Abst r act DRI LLI NG -FLUI D A wat er based

~drilling fluid conprises: (a) ansaqueous nedi um (b) a
pol yal kyl ene gl ycol of general formla: Rlerr] [err]
CHerr] - CH- O [err]n H R wherein R
is Hor CH3, Rlerr] is Hor an alkyl group containing 1 to 4 carbhggz@hons,
and n is a nunber in the range 4 to 200, and (c) a potassiumsalt.

In the case of tetra- and hi gher nol ecul ar wei ght pol yal kyl ene gl ycol s,
there is a synergistic clay-stablising effect between these conpounds and

t he potassium salt.

Abstract
DRILLING FLUID

A water based drilling fluid comprises:
(a) an aqueous medium,
.(b) a polyalkylene glycol of general formula:
Rl-GCI{z—?H-O‘)'nH
R

wherein R is H or CH3, Rl is H or an alkyl group containing 1 to 4

carbon atoms, and n is a number in the range 4 to 200
(c) a potassium salt.
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In the case of tetra- and higher molecular weight polyalkylene

glycols, there is a synergistic clay-stablising effect between these

compounds and the potassium salt.
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