article according to claim 1, the absorbent main body
includes a pair of wings projecting in width directions from the absorbent main body in a
state of being unpacked from a packed state, and in the packed state, the pair of wings are
folded back on the cover sheet.

[0014]
According to claim 3, in the absorbent article according to claim 1, the cover sheet covers
entirely the contact surface of the topsheet at which the top sheet and the excretion portion

of the wearer are to be in contact with each other.
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[0018] According to claim7, in the absorbent article according to any one
of claine 1 to 6 the cover sheet has at |east one of |iquid-perneability
and hydrophilicity. [0019] According to claim7, in the absorbent article
accord('g to any one of clains Ito 6, the cover sheet has

wat etd integrability. [0020] According to the present invention, an

absorwentdimptanclbioaly, inthe absedent grtistesaacootieg taclatm 1appedpe ohthe gavsirt i on of

Fgggr ééngﬁEF&e I u?i&ﬁa_ﬂﬂ’n?&%@h T&ﬁ%ggi% V\\)'ﬁﬁlpén %Hjﬁé‘@f f{iérétifég)rﬁé?ﬂ gﬂ&m rbb'ungg? nfse?ces&
oA TRy BgRD Alsberirs Rouianee! aansdsthidestot BEECBs Witw of a

sani targdgeapfkhe abpeibgnt mpirFbedy ip tbawigthtdirection.st enbodi ment of the present
invention and is a plan view of the sanitary napkin. [Fig. 3] Fig. 3 shows
t he f‘i’(; enbodi ment of the present invention, and is a cross-sectional
vi ewl n along the line A-A of Fi (r:; 2. GH_Fi g) 4] Fig. 4 shows the first
embodiceerdingfo ¢laim pr indbatabsarbent pdicle 2000rding & plain Jetis caversBagtdhowi ng a
remng g%!oﬂaﬁgwmf o pShedthe atStﬂmdﬁrﬂj ?meﬂwdhibﬁltrib topbh&éttandithe teikslidu drér st )

I 0 e.present | nventi|on . ow ng the
mountPAECH I eadl SuRr A E0Me kR E e RS s pri SBSEbeEEoR O S on

enbodi nent of the present invention, and is a plan view of a sanitary
napki[@jm-,{]Fi g. 7] Fig. 7 shows the second enbodi nent of the present

' nve%c'cgpdinf ﬂ)dcliaﬁn 8 in the absorbent article according to claim 1, the cover sheet contains
a heat-weldable fiber.

[0018]
According to claim 7, in the absorbent article according to any one of claims 1 to 6, the
cover sheet has at least one of liquid-permeability and hydrophilicity.

[0019]
According to claim 7, in the absorbent article according to any one of claims 1 to 6, the
cover sheet has water-disintegrability.

[0020]

According to the present invention, an absorbent main body can be easily positioned at an
appropriate position of undergarment, and a topsheet can be kept clean during the
mounting process.

[0021]

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 shows a first embodiment of the present invention and is an overall
perspective view of a sanitary napkin.

[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 shows the first embodiment of the present invention and is a plan view of the
sanitary napkin.

[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 shows the first embodiment of the present invention, and is a cross-sectional
view taken along the line A-A of Fig. 2.

[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 shows the first embodiment of the present invention, and is a perspective
view showing a mounting process of the sanitary napkin.

[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 shows the first embodiment of the present invention, and is a perspective
view showing the mounting process of the sanitary napkin.

[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 shows a second embodiment of the present invention, and is a plan view of a
sanitary napkin.

[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 shows the second embodiment of the present invention, and is a
4



4 cross-sectional view taken along the line B-B of Fig. 6. [Fig. 8 Fig. 8
shows a third enbodi nent of the present invention, and is a plan view of a

sani éé-mbaﬁl;viéﬁk&e&éloﬁ%%e thesbayer tigesthird embodi ment of the present
i nventiop, _an S a cross-sectional viewtaken al. t i C-C.of Fig.
" CRrig BhR. Eegona s RS BETPABERLa! (e BtReRs fvenion Had s BRI vVEN(RIR | on”
and isandanylreapkin. ew of a sanitary napkin. [Fig. 11] Fig. 11 shows the fourth

g{fgggiigﬁgf lfigl;] 9 EFEF}&NQH?@% énﬁw&mbﬁg@f t%?réa‘ég@ir{f%ﬁﬁ% Spalis 8 r&ﬁsr?vgﬁgogakent
, . . : shows a fi enbodi nen
of t @V‘bfaé@a Oq%@gﬂpﬁo(#ﬁ% gﬁlg'gi é a plan view of a sanitary napkin. [Fig.
13] EFig. 1aBFighthshaewe affofintih esnblodithendrof thef prasenpingertian, BRY éna ipprrﬂ vigwefi s a
cr OS%—%}Pﬁ@kiﬂi ew taken along the line E-E of Fig. 12. [Fig. 14] Fig.
er
dIF

l4(a). .l s ective view of a sani napki 1. of i.rst..conventi onal
exan‘_iﬁ g, 13Hd fﬁs PR efolifty %p%%@mggtﬁtéﬁg?gﬁnéwﬁegﬁ%ﬁ ARGRE the |ine F-F
of Ficgpsstegalipnall iy takes] alohg the Biealp-0 of BigpdPspect i ve view of a sanitary
napkimgof 2pFi§ D 80w B YRRt rAbGdimexasithe présesht Fingntidh,(dnd s lan view of a
cr Oss'ﬁfgt' o?)%l view taken along the line GG of Fig. 15(a). BEST MODES FOR
CARRYPRIE'OUFPHIE | NVENTI ON [ 0022] Herei naf ter, enbodi ments of the present
i nvefftigoh3lFipl 1deheiss the fifftemhodiners g8 the preseneingertignngad [0823]

cross-sectional view taken along the line E-E of Fig. 12.

[Fig. 14] Fig. 14(a) is a perspective view of a sanitary napkin of a first conventional example,

and Fig. 14(b) is a cross-sectional view taken along the line F-F of Fig. 14(a).

[Fig. 15] Fig. 15(a) is a perspective view of a sanitary napkin of a second conventional

example, and Fig. 15(b) is a cross-sectional view taken along the line G-G of Fig. 15(a).

BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0022]

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be described on the basis of the
drawings.

[0023]

(First Embodiment)

Figs. 1 to 5 show a first embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 1 is an overall
perspective view of a sanitary napkin. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the sanitary napkin. Fig. 3
is a cross-sectional view taken along the line A-A of Fig. 2. Each of Figs.4and S5isa
perspective view showing a mounting process of the sanitary napkin.

[0024]

As shown in Figs. 1 to 3, a sanitary napkin 1A, which is an absorbent article, includes a
napkin main body 2, which is an absorbent main body, and a cover sheet 20A provided to
the napkin main body 2.

[0025]

The napkin main body 2 includes a topsheet 3, a backsheet 4, an absorber 5, a pair of
side-sheets 6, and a pair of wings 7. The topsheet 3 is liquid-permeable and is configured
to come into contact with the skin of a wearer. The backsheet 4 is liquid-impermeable and
is configured to come into contact with undergarment, which are clothing. The absorber 5
is disposed between the topsheet 3 and the backsheet 4 and is configured to absorb liquid.
The pair of side-sheets 6 are liquid-impermeable and are disposed outside outer
peripheries of the topsheet 3 along the longitudinal direction. The pair of wings 7 project

in width directions from outer peripheries of the pair of side-sheets 6 and of the backsheet
5



(First Enbodinent) Figs. Ito 5 show a first enbodi nent of the present
invention. Fig. 1 is an overall perspective view of a sanitary napkin. Fig.
2 1is I~ W O ptary napkin. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view
takerf%lﬁhﬁgwﬂ?gmtl&gn@g%@g&ﬁ g. 2. Each of Figs. 4 and 5 is a perspective
vi ew showi ng a nounting process of the sanitary napkin. [0024] As shown in
Fi gs.[0d26]o 3, a sanitary napkin 1A, which is an absorbent article, includes
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por t iprsedie sirdch9 iahopdbe s vgtepasifacsswsfihaadhedind poribhs 8dhesi ve. The pair
of side-sheets 6 and the backsheet 4 are bonded together by using an
adhesi ve paste such as a hot nelt adhesive over substantially the entire
regi dA0F] out er peripheries including outer peripheries along the
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surf & of the adhesive portions 8 [0027] The absorber 5 includes a
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The cover sheet 20A is formed of a material containing a heat-weldable fiber. The cover

sheet 20A is disposed directly on a contact surface on which the skin of a wearer comes

into contact with the topsheet 3. The pair of wings 7 are disposed on the cover sheet 20A
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[ 0029] The cover sheet 20A is forned of a material containing a
heat - wel dabl e fi ber. The cover sheet 20A is disposed directly on a contact
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skin of the wearer comes into contact with the topsheet 3. Accordingly, the user can
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The cover sheet 20A contains a heat-wel dable fiber. Mreover, as described
above the cover sheet 20A is stacked on the cont act surface on Whl ch the
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Accordingly, no damage due to the temporary attachment is inflicted on the topsheet 3, and
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[ 0044] Specifically, as shown in Figs. 6 and 7, the cover sheet 20B has a
cont our size which is substantially equal to that of the napkin main body
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accoM@ehe TN 08%@8 described first enbodi ment, the sanitary napkin 1C

has a cover sheet 200 which has a different structure and a different

t enmpegygrl Y attachi ng mechani smthereof. [0049] Specifically, as shown in

heet 20C has t
subsfrgﬁtslaé\"q?&)' éﬂ %X‘% S‘? %gF O%Wcifgﬁapks@ﬁ]%art ghﬂ%ﬁ‘é"@?iﬁ@ ﬂé‘d;[dn%ac&ar r of
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present invention can of course be applied to sanitary napkins having no wings.

[0041]

Note that, as in the case of this embodiment, when the sanitary napkin 1A having the wings
7 is produced, the topsheet 3 and the side-sheets 6 constituting the wings 7 are integrated,
and then the topsheet 3, the wings 7, and the backsheet 4 are joined together by using a
paste or a adhesive. Next, the cover sheet 20A is stacked on the contact surface on
which the skin of the wearer comes into contact with the napkin main body 2 and then the
topsheet 3 and the backsheet 4 are sealed. Preferably, after the sealing, cutting into a
shape of a product is performed, and then the wings 7 are folded back to be on the top
surface of the cover sheet 20A stacked on the contact surface on which the skin of the
wearer comes into contact with the napkin main body 2.

[0042]

(Second Embodiment)

Figs. 6 and 7 show a second embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 6 is a plan view of
a sanitary napkin, and Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line B-B of Fig. 6.

[0043]

When a sanitary napkin 1B according to this second embodiment is compared with the
sanitary-napkin 1A according to the above-described first embodiment, the sanitary napkin
1B has a cover sheet 20B which has a different structure and a different temporarily -
attaching mechanism thereof.

[0044]

Specifically, as shown in Figs. 6 and 7, the cover sheet 20B has a contour size which is
10



[ 0050] Ot her conponents are the sanme as those in the first enbodi nent, and
gence description thereof is omtted. In the draw ngs, sane reference signs
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sani t@ﬁ%}s]napki n | A according to the above-described first enbodi nent, the
sani t napkin 1D is different only in the tenporarily attaching nmechani sm
of aAncesting trethe seobnd potBdjmapletiierérdiag rggionef brmantach swifaee (thetehsieet, t he

covers ghegle S8 shasts 6 enS@ith BREKAVST theZRearsr ddhaés Pito tdreatiopghiringpkims in
t he case  of tZPe fi rgt enbodi ment. The entire peripheral edge of the cover
¥ % @Rt Kery s

sheetM355o¢ ¥ &F Atached to the topsheet 3 by neans of the
heat - wel di ng portions 11, as well as and heat-wel ding portions 11 c. [0055]

[0047]

(Third Embodiment)

Figs. 8 and 9 show a third embodiment of the present invention. = Fig. 8 is a plan view of a
sanitary napkin, and Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line C-C of Fig. 8.

[0048]

When a sanitary napkin 1C according to this third embodiment is compared with the
sanitary napkin 1A according to the above-described first embodiment, the sanitary napkin
1C has a cover sheet 20C which has a different structure and a different temporarily
attaching mechanism thereof.

[0049]

Specifically, as shown in Figs. 8 and 9, the cover sheet 20C has a contour size which is
substantially equal to that of the napkin main body 2 excluding the pair of wings 7. In
addition, the cover sheet 20C is temporarily attached at the front and rear positions, at four
corner positions on both sides, and at peripheral edge positions of the wings 7 among the
peripheral edge positions of the napkin main body 2, by means of the heat-welding portions
11, the heat-welding portions 11a, and heat-welding portions 11b.

[0050]

Other components are the_ same as those in the first embodiment, and hence description
thereof is omitted. In the drawings, same reference signs denote same components for
clarification. ‘

[0051]

According to the third embodiment, the entire region of the contact surface (the topsheet 3
and the side-sheets 6) on which the skin of the wearer comes into contact with the napkin
main body 2 can be kept clean. Moreover, the productivity is excellent because, in the

sealing step during the manufacturing, the cover sheet 20C is temporarily attached to the
11



QG her conponents are the same as those in the first enbodi ment, and hence
description thereof is omtted. In the draw ngs, sane reference signs
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Fi gs bod@ 2anMdr8owdrpthicawihgé Vcamntbokiepteigarof t he present invention. Fig. 12
is a plan view of a sanitary napkin, and Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional view
takerfqﬁasl@gng the line E-E of Fig. 12. [0058] Wen a sanitary napkin | E

acco to this fifth enbodinent is conpared with the sanitary napkin 1B
accg!(lékburm Embodenafitpve- descri bed second enbodi nent, the sanitary napkin | E
i s digtfer ni risgt iafy a
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cover! ReBtaN NI BAG ok 4 ¢t ReolheLVedakth g Ind TEP GiFigne
napkilf. mai n body 2 excluding the pair of wings 7. In addition, 12 the
cover sheet 20E is tenporarily attached at the front and rear positions and
at a:@)é&) teral positions on the both sides anong peripheral edge positions
of t pkin main body 2 by neans of the heat-welding portions 11, 1lc.
The Néeen ashditary napkin U atdording thdhisrfouth pawiodineentiis campatistwithihe pi eces at

two Rasitdry pRBkin? M ab&dingRE ithe BBbVE-BEEMbAdIfFsthbd@MeAE,ahé bunigdry aebrih at a
front, _cen &I ROSIthtn. [3 0604. . .
1D'is different only inthe temporarily attaching mechanism of a cover sheet 20D.

[0054]

Specifically, as shown in Figs. 10 and 11, the cover sheet 20D has the same contour size

as that of the topsheet 3, as in the case of the first embodiment. The entire peripheral - -~ -
edge of the cover sheet 20D is temporarily attached to the topsheet 3 by means of the
heat-welding portions 11, as well as and heat-welding portions 11c.

[0055] _

Other components are the same as those in the first embodiment, and hence description
thereof is omitted. In the drawings, same reference signs denote same components for
clarification.

[0056]
According to the fourth embodiment, unless the cover sheet 20D is peeled off, the
cleanness of the topsheet 3 can be secured almost completely.

[0057]

(Fifth Embodiment)

Figs. 12 and 13 show a fifth embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 12 is a plan view of
a sanitary napkin, and Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line E-E of Fig. 12.

[0058]

When a sanitary napkin 1E according to this fifth embodiment is compared with the
sanitary napkin 1B according to the above-described second embodiment, the sanitary
napkin 1E is different only in the temporarily attaching mechanism/structure of a cover
sheet 20E.

[0059]
Specifically, as shown in Figs. 12 and 13, the cover sheet 20E has substantially the same

contour size as that of the napkin main body 2 excluding the pair of wings 7. In addition,
12



O her conponents are the sane as those in the first enbodi nent, and hence
descri ption thereof is omtted. In the drawi ngs, sane reference signs
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W t h[008d]t opsheet 3. It is only necessary that the both ends of the cover

Shee?—\cH; r?getol tﬂagﬂﬁ%tﬁﬁhm@hf f5d bﬁﬂe%téd?shhﬁcé"b%@ tehSRet Bhdthel east

partia Cld mai n

oy Sie-s ke S rW%ﬁefﬁ%ﬁ%'Pl5‘|9§”fsotcr?é‘t?r£é{¥'@raﬁ8£}?p§5b the
cont ein obdy lmmiﬂploomtauhsurf@miy Motcovey ghnce the semporiplyeattashingnpertiomisibove

';ng‘lenﬁgl d &hﬁ@?ronﬁﬁ@&ﬁ&# Beihg COR/E?SH\@e%r%E gRfifPSInbY dipRs it hia@ At 4t ahgdye N

riat | t| ce the
e et Dt 2B R0 bbbl ot Sopt LRl e Eller sHBLEREEan 214
cl eabemeeiaaieofhbumnqhgwgothemg@rqfdeseqve(rrebaeifz(b%at hedrastt positien vatelbe and the
Ilkem yhan Nt G ahe Heaehel R pbRICROH &fitRe 4606 Steset ROBiatthe tdie pos mbg -
wei
and iR lvw@ﬂeobﬁaﬁ‘ﬁéﬁ%ﬁet@%ﬁi&@é‘”ﬁ%@ e feM Rt e b def o % han
20 ghasitios ot kamdwidegh ped by the cover sheets 20A to 20E may seep out of
the cover sheets 20A to 20E, and soil the hand of the wearer at the w ping

of t dy. If the basis weight exceeds 120 g/ n2, the cover sheet is too
har d use in W pi n% t he body. Moreover, besides the basis weight, the
bendn('ﬁ@“@rl@éqfﬁ%frﬁ@’ei§ egldt er mi ned by the cantilever nethod is preferably
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used contagt With thtopshaet 3.hdt isopsy secessanetieh thsf bethends wé the pevarsheehint o 20E

may B ﬁ)npltudﬂ'haladﬁec'tlan SHE N heCRRE dirb@finsatWeas ipartadlly Loirdidewith ompscedes

suff i C' v thR enél. of the napkin main body 2, respectively. With such contour
dimenSIons, the wearer can see the contour of the napkin main body 2 through a visual
observation from above the cover sheet. Accordingly, the wearer can easily position the
napkin main body 2 at an appropriate position of undergarment. Moreover, since the
topsheet 3 is covered with the cover sheet, the topsheet 3 can be kept clean in the
mounting process.

[0063]

(Modifications of cover sheet and the like)

When the cover sheets 20A to 20E are used for wiping, the basis weight of each of the
cover sheets 20A to 20E is preferably 20 to 120 g/m?, and further more preferably 30 to 80
g/m?.  If the basis weight is less than 20 g/m?, substances wiped by the cover sheets 20A
to 20E may seep out of the cover sheets 20A to 20E, and soil the hand of the wearer at the
wiping of the body. If the basis weight exceeds 120 g/m?, the cover sheet is too hard for

use in wiping the body. Moreover, besides the basis weight, the bending resistance
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Each of the cover sheets 20A to 20E may be forned of a |iquid-perneable
material. Each of the |iquid-perneable cover sheets 20A to 20E are forned,
for gx | ubj ' r ' ' il t ment.
w i nIERERY s BY RSP Bt R RiRRIIP 100 A or e, RO orErckagt TEC
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t he poontEndghemipiagpeferhame kshescloweredheet 20A by mi stake. [0066] Each of
the cover sheets 20A to 20E nay be formed of a water-disintegrable
material. Specifically, the water-disintegrable material is one obtai ned by
subst®®dlal Iy uniforny bl ending 70% of pul p, 25% of rayon of 1.1 dtex with
a fi Nete trengwhemtadh oftheasntebshadts Z6Ade20&fis ho¥intkreledop thie wsedi foewipiemgt h of

3 1 : j r instowei ght
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var i thesweategcoatiscts e mexatipg eithast periing die cowtiadest bygnista&e. t hose whi ch
have both |iquid-perneability and hydrophilicity are used. The use of such
shee@@esgpr oves the w ping performance of the cover sheets 20A to 20E in
t he f wping. Alternatively, as the cover sheets 20A to 20E, those
whi cEashwé theoeovarishiapis- 20 teedlfi may\beadieamagd oé o watsi-Aiskgegable Matesiat used.
ghe %@tcm?:al%'@rhb faeeidsierges nidierig oy ene shediesd Bﬁ)éubsbaﬂ%ytumifbﬂrnlylhus hed
own 0 8 r Folg opi
conv el g%&%@jn?%r{%#ifaeéﬁ OJQQL%@?%%E%% '%ﬁgt%fe'ﬁéﬁggﬁk’?% Fo the
coverlegaelald . Ddiex Withha fibepengty el 3 M with gacp siiker. 8R \é'l%‘ fOFRINGA 5BeCtmy be
passeserefromugiThe Hastpiwveightisid giminbnd theathiakness an@b mmt erfihal usesofdnesol ved.
A te(t\&%r‘-q{igilni' grQbIB%ét@Hél%l%Ws%e ﬁa%rféhlele?ng%A {26 td BefidsRapddwh B tfdich a
functiona magi erial 1S dissolved s included In a package of a product of
t he SBAINGAFY PRAPUEHCANWENHNCEs sol d separately therefrom The wearer can

provi de the cover sheets 20A to 20E with desired functionalities by
spr amq?%t he liquid agent in which the functional material is dissolved

ot r ogeh St shoph ot ma BEREE " sbenthrac B DR i ¢ ccti on
at t lspetifioexamplesis & spitnladennpn-woper fabirigsioptainipg RicHeshin 6eMpogRek HeEause of

the fakbigw AnkiBAPASlferabes of uawhhted bactdrieatife ekorgeh porticst ofehgiwedrsr. | ess
than 0.2 N125 mm the cover sheets 20A to 20E are elongated in the

conveyance direction in the manufacturing at the tinme of the manufacturing
and ying. If the cover sheets 20A to 20E are tenporarily attached
whi | €deaigithe towiraihedts 20/45to 285 nmay ekinmed df mesheet gienaderdtawvirg act s on t he

CoveleBhaRtiRg LAtBify2OFnishth fiEDeR theforhfiBAGodbY, attached cover sheets
tl\/(ljore pre ergbly,ee c%neof? e %over ) e%gsezbjﬁ ?o' 20E is provided with two or more
functionalities by combining the above-described various materials. For example, as the
cover sheets 20A to 20E, those which have both liquid-permeability and hydrophilicity are
used. The use of such sheets improves the wiping performance of the cover sheets 20A
to 20E in the use of wiping. Alternatively, as the cover sheets 20A to 20E, those which
have both liquid-permeability and water-disintegrability are used. The use of such sheets
enables the cover sheets 20A to 20E to be flushed down a toilet after the use for wiping,

providing an extremely high convenience.

[0070]
A moisture retentive material may be applied to the cover sheets 20A to 20E. Moreover,
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[0072] Each of the cover sheets 20A to 20E may be tenporarily attached to
the napkin main body 2 while being folded one or nore tines. Wen each of
t he gover t e f : i i, RsioRal S
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present invention is applicable include those of a type in which a topsheet
and a backsheet are provided but no absorber is provided between the
tops[@?tﬂand t he backsheet, those of a type in which a topsheet, an
absormher5% afshgatibaskehgtbt ofavaeh mf tha cmar shadtst2A to 2GE i HoFaNeyamceany cases,
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cutti babRekA® VIS §ieets and the cutting into the absorbent main
bodi é@;jcanbgg performed in a single cutting step. [0075] (O hers) Each of

the sanitary napkins 1A to IEis preferably provided with a notice
prohi@7*d]ng the use thereof with each of the cover sheets 20A to 20E

at t aghed drehd Beverapker 204 fo ROEN R bdeneeasilyidttabhed eothernaplkretrir?bédy o 20E

are de, of .a |iquid-per I t e ' r te to the
si de d‘f’h'{%%e'ﬂglfﬁﬁ%d ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁrg%%?/ t@\ﬁpﬁgh‘% ﬁ%éﬁggilggdééﬁé}eﬁ&é%gaﬁgs , and the
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even AMaeriifidg dirhlovensheetb QAR t8 20§ arewohednient.h the cover sheets 20A to
20E remai ning thereon. [0076] Note that the entire contents of Japanese
Pat ent plication No. 2008-016469 (filed on January 28, 2008) are
i ncolYordt ed herein by reference. [0077] | NDUSTRI AL APPLI CABI LI TY

(Absorbent Article other than Sanitary Napkin)

The above-described embodiments have shown the cases where the present invention is
applied to the sanitary napkins 1A to 1E, which are absorbent articles. However, the
present invention is applicable to so-called liners, incontinence aids (also referred to as
incontinence pads) and the like. Examples of the liners, and incontinence pads to which
the present invention is applicable include those of a type in which a topsheet and a
backsheet are provided but no absorber is provided between the topsheet and the
backsheet, those of a type in which a topsheet, an absorber, and a backsheet are provided,
and the like.

0074]

En many cases, the conveyance direction in the manufacturing of the sanitary napkins 1A to
1E is a longitudinal direction of the products. However, unlike the conveyance direction in
the manufacturing of the sanitary napkins 1A to 1E, the conveyance direction in the
manufacturing of liners is the width direction of the products in many cases. Accordingly,
in the cases of liners, an edge of each cover sheet in the longitudinal direction can be
easily trued up with an edge of each napkin main body, which is an absorbent main body,
in the longitudinal direction. ~ Specifically, the cutting into the cover sheets and the cutting
into the absorbent main bodies can be performed in a single cutting step.
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As has been descri bed above, the absorbent article according to the present .
i nvention enabl es the absorbent main body to be easily positioned at an

appr ﬁdﬁj“ﬁte position of undergarnent, and enabl es the topsheet to be kept

cl ea uring the nmounting process. Accordingly, the absorbent article is
usef (PtHES®) 1'i ners, incontinence aids, diapers, and sanitary napkins.
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| ongi tudi nal direction, and both ends of the cover sheet in a width
direction at |least partially coincide wwth or recede fromboth ends of the
absot¥ R nai n body in the width direction. [2] The absorbent article
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in a sta bei'ng unpa rom a packed state, and in the packed state,
the pair of wings are fol ded back on the cover sheet. [3] The absorbent
arti 0@ 7according to claim11, wherein the cover sheet covers entirely the
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[ 51The absorbent article according to claim11, wherein the cover sheet is
bonded to the topsheet at a bonding position at which the topsheet and the
backsheet are bonded to each other, anong peripheral edge positions of the
absorbent main body. [6] The absorbent article according to claiml,
wherein the cover sheet contains aChBHESwel dabl e fiber. [ 7] The absor bent
article according to claim1, wherein the cover sheet has at |east one of

L'ng:[gl ﬁer Fﬁ sHﬁéﬁiQﬂ\%é’%gfu@ﬂﬁ]éﬁ ﬁbéc}fbent{]rﬁl\inqgﬁ BRAEPSNeadf di£! €
liquidgpen%e%b% trgpsheet c%rnﬁbl?red gcgom\{aelrrwtoscoen?at\ctvﬁ %&iﬁrdfglv%aﬂteregag %' ity
liquid-impermeable backsheet configured to come into contact with clothing, the absorbent
article comprising:

a cover sheet covering the topsheet, wherein

the cover sheet is in contact with a contact surface of the topsheet at which the
topsheet and an excretion portion of the wearer are to be in contact with each other, and

both ends of the cover sheet in a longitudinal direction at least partially coincide
with or recede from both ends of the absorbent main body in the longitudinal direction, and

both ends of the cover sheet in a width direction at least partially coincide with or

recede from both ends of the absorbent main body in the width direction.

[2] The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein

the absorbent main body includes a pair of wings projecting in width directions from
the absorbent main body in a state of being unpacked from a packed state, and

in the packed state, the pair of wings are folded back on the cover sheet.

[3] The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein the cover sheet covers entirely
the contact surface of the topsheet at which the top sheet and the excretion portion of the
wearer are to be in contact with each other.

[4] The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein

an edge of the cover sheet in the longitudinal direction coincides with an edge of
the absorbent main body in the longitudinal direction, and

an edge of the cover sheet in the width direction coincides with an edge of the
absorbent main body in the width direction.

[5] The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein the cover sheet is bonded to
the topsheet at a bonding position at which the topsheet and the backsheet are bonded to

each other, among peripheral edge positions of the absorbent main body.

[6] The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein the cover sheet contains a
heat-weldable fiber.

(71 The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein the cover sheet has at least
- one of liquid-permeability and hydrophilicity.

[8] The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein the cover sheet has
water-disintegrability.
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