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interface for an industrial controller is provided that enabl es connection
of different types of plug-in I/O nodules to the industrial controller.
The interface includes several nechani sms, which can be inplenented
through control logic, circuitry, and/or software, that enable the
control/nonitoring device to operate in conjunction with different types
of plug-in 1/O nodul es. According to certain enbodi nents, the interface
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ABSTRACT

[0048] An interface for an industrial controller is provided that enables connection of
different types of plug-in I/O modules to the industrial controller. The interface includes
several mechanisms, which can be implemented through control logic, circuitry, and/or
software, that enable the control/monitoring device to operate in conjunction with
different types of p}ug-in I/O modules. According to certain embodiments, the interface
includes setup mechanisms that enable initial communications between the plug-in VO
modules and the control/monitoring device. The interface also may include operational
mechanisms that facilitate communication between the plug-in /O modules and the
control/monitoring device during operation. The interface further may include registers

that store data for the plug-in /O modules.
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