rdee3e<Y<W (Z6T9?# 1 AN | CE BREAKI NG NET Field of the Invention The
invention relates to a systemof facilitating the introducti [ ers
in a social environment. Background of the Invention It is g@ﬂﬂﬂw,@lm[mﬂ@m
accepted that the medi an age of the popul ation of many count ng
particularly in first world countries. Anecdotally, statistics stgg¥st al so
t hat personal 1o rel ationships such as nhrriage tend not to - as
in the past. Further still, in the pursuit of fulfilling car”mm'mﬂ@BBMMF
tend to marry later whilst concaN IGE BREAKIN{eN&TOpi ng their car

earlier in life. These three issues tend to increase the nunber "&%%dul ts
living al one or outside of 15 personal relationships. Wiether this is

t hrough t hepPyeAKPINQEntfoll Sting relationships or through others not finding
the tinme for tormng | ati onship, this accounts for an increasing

propor ti on Te inhentipopeibes toomsystaadpHfacHitemgahainkipdudtivnalBeangens & dsoghager
years particularly at college or university, the 20 formation of

rel ati oﬁshi%‘rﬁﬁtﬂ%‘?}' appear easier than later in life. However, with an

i ncreasing proportion of single adults living alone it is a concern that as

time progresses the ease with which adults neet others becones nore
chal | engi ngBackgrousd gétherlavdnyioaccept ed that within the nodern urban

i t th f 25, f ingle adults.to int t i al |
c0 ns o crlsininmaly et ShRife wedion Bt StPLofalitin hmin Gunires it Snng
bars whi ch mkgcllarR iGErkweied Edi@iriONGiEdoial ,@tratiama%a%gdagals&tﬂaﬂbéris&ﬁaﬁ soci al
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interaction between mature single adults. Further, it is in fact

enor moul) y relatiershingl sugle as marriagp tavdatet to lestraa heperasfin thet prast. purthos etdll, oif the
social inte . J on| rginally |ess for e person. .being

appr oac hed.l{%ﬁ{s&i}g&ff@% ?Pé%{efg%ﬁg%lﬁﬁed@&"f‘bﬁ“yéﬁte hﬂﬁt ‘&AHFW?@HP%PQ concerns as
to the nat Lde@el@ﬁinl‘ghﬁeiﬁ&afrad?gezirliélpimﬁa.chi ng them It is therefore an object

of the present Invention to alleviate the problens of the prior art by
assisting in reducing the stress of both the approaches and the approachee.

Summary of e Bsues tend to increase the number of adults living alone or outside of

15 personal relationships. Whether this is through the breakup of existing relationships or
through others not finding the time for forming a relationship, this accounts for an

increasing proportion of the population,

Again, anecdotally, in a person’s younger years particularly at college or university, the
20  formation of relationships would appear easier than later in life. However, with an
increasing proportion of single adults living alone it is a concern that as time progresses

the ease with which adults meet others becomes more challenging.

It is generally accepted that within the modern urban environment there are few places
25  for single adults to interact socially so as to create new relationships. These places tend
to lie in cafes and bars which are typically neither conducive nor appealing to initiate
social interaction between mature single adults. Further, it is in fact an enormously
stressful act to approach a stranger for the purposes of a social interaction and only
marginally less for the person being approached. This is further compounded for

30  women with safety concerns as to the nature of the stranger approaching them.



5 Thérefore, in a first aspect, the present invention provides a system
adapted to facilitate the initiation of social interaction between
operators of said systemconprising a plurality of comuni cation devices in
mut ual communi cation with each other, each device |ocated at a

conmmuni cation station, said stations arranged so as to permt visual

cont act between operators of the devices at said stations, wherein in
visual selection of a 1o second operator |ocated at a second conmuni cati on
station a fikSler&fdey & 65jedt bif tHeagdreentignémivh tviallévistailsk rebleAd odfiey midrartby
comuni cati on through said device. Electronic comrunjcation, such as emil,
has been sbygeusta ingednsinggha siress ofbothiihe spronchenalid\ihe sPTAMUSFn per sonal

rel ati onshi ps. The invention, however, uses the 15 inpersonal nature of

el ectronic comunication to "break the ice" between strangers and so
facilitat e Surenggos mahtiomt er acti on shoul d both parties wish to pursue the
opportunity passed, the first comuni cation. The approaches being the first
oper at of M ETRRE: 18 A BEASPER'r B8 STeRER BURON Broy S FLB N Ty PR &9 e
noticed, i fu@int@ioh/oRtodtdliifleARiEH LY BpHatbRTRAR sybEmdRitpriRipAl ef fects
of rejection. Further, the approachee feels less 20 obligationTto accept an
appr oach i rplurakitysdicermwannidatian devipesris amitwal gonhaivaication wethedabh other,featH ows t hat
the stress pn. the proachee may al so be reduced. Thusg, the inventio

o 11 1 at o<lovisedocafigh s goE e @en SRtp el SOBhATREsR s0cr P WHLss 1 o
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comuni cation is discussed, 25 other fornms of renote inpersonal
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conveyance system., Th i taken.in which ft. hysi.cal roach a person
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el ectronic interchange through inplenentation 30 of the present invention,
may nmake it_possible to offer several _approaches in_a set period of tine
and so may Flpdraaiseommuniestings sirch a5 gmatnkashsen sugggsted asbeing adagtertiathect i on

wi thin the ri j / : I : ' stations
of the syst%%@ggﬁgg%ggé}%%@%l r§1 1§P§}%}$§. ?@é?g&t@mﬂé@ggﬁsﬁt@?at i ons may
be tablss dimpelsondl napes af electtopid commaumivatioheae Kbieak taviee’ tiadtivesn stringérs ahdie
dual purpose of_having coffee but pernmtting the possible facilitation of
an ini 11 at i Srfaghtale e Bepnal inteiagian o lsHRPtR Baics 11O PHENE MELTPATINLY
probability i I i I ]ﬁﬂggge
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stati ong Meyblighedrdecderft aNBPEroRIEIMSRY sdntew SRRV &6 ﬁl@% Bkt dHdmE 18

phot ograph or "a video streamof the first operator so that the second
oper at or neipllpwy thatthestresstar the eprraadhet sray alfediededugedhdhhs ithe isventisveed t o
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i nclude a photograph so as clearly identify the first operator and thus,
assi st the second operator in determ ni ngfa%ssue_s of safety. 20 In a

preferred haldbaelsar toghe ghilledpassonhgt whilpgjectionic wypypunicgion ip disppssednt

i nventi S LS p r A 1 Qiqk | atl a
oot al T i B bioft ibefioha copifuiBRich ot CofERAZ InflhainB e Ml 5
i nk from eacbhmatiatuberotiveyanaesysteal. screen so that a first operator may

gl obal Iy broadcast a communication as well as, or instead of, a direct
approach to a specific second operator. 25 As safety is of particular

concern foryed GaE fRBh fn GRIONUS bﬁfsﬁéa@lﬁ% gbx%ﬁcﬁml@m B eshftfish WhclnBForid{yal s to
enter their details, and possibly a’password, so as to gain access to said

syst em Furtahport exibte isyos tigmignifigant.i The elactyomaintdrchange thopeghainglemerkatiop nor e
than a predeterm ned.nunper of approach such as ane approach, to any
par 1 outtar GEF RO IR CHRSTRER | PORDIS (e LS QRSER FPPIAF SR &P eRrEt

har assment  oftiRO1SnCRANEY Ricrda¥e ARRPSure 2Rl dhafdeIRIEIRY oPAPihterididn RHmRer  Of
approaches to one within a predeterm ned period, for instance, within a
particul ar thayameperzod ¢fgither week or permanently. In a further preferred
enbodi ment, the systemnmay further incorporate a safety feature by
providing a central server through which all communication nmust pass. In a
nost preferred enbodi nent, the central server may automatically, or through
an adm ni strator, censor unacceptabl e nessages such as | ewd | anguage,

por nogr aphi ¢ phot ographs or aggressive nessages so that the system may
further prevent or limt harassnent on an individual or all operators of
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1 otermnals, standard tel ephones, video phones, nobile tel ephones or
PDAs. Subject to the type of device, the devices may be linked in a network
in an appropriate formsuch as a hard wired and wirel ess connection for a
conputer termnal, hard wired video phone or for the exanple for the PDAs
with bluetooth or WFI. 15 It is a feature of the invention that each
station be within visual contact of the other stations so that a selection
of a second operator by the first operator nay be achi eved. An exanpl e of
such an arrangenent is the use of an open space providing a clear line of
sight, such as a central atrium about which are | ocated stations such as
tabl es. | n Inpipselamesbembediment, the; siajions ebthe systeramay ha lngafehmabaeor g caféear or
per haps rel e of
Paent 11 cariunbiiatd fafl i el Thiof ot ol chl ey 30UER el BofBE ) O
comuni cat iThusape doqpusdost vf hdvieg sdffdeibanperaitting thrmpdseub@lfacﬂlutatmnmf b

preferred enbodi nent, these nunbers may be clear]y_ visihbl r
r easonal| e iBitigiomela jag1al ptprasionmay jrad %@Fre@%@éﬁ? p’i?PF‘l?‘g‘F %fotm?n a nost
@lltlé) a portion

preferred gghogdi gg;\gta lo aél;? tetnte]aBBndhis! g@cfprpl%rr ﬁi@hﬁﬁ&lﬁ'ﬁ

of the ceiling a d station s table 1s clear
i dent i f i ableemnimecation stajiossimge be mﬂmnmlts ajpamatemet ofé alhtbths;y,smangam thehdnal

present inveption may visit a.cafe 3 vi.ng..t he stem of, the present

P vent i on. ST Ao ¥15idb R EebiAds AR Fepi e hE SPPILTEY TP Bhe. caf e f or
reasons ot hg#kiatibbr QRAN fltédsidnine system such as to have a cup of coffee.
Alternatively, the devices of the systemnmay be nmultifunctional so as to

provi del0 added incentive for the potential operator to visit the cafe. To

this end, the de able of further functionalit

| nstance. deatSTes EmYmaR: AREcopTRRRe saEs i) P S fanlen affereby
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such as DVD s, videos etc. receivin 0 such that the operator nmay
g@ﬂﬂ@évli

wat ch f ur t Hbat thosrcend oparator m@y hgy¢ mpre in eforedegidies whether te poceed
(el Vi 00 olefth&th i BB hpdo Al trisb @iahe comufinflRRn O o1 o o

enbodi nment , evi ce e secondar'y functions of
the premises. In so doing the devices may be further adapted to place an 10

order for food and bevergg@g receive an account for said foqd and
bever ages, B fgabergetened smpadiment thecommupniepfiogimayrantematicallyangleds & £ unds

transfer at h%éﬁié?é\})h%fo ﬁ%le%}lg ?&l‘tllf ﬁﬁ\"‘i firf)l dpBFatid tahd Bhug; asIsﬁ?th%ﬁg&ﬁﬁ 'E(Pai\flort?ﬁ

adapted to e e nmessage e central managénent advi si n

oper at or s ofetdrimning esstesluiflsafety. of f ood and beverage special s, happy hour or
closing ti ne. I5 1n a further preferred enbodi ment, central nanagenent nmay
include a "DJ" and/or facilitator for introducing people. In this function,

thi s pejosonnBefchRall EmbBERRNE ,an%bhfa?ar nsaafgﬁgageythe Lydias 8¢ tﬁerbrb&hpfnv@ﬁtioﬂn
provided by the patrons. In so doing, the facilitator may send nessages to

bot h peopl esuckis hisit azafé fiot tlmdpc,tnﬁopurpose efrinitiating asedidnnteractiomen this @se, neet
per sonal | V. ok Do b8l 34055 SORRSLAR M on HER SRR S: & SRR UAST:
that a first operator may globally broadcast a communication as well as, or instead of, a
direct approach to a specific second operator.
25
As safety is of particular concern for electronic communication, the system may require
individuals to enter their details, and possibly a password, so as to gain access to said
system. Further, the system may limit any particular operator making more than a
predetermined number of approaches, such as one approach, to any particular operator.
30 Inthis way, the system would limit or prevent harassment of one operator by another.
Said system may block the number of approaches to one within a predetermined period,

for instance, within a particular day, a particular week or permanently.



central server may be transportable so as to be readily configurable for
each new venue. In this enbodinent, the systemmy therefore be set up at

di fferent venues or stored 25 when the prem ses are being used for a

di fferent purpose. Thus, the systemin this enbodi mnent may formthe basis
of a special pronotional event travelling fromvenue to venue specifically
targeting single adults so as to increas®e the attractiveness, and revenue,
of a venue. 30 In a further preferred enbodi nent, the system may conprise a
central server whereby patrons of the venue are invited to bring their own
devices, for instance, PDAs having WFI or bluetooth capability. In this

enbodi ment Inadwthes prefgrresernbediment, thesystam mas fusther ingerporals aspfetyeatarey

conpati bl e e r i . f

boner i 19, of SRS SR AEERY it bitodabbufiCh R EbmBRRIBLERBRDAE, HalBR i i ng
t he devi cegrefeftedepbadiment thesoehtrall semret malyaetosdativalby) or thayudieammanual |y or
automatically driven to rotate. In this way, a second operatorg?vi_/lqo may

choose o EENRIFEART,ECRSAT F‘i‘a_éFeR%tPJrﬁﬂWF%Fﬁ Bish By levst lapgyages pasnegr Bn so as
to have t h?h%to%?ag)lﬁs Bp?gﬁ?ﬁﬁwerrﬁéss&gg GGt thfﬁlrsgst@mrfﬂe{}ffupth%f SEV &l of Hmf“hgent 1

in addition to~rotati e station away mthe first ‘operator,

second opermatasmenwnandndibidnakoraahlyoperatdrhef theaystemi cati on fromthe first
operator. 10 In a preferred enbodi nent, the nmeans of communi cation nay
i nclude a pneumati c tube conveyance system conprising input and out put

portions fqf a5R8KEHE0eRPEUiIFRAEHMhE Predbit SRLRR0R ¥he/ @SHMEN N M0 ReluliO cdipifter
enbodi nent, the infrastructure for conmmuni cation woul d 1I"ncl ude tubes

| eadi nglot o terminals.astpndarsitelephartess ddso phoveh geabiledsleponesonid Asabilkjadtity or

manual |y rquted from.the first operato Q the second operator. Mnyal

fout i ng’ mayt e GRS Dcifes PRS R URied franuRECR S cBRRRPRf oy St
accordi ng tR aa@ed REed b ivirdlehd SthectRint 6L cOiipiitBetettingl, Bbrd Wiréd Vidss age,

witten by the first operator, within said tube. 20 In a preferred

enmbodi ment ,phoneosips thewxample for thed®D A with biietadtie or WiFEe| ect abl e transl at or,
whereby a nmessage in, for instance Japanese, would be received by the
second operator in English. In so doing, visitors/tourists may be part of

t he sysisempistdfeutird SFhdaiventidn it dadhtdaeebé WRATH Vighal B&ithctHE ERSSther!l N
further preferred enbodiment, the systemnmay have a |ibrary of words,

phrases andtasions pafka gtlectionpdp socpngeoperaigrdiyithe Best pperpios aybesghigysdyi nal |y
derived nes i - 0oyl

" brary of i gl ofalth ek s it BMORE of e Ko oAl Wik hnBor |

i nt ended sesigimduoes atentral strianim dbvat shivh arelforated ktatisnseek natabbdshém this t he

first operatar may select one or a range of, descriptors, based on for 30
i nst ance, ﬁ?%odaﬂgﬂtewl%? Erra @F‘BF‘HP?PgP@f’@P,a P Q5 PEL: ali’%l@@%?@ﬂ@ Bn? he

group Wio tdeidnbERdEsiHeQbiks directed to. In a further enbodi nent, seating
position nmay al so be used

For ease of identification of the stations so that the first operator may address his
communication appropriately, the station may be numbered. In a more preferred
embodiment, these numbers may be clearly visible from a reasonable distance to satisfy

25  the visual contact criteria. In a most preferred embodiment, the station numbers may be
projected onto a portion of the ceiling above said station so that each table is clearly
identifiable.

Previously suggested, an operator of the system of the present invention may visit a café
30  having the system of the present invention. Further, the potential operator may be
attracted to the café for reasons other than operating the system such as to have a cup of

coffee. Alternatively, the devices of the system may be multifunctional so as to provide



to single out the intended second operator. In a preferred enbodi nent,
the systemnmay include a neans to capture the inage of people as they enter
t he venue, which are subsequently shown on a publicly viewable screen. In a
nore preferred enbodi nent, the images of people already seated at tables
may be sequentially broadcast on such a screen. In a second aspect, the
present invention provides a nmethod of facilitating the initiation of

social interaction conprising the steps of selecting a second person at a
second st atad@y inBdntivelfor the ppRhGSIIbPetatdtitd Yisithd CHfEr B6 this e6d, ahd Jevaded magendi ng
a communi cation of introduction electronically to the second person,
inviting sdeicapablnelfugber Hnctiaplibe ferringancenceessmeemedik ardheiigraetaplayingt wi | |
be conveniept t t | be [ ' . \M t to the
accompanyi nieaPbgE BANASRREr bkt oP LR GR sREEE Mttt Lile SRRER

i nvention. cohfedr sughhaDyaBWidedfetd. Nér recerang b deedasieh fias tielperatordnay
consequently th articularity of the 15 acconpanyi rawmng i s not to be
under st dod %Clkg’ﬁ@f"’%‘éﬂ‘it%- F Wéﬁl"ééﬁgrtgF fdeyieesrmex, iﬁ{’é@gd’i ﬁij’eﬂ’é‘g%‘i‘ Felgvigion of

t he invent isg%alglieg%gﬁ, %%Aﬁ a schematic view of the systemaccording to the
present invention; 20 gure 1 shows one arrangenent 10 of communication
stations 15 of the systemaccording to the present invention. In this

enbodi nent,_ the station 5 are represented tahles within a cafe

at t ended bjnﬁams&ﬁgefmef%%b@imsm, BR RV ey AersIies heterer e devi ce
(not shown) ] : { i i nation
e conneot L fohs BF 8 pFERLS T sh ROENR: AQVic Fh RSN LBbRG L0 PPy 0 e

i s capabl e adertfoafiotiand begeraged, reeciee an agoantdonsaith favdtand bhevéragest drepayeng r al

server acti as a router .to di he co ications t.o the rrect
Cable. The BFritaduisR kot PUEF T (eSoBRIR 8IS W adiBLbRIS Ml an ¢
clear |ine RferhatBlly, 3 &8 nfa)de adaftad fPRcve AREAgEAROA thScehphP t 0 see
each other patron. Tf the patron wishes to introduce hinself to someone

el se of i ntmagemenfeadyisingdbe eperpioes afithe avaplabilitypiblopd and heveragetppesipleni ng a
ceiling m%&)ﬁggfloqrcloosl an. QL ot her nmeans to determ ne the table nunber,

prepare a s ?‘gorresséngge of the device and transmit. If the second person

shows pgrticular interest the interaction can remain through the electronic
communi cation neans or alternatively, the system may be programed so as to
only permi tIngfarthergyeigered sabpadimont seRiral manpgentend meatingdpde i BH” a6/Pur sue t he
i nteractiongf: . i red.. - . es:»

por sonal | vt sty pEHE TR il AClioh, 0 DETOE Ay BT hételE Kind

i nt er est ed, raadomllype based orsiyiformption proeiled by ghe/pattons.dneo domgrdeSaghtacr
transmt a standard rej ect{')on Si qnal,. The, i nEer,sonaI nat ure of an

el ect r oni c HAY B0 s 1 Doty pRePIEFithARALINE QRO QAR IPSFICHRR JOT RSB 19 s
detri megf al mioRRgbnfly. t he sel f esteem of the first person and so reduce the
stress involved by the first person in approaching the second. 15 Whil st
Figure 1 indicates a hard wired network, it would be preferable if the
network were wireless so.as avol d an expensi ve .out goi eratiqn.

Fur ther , |1 HE e EEER wbaaffent Jnd ¥ompornis SEIRS R Riudihedly SRS enfy

devi ces whi gdntral Rriz@ ma?MeQrda&%reablm ds s Bl edadRy vorEduesble RRTABH Kew F&ue.
exanple, a plurality of PDAs with bluetooth capability 20 nay achieve the
desi red objaghiswabodimentethe pigptany mayihespforobe st upwet diffgrenbuenugs or siaggdor t abl e

so that,sys din t he es inventiony, is.not restricted to
any. one™ ooHFPLEBERNRE s bk Med b lR Al s e Tl PR BT b e 25
embodiment may form the basis of a special promotional event travelling from venue to

venue specifically targeting single adults so as to increase the attractiveness, and

revenue, of a venue.

30  In a further preferred embodiment, the system may comprise a central server whereby
patrons of the venue are invited to bring their own devices, for instance, PDAs having

WIFTI or bluetooth capability. In this embodiment, venues may purchase a central server



9 CLAIMS 1. A system adapted to facilitate the initiation of social

I nteracti on between operators of said systemconprising a plurality of
conmmruni cation devices in nutual communication with each other, each device
| ocated at a communi cation station, said 5 stations arranged so as to
permt visual contact between operators of the devices at said stations,
wherein on visual selection of a second ©perator |ocated at a second
comuni cation station a first operator initiates contact with said second
oper at or byre@dil Al widtly@anipatisle $Wireés detiheyk G4th tRe corfeet softv@tnand 6ffertheg to
claiml wherein the stations are |located in a cafe optionally an |nternet
cafe. 3. Trhenefjtspbthedrventian mithpt the additionalsanitsl posthel RIevidiNgG tBadedeesst at i ons
are tables within the cafe. 15 4. The system according to any one of the
preceding clains the systemfurther conprising a canera contiguous with
each devi cansgréfeged®nBbodif@nt, €t stions angbetmamuphpbogrempbticilytdrieet to st
operator. 20 5. The system according to claim4 wherein the canera further
adapt ed 5tor9?a$n§ﬁ1ﬂ@15é¥a\yi Yessoud pPRUAT B 0%@9%%%&%@6&%?%1410 any one of

the precedig 5@l Eﬂé"staﬁﬁﬁ‘%’wﬁé Foailidvg'i‘he(hol'i%z( 16 fir r@t’c cfRb. 9f a

relatedtot rst oerato such as any one or 5 co tiron o the
first oper amme psefamerbembmiimphb readdioidneto rotatmg theatkﬂuoasaway rfmhlbtlesﬁrst

occupation, photograph, table |ocatio The S
acoor di ng. 1PN T GERing PP aTTER FS RO A EheLHBHGH B TSR 476 Sl e
nunber is gadory information for at |east the initial communication. 30

10 8. The system according to any one of the preceding clainms wherein each
devi ce 10s | i nked to a central screen perm' tti ng communi cation fromthe
roadcast to op

first oper tor f 3%% £ f er er, g 'IE)
Syt em acooP RGeS SpoTRen B HETR S NEI G MeY SRAR 1Pl o o
ad altot edl t 0 donidyantd &y stMTBRNpPing MFTLEHICRR PSrtiohe fortsefdihf bid reBRimt or to a
particul ar

messages by vacuum tube. In this embodiment, the infrastructure for communication

would include tubes leading to a message router whereby messages may be

15  automatically or manually routed from the first operator to the second operator. Manual
routing may include management receiving the tubes, and directing them according to
address instructions, either on the tube on in a message, written by the first operator,

within said tube.

20 In apreferred embodiment, the system may include on automatic, or selectable
translator, whereby a message in, for instance Japanese, would be received by the
second operator in English. In so doing, visitors/tourists may be part of the system
without the barrier of language impeding their access. In a further preferred
embodiment, the system may have a library of words, phrases and/or images which may

25 be transmitted in lieu of an originally derived message.

In a preferred embodiment, the system may provide a library of standard descriptors of
people. In this embodiment, where the intended second operator is at the same terminal
as several others, the first operator may select one or a range of descriptors, based on for
30 instance, hair and eye colour, clothing etc., so as to make clear to the group who the
introduction is directed to. In a further embodiment, seating position may also be used

to single out the intended second operator.



operator within a predeterm ned period. 10 10. The system according to any
one of the preceding clains wherein the devices are any one or a

conbi nati on of a conputer termnal, standard tel ephone, video phone, nobile
t el ephone, pneumatic tube conveyance systemor PDA . 15 11. The system
according to any one of the preceding clains wherein the neans of a

communi cation is any one or a conbinatioh of wired network, wireless
network, LAN, WFI or bluetooth. 12. The system according to any one of the
preceding clains wherein the stations 20 are tables | ocated about an open
space or a central atriumpermtting a |ljne of sight between the operators.
13. The sydna@mrefenes embedimsnt e syslemgpay Rislude @ueanp ip caPrathaimagech t he
stations arg.j £ : ' j I ; LSihle to
other stati oﬂgl.g%ggle}fﬁ%{'ﬁge @Q‘?’gﬁrﬁ“éﬁ?g%&ﬁgp %%ﬁlcspgfv?ngnll% ﬁﬁg%«n&f t}e?é station
nunber s ar ecreenjlacatrmorepnéforred embodimgnig ievimagesodf pebpleiatreadyldeatedhae tablest em
according to al%q one DL] ﬁahe ygrecedi r%lg cl ai ms wherein each 30 conmuni cation
i s transm thagPsfequentiglixbropdeast py spchra seieeny g The system according to cl ai m
15 wherein f fa%e&ﬁﬂtarsgéct,%ﬁé ¥REerd SvRnB&E Prov RITHH MRS d maéiﬁta@iﬁgwmﬁfaﬁ@h ock
any communi cations of a |ewd, pornographic or aggressive nature. 17. The
syst em accafdpeigl interaxtipn compusing He sheps of déleeiingl adenendypessan at atsheondevi ces are
further adapted to transmt or.receive external .content includi any one
or & combi fATCBn R T BCPRR BFTALEE OURICET o HSTeo R SHTRIACAR yanes,
LAN- net wor kgglo@lRfB8 eREtrbA16AIN] td YR scdaiEperin MPHingRoAhChiiR%ionl 0 18. The
system according to any one of the preceding clains wherein the devices are
furtherlbadapted to transmt orders for food and beverages and receive
messages sugh as.fog ver speci al s, happy hour times and cl osing
time or toLises gt no&’r@e 'eg%m od gntti ons for paynment to managenent or

el ectroni c IpaylmeétordlenichetoShAhéraiescribe tAdpreddnt ilB¢ati@NWth eevpaétng tieo any one
of the preceding clains wherein a facilitator selects a 'Bai,r of, operators
to facilit cCEoHPANYHIE Gawtg Which dinstatep a possitle apangsmsntotthe inyentien. ¢gther

random y or . royi r ' t ccordi ng
o cl ai i 15 VREaHeHP B eREIRNn R R T bl Blhdny e pe B BN A ot D
messageiss endccompanyéngd dagitaie nbstortearidestboli s bljersediigitte gaetaitpofihe anot her

| anguage. 21. The system according to claiml S wherein the central server

i ncl udes a MPEsdHEdeseripiion A dacinieHioR material for including with, or

repl aci ng, an original nmessage of the first

Figure 1 is a schematic view of the system according to the present invention;

20  Figure 1 shows one arrangement 10 of communication stations 15 of the system
according to the present invention. In this embodiment, the stations 15 are represented
by tables within a café attended by patrons of the café. Each table has mounted thereto
a device (not shown) such as a computer terminal or perhaps PDA which in
combination are connected in a network 20 through a central server 35.

25
Each device is capable of transmitting and receiving a communication with the central

server acting as a router to direct the communications to the correct table.

The arrangements of the tables are such so as to permit reasonably clear line of sight 30
30  so that a patron at each table is able to see each other patron. If the patron wishes to

introduce himself to someone else of interest, he can determine the table number either



25 operator. 22. The system according to claim21 wherein the library

i ncl udes any one or a conbination of words, phrases, images. 30 23. The
system according to claim 21 wherein the library includes standard
descriptors for including with the original nessage, said descriptors used
to identify the 12 second operator froma group of people |ocated at the
station, said descriptors including any one or a conbination of hair

col our, eye colour, clothing, and seating position. 24. The system

accor di ng thy vaéwingAeingGh@intdd Rodr@lahdoriotidr Medans Cdetetiiige 1heastie hombapt ur e

i mges of people entering the cafe for broadcasting on a publicly viewable
screen. 25.prepaee & §utabln messagehidiedevigngndianssiit.cl ai ms 2 to 24 wherein

i mges of operators |ocated at each station are captured and broadcast on a
publicly viewabl e screen. 10 26 The system according to any one of the
precedi ng g thersBcordgietion shaws patiailavintdrest tetififetdetion satctenidiathrouph thecond
operator shows rejection of the comuni cation by manual ]y or autopatically
rotating t HiecHeRISFQMIHHIEAOR MGapH ol iermatiyelyoths SYFEM NSRS PHOFEIMUBELINAS

operator a%%néfﬁ%lftr&ﬁe hidsSdee ARG bAL Riply drd i?t&ehpétr% fed t?&)u;sﬁe el tating the

initiation o interaction conprising t steps of "selecting a second
person at anteexctod figthet,imay bdneqairdd ursier thersysemwilehicmgakoa pesenadct soci al |y
and; sending a,camruni cation of introduction electronically to the second
person invﬂgVﬂﬁmge%ial interaction. 20 28. The nmethod according to claim27
wherein the nmethod is perforned using the systemaccording to clains 1 to
26. 25 .AF.A{, A . A{_.AU_.Ah, . AAAAAe A . hBElJs%' ~"

kfiztoj® [ \Abahatijety]itth sedood persal tsajot #jterajted |seid| peadonahaaieply] avadrdaigtn] ca] ca

J'ca] ca] cal Cigll(():rle\: ?llecr% sCsS‘ eC (’)‘ra a%l-ls-a tCaTsﬂn%g%lﬁejce%{iior? glggﬁE Jl“he impersonal nature of an
electronic network such as found in the present invention, may have less detrimental
impact on the self esteem of the first person and so reduce the stress involved by the
first person in approaching the second.

15
Whilst Figure 1 indicates a hard wired network, it would be preferable if the network
were wireless so as to avoid an expensive outgoing operation. Further, the system is
well suited for temporary installations using devices which are portable operating
through a wireless network. For example, a plurality of PDAs with bluetooth capability

20  may achieve the desired objectives of meeting the invention as well as being

transportable so that system, according to the present invention, is not restricted to any

one location but may move according to a predetermined schedule.

25
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10 2. The system according to claim 1 wherein the stations are located in a café

optionally an internet café.

3. The system according to claim 2 wherein the communication stations are tables
within the café.

15
4, The system according to any one of the preceding claims the system further
comprising a camera contiguous with each device said camera adapted to transmit a

photograph of the first operator.

20 5. The system according to claim 4 wherein the camera further adapted to transmit

a video stream.

6. The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the
communication comprises information related to the first operator such as any one or a
25  combination of the first operator’s name, telephone number, email address, hobbies,

occupation, photograph, table location or star sign.

7. The system according to claim 6 wherein the first operator’s photograph and
table number is mandatory information for at least the initial communication.

30
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10 10.  The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the devices
are any one or a combination of a computer terminal, standard telephone, video phone,

mobile telephone, pneumatic tube conveyance system or PDA .

15 11.  The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the means of a
communication is any one or a combination of wired network, wireless network, LAN,

WIFI or bluetooth.

12. The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the stations
20 are tables located about an open space or a central atrium permitting a line of sight

between the operators.

13.  The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the stations
are identified by number, said numbers being clearly visible to other stations.

25
14.  The system according to claim 13 wherein the station numbers are projected

onto a ceiling above each station.

15.  The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein each

30 communication is transmitted via a central server.
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0t 7 1094 & O ITTIARN Kb QR PqOREOURP LYt e ey bermeBipglee F.
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1 D510% g010% & ()-,/10% & ()-+
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10% & ( )5 Sjl /a & 'l(}?e s:)g/gtgn/la a%ccgl)dlng]lg e/lﬁhyg;‘ oflg of t%l(e) &e%ecﬁi}lg cllacl)ms wherein the devices
are further adapted to transmit or receive external content including any one or a
combination of the internet, television, music, internet based games, LAN-networked

games or individual games or motion pictures.

10 18.  The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the devices
are further adapted to transmit orders for food and beverages and receive messages such
as food and beverages specials, happy hour times and closing time or to provide a

billing instructions for payment to management or electronic payment at the station.

15 19.  The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein a facilitator
selects a pair of operators to facilitate an introduction, such that the operators are

selected randomly or based upon operator provided criteria.

20.  The system according to claim 15 wherein the central server includes a translator
20  such that a message sent in one language is received by the second operator in another

language.

21.  The system according to claim 15 wherein the central server includes a library or
pre-determined material for including with, or replacing, an original message of the first

25  operator.

22.  The system according to claim 21 wherein the library includes any one or a

combination of words, phrases, images.

30 23.  The system according to claim 21 wherein the library includes standard

descriptors for including with the original message, said descriptors used to identify the
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SCreen.

25.  The system according to any one of claims 2 to 24 wherein images of operators
located at each station are captured and broadcast on a publicly viewable screen.

10
26 The system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein each station is
rotatable such that the second operator shows rejection of the communication by
manually or automatically rotating the second communication station so as to direct the
second operator away from the first operator.

15
27. A method of facilitating the initiation of social interaction comprising the steps
of selecting a second person at a second station, by a first person wishing to interact
socially and; sending a communication of introduction electronically to the second
person inviting social interaction.

20
28.  The method according to claim 27 wherein the method is performed using the

system according to claims 1 to 26.

25



