2005/0040075 A1 I} 1010 00 0 010 O 0

A network systemis provided

that allows relationships

bet ween users of the systemto be determ ned,
mai nt ai ned or created. The system may access
(12 DYTMBUATIONAG SRPALIOATIQNS BV JSHEDIUNBX B WHE ATRNT ZOOBBRATION EREATY (PCT)

user's el ectroni c address book,

d &) &Yonid TatelidefvahPropdntyr

cont actOrganization
International Burcau

(43) International Publication Date
13 January 2005 (13.01.2005)

and fromthis
as a

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2005/004005 Al

GO6F 17/30

(51) International Patent Classification’:

(21) International Application Number:
PCT/NZ2004/000145

(22) International Filing Date: 7 July 2004 (07.07.2004)

(25) Filing Language: English

(26) Publication Language: English
(30) Priority Data:

526910 7 July 2003 (07.07.2003) NZ

(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): SIM-
WORKS INTERNATIONAL LIMITED [NZ/NZ]; 72
Hunua Road Papakura, 1703 Auckland (NZ).

(72) Inventors; and

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): DAVIDSON,
Aaron, Lee [NZ/NZ]; 8D/8 Scotia Place, 1001 Auckland
(NZ). AMER, Gregory, Paul [NZ/NZ]; 28 Pateke Drive
Takanini, 1702 Auckland (NZ). ROBERTS, Brendon
[NZ/NZ]; 68 St Annes Manurewa, 1702 Auckland (NZ).

(74) Agent: BALDWINS; PO Box 5999, Wellesley Street,
1001 Auckland (NZ).

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,
AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN,
CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI,
GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE,
KG, KP, KR, KZ, L.C, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD,
MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG,
PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, TJ, TM,
TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM,
ZW.
(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM,
ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI,
FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PL, PT, RO, SE, SI,
SK, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ,
GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:
—  with international search report

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.

(54) Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DETERMINING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN USERS OF A NETWORK SYSTEM

rked systems In the same natlonal area or other form of g

Network
interconnection
point

Physical
stares

3
E\

NAD

internet or other’
cemmunications
nefwork

NAD = Natwaork Aceess Devide

g

Home computer or
other network.

connscted device

Internationat
gatewsy

User = humans, machines, campanles etc
‘SDMS = Subscriber Data Management System

(57) Abstract: A network system is provided that allows relationships between users of the system to be determined, maintained or
created. The system may access connection data of users, for example by accessing a user’s electronic address book, and from this

determine which other users have a selected user as a contact.



