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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR UPLOADING AND DOWNLOADING FILE

Technical Field
[0001] The invention relates to the field of computer technologies, particularly to a method

and device for uploading and downloading files.

Technical Background

[0002] A tablet PC is a small portable personal computer which usually is not provided with a
mouse and a keyboard, and basic inputs and operations of the tablet PC are conducted through a
touch screen. The tablet PC provides functions of browsing the Internet, sending and receiving
an e-mail, viewing e-books, playing audios or videos, and viewing photos, etc. The common

tablet PCs include the iPad, for example.
[0003] Nowadays, both uploading and downloading of files with the tablet PC such as the

iPad are unidirectional. For example, to download a photo from a web album through an iPad, it
is needed to open the photo to be downloaded, long press the photo to enable a pop-up
download button, click on the download button and then select a local storage path, and then
save the photo according to the storage path, thereby completing the downloading. If a local
photo in the iPad is needed to be uploaded to a web album, it is needed to click on an upload
button on the web album, find out the local photo through the storage path thereof, and then
select and upload the local photo to be uploaded.

[0004] In impiementing the invention, the inventors found that at least the following problems

are present in the prior art:

[0005] in uploading and downloading of files with the tablet PCs in the prior art, a unique
advantage of gesture interaction of the tablet PC is not fully utilized, thus the operations are not
apparent, and many steps requires for responses from the user, thus a long time is required for

completing the uploading and downloading of files.

Summary of the Invention

[0006] Embodiments of the invention provide a method and device for uploading and
downloading files in order to reduce the time required for completing the uploading and

downloading of files. The technical solutions of the present invention are as follows.
[0007] In an aspect, there is provided a method for uploading files, which includes steps of?

[0008] determining whether a local file dragged by a user is within an activation area of a
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network folder at the end of the dragging;

[0009] if so, then prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the uploading of
the local file to the network folder; and

[0010] uploading the local file to the network folder if the confirmation on the uploading that
is made by the user in response to the prompt is received.

[0011] Further, before the step of determining whether the local file dragged by the user is
within the activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, the method further
includes steps of:

[0012] determining whether the local file is long pressed by the user through a touch screen;
[0013] if so, then determining whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released
by the user while the local file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture; and
[0014] if so, then performing the step of determining whether the local file dragged by the

user is within the activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging.
[0015] Optionally, the method further includes a step of:

[0016] displaying a thumbnail of the local file by means of a floating animation if it is
determined that the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user.

[0017] Optionally, the method further includes a step of:

[0018] returning the local file to its original location, if it is determined that the local file
dragged by the user is not within the activation area of the network folder at the end of the
dragging, or that the canceliation on the uploading that is made by the user in response to the
prompt is received.

[0019] In another aspect, there is provided a device for uploading files, which includes:

[0020] a first determination module for determining whether a local file dragged by a user is
within an activation area of a network folder at the end of the dragging;

[0021] a prompt module for prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the
uploading of the local file to the network folder when the first determination module determines
that the local file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the network folder at the
end of the dragging; and

[0022] an uploading module for uploading the local file to the network folder when the
confirmation on the uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt from the

prompt module is received.
[0023] Also, the device further includes:

[0024] a second determination module, which is used for determining, before the first
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determination module determines whether the local file dragged by the user is within the
activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, whether the local file is long

pressed by the user through a touch screen; and

[0025] a third determination module, which is used for determining, when the second
determination module determines that the local file is long pressed by the user through the touch
screen, whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user while the local
file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture, and if so, the first determination
module is operated.

[0026] Optionally, the device further includes:

[0027] a display module for displaying a thumbnail of the local file by means of a floating
animation when the third determination module determines that the touch screen being pressed
by the user is released by the user.

[0028] Optionally, the device further includes:

[0029] a return module, which is used for returning the local file to its original location, when
the first determination module determines that the local file dragged by the user is not within the
activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, or that the cancellation on the
uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt from the prompt module is
received.

[0030] In an aspect, there is also provided a method for downloading files, which includes
steps of:

[0031] determining whether a network-side file dragged by a user is within an activation area
of a local folder at the end of the dragging;

[0032] if so, then prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the downloading
of the network-side file to the local folder; and

[0033] downloading the network-side file to the local folder if the confirmation on the
downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received.

[0034] Further, before the step of determining whether the network-side file dragged by the
user is within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, the method
further includes steps of:

[0035] determining whether the network-side file is long pressed by the user through a touch
screen;

[0036] if so, then determining whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released

by the user while the network-side file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture;
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and

[0037] if so, then performing the step of determining whether the network-side file dragged

by the user is within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging.
[0038] Optionally, the method further includes a step of:

[0039] displaying a thumbnail of the network-side file by means of a floating animation if it is

determined that the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user.
[0040] Optionally, the method further includes a step of:

[0041] returning the network-side file to its original location, if it is determined that the
network-side file dragged by the user is not within the activation area of the local folder at the
end of the dragging, or that the cancellation on the downloading that is made by the user in

response to the prompt is received.

[0042] In another aspect, there is also provided a device for downloading files, which

includes:

[0043] a first determination module for determining whether a network-side file dragged by a

user is withint an activation area of a local folder at the end of the dragging;

[0044] a prompt module for prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the
downloading of the network-side file to the local folder when the first determination module
determines that the network-side file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the

local folder at the end of the dragging; and

[0045] a downloading module for downloading the network-side file to the local folder when
the confirmation on the downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is

received.
[0046] Further, the device further includes:

[0047] a second determination module, which is used for determining, before the first
determination module determines whether the network-side file dragged by the user is within
the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, whether the network-side file is

long pressed by the user through a touch screen; and

[0048] a third determination module, which is used for determining, when the second
determination module determines that the network-side file is long pressed by the user through
the touch screen, whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user
while the network-side file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture, and if so,

the first determination module is operated.

[0049] Optionally, the device further includes:
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[0050] a display module for displaying a thumbnail of the network-side file by means of a
floating animation when the third determination module determines that the touch screen being

pressed by the user is released by the user.
[0051] Optionally, the device further includes:

[0052] a return module, which is used for returning the network-side file to its original
location, when the first determination module determines that the network-side file dragged by
the user is not within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, or that the

canceliation on the downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received.

[0053] The technical solutions provided by the embodiments of the present invention have

beneficial effects as follows.

[0054] Through the long pressing and dragging gesture commonly used in the tablet PC such
as the iPad, the user is allowed to drag the file across both areas of a local folder and a network
folder, so that the local file to be uploaded can be dragged to the activation area of the network
folder, or the network-side file to be downloaded can be dragged to the activation area of the
local folder, and the uploading or downloading is implemented after the confirmation made by
the user, that is, the uploading or downloading is implemented through merely a single drag
action, which leads to less steps requiring for a response from the user, less time consumption,
an improved efficiency, and hence improvement of the user experience, with comparison with
the uploading and downloading of the file in the prior art. Further, it is easy for a user to get
started with and conduct the long pressing and dragging gesture which is commonly used in the
tablet PC such as the iPad.

Description of Drawings

[0055] In order to more clearly illustrate the technical solutions in the embodiments of the
present invention, accompanying drawings required for the description of the embodiments are
simply introduced below. It is apparent that the drawings described below are merely some
embodiments of the present invention, and additional drawings can also be obtained from these

drawings described below without creative efforts by those skilled in the art.

[0056] Figure 1 is a flowchart of a method for uploading files according to a first embodiment
of the present invention;

[0057] Figure 2 is a flowchart of a method for uploading files according to a second
embodiment of the present invention;

[0058] Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of a drag action for uploading files according to the

second embodiment of the present invention;
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[0059] Figure 4 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of a device for uploading files

according to a third embodiment of the present invention;

[0060] Figure 5 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of another device for uploading
files according to the third embodiment of the present invention

[0061] Figure 6 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of another device for uploading
files according to the third embodiment of the present invention;

[0062] Figure 7 a schematic diagram showing the structure of another device for uploading
files according to the third embodiment of the present invention;

[0063] Figure 8§ is a flowchart of a method for downloading files according to a fourth
embodiment of the present invention;

[0064] Figure 9 is a flowchart of a method for downloading files according to a fifth
embodiment of the present invention;

[0065] Figure 10 is a schematic diagram of a drag action for downloading files according to
the fifth embodiment of the present invention;

[0066] Figure 11 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of a device for downloading

files according to a sixth embodiment of the present invention;

[0067] Figure 12 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of another device for

downloading files according to the sixth embodiment of the present invention

[0068] Figure 13 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of another device for

downloading files according to the sixth embodiment of the present invention; and

[0069] Figure 14 a schematic diagram showing the structure of another device for

downloading files according to the sixth embodiment of the present invention.

Detailed description of the Preferred Embodiment
[0070] The embodiments of the invention will be described below in detail with reference to
the drawings, in order to make the objects, technical solutions and advantages of the present

invention more clear.

[0071] A first embodiment

{0072] The embodiment of the invention provides a method for uploading files, which is
suitable for any portable multifunction apparatus with a touch screen, such as a tablet PC, and a
mobile phone with a touch screen, specifically such as the iPad and the iPhone. The
embodiment of the invention will be specifically described below with reference to, for example,

but not limited to, the tablet PC. Referring to Figure 1, the method includes the following steps
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from 101 to 103.
[0073] In the step 101, the tablet PC determines whether a local file dragged by a user is

within an activation area of a network folder at the end of the dragging, and if so, then the step

102 is performed, otherwise the method is ended.

[0074] In the step 102, if the local file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the
network folder at the end of the dragging, then the user is prompted to choose whether to

confirm or cancel uploading of the local file to the network folder;

[0075] Inthe step 103, if the confirmation on the uploading selected by the user in response to

the. prompt is received, then the local file is uploaded to the network folder.

[0076] In the method provided by the embodiment of the invention, the drag gesture
commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad is adopted, so that the local file to be uploaded
is dragged to the the activation area of the network folder by the user using a single drag action,
and the uploading of the local file to the network folder is performed after the confirmation on
the uploading that is made by the user, that is, the uploading can be implemented just by a single
drag action, which leads to less steps requiring for a response from the user, less time
consumption, an improved efficiency, and hence improvement of the user experience, with

comparison with the uploading of the file in the prior art.

[0077] A second embodiment

[0078] The embodiment of the invention provides a method for uploading files, which is
suitable for any portable multifunction apparatuses with a touch screen, such as a tablet PC, a
mobile phone with a touch screen, specifically such as the iPad and the iPhone. The
embodiment of the invention will be specifically described below with reference to, for example,
but not limited to, the tablet PC. Referring to Figure 2, the method includes the following steps
from 201 to 209.

[0079] In the step 201, the tablet PC determines whether a local file is long pressed by a user

through a touch screen, and if so, then the step 202 is performed, otherwise the method is ended.

[0080] In the use of the tablet PC such as the iPad, one of common gestures is to long press a
certain icon on the touch screen of the tablet PC for the purpose of a certain operation. In this
embodiment, the local files may be displayed in the tablet PC in the form of thumbnails. When
the user browses a local file, the local file can be activated and chosen by means of the long
pressing event on the thumbnail of the local file. The local file may be, for example, a local

photo, a local document, a local audio and a local video.

[0081] In the step 202, when being long pressed by the user through the touch screen, the

local file can be dragged by the user using a dragging gesture.
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[0082] Specifically, after the local file is activated and chosen by the long pressing, the user
may continue pressing the local file and move the local file using a dragging gesture, so that the

local file may be moved anywhere on the touch screen.

[0083] In the step 203, when the Jocal file is dragged by the user using the dragging gesture, it
is determined whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user, and if

so, the step 204 is performed, otherwise, the step 202 is performed.

[0084] Specifically, it is determined whether a screen releasing event occurs, that is, whether
the user's hand is released from the touch screen, and the release of the user’s hand from the

touch screen means that the local file is released and stops moving.

[0085] In the step 204, if the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user,

then the thumbnail of the local file is displayed by means of a floating animation.

[0086] Specifically, after the user releases the local file, the thumbnail of the local file is

placed into a floating state.

[0087] In the step 205, it is determined whether the local file dragged by the user is within the
activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, and if so, the step 206 is
performed, otherwise, the step 209 is performed.

[0088] Specifically, network folders and a plurality of files in the local folder may be
displayed simultaneously on the same interface of the Tablet PC, so that the user can preview

the files in the Jocal folder and the network folders simultaneously.

[0089] Optionally, the activation area of the network folder specifically may be an area used
to display the network folder, and when the focal file dragged by the user overlaps with the
network folder at the end of the dragging, it can be determined that the local file is within the

active area of the network folder, and then the subsequent uploading process is triggered.

[0090] For example, as shown in Figure 3, the local files for browsing as well as available
network folders are displayed simultaneously on the same interface of the Tablet PC. The local
file to be uploaded can be dragged by the user to the respective network folder by a long
pressing and dragging gesture. As shown in Figure 3, to upload the local file 05 to the network
folder 1, the user long presses the local file 05, drags the local file 05 to the activation area of

the network folder 1 without releasing his/her hand, and then releases his/her hand.

[0091] In the step 206, if the local file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the
network folder at the end of the dragging, then the user is prompted to choose whether to

confirm or cancel uploading of the local file to the network folder.

[0092] Specifically, the tablet PC may enable a pop-up uploading prompt box, in order to
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prompt the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the uploading of the local file to the

network folder, here, the user can chose to confirm or cancel the uploading.

[0093] In the step 207, the choice result on the uploading that is made by the user in response
to the prompt is received, and it is determined whether the result is to confirm the uploading,

and if so, the step 208 is performed, otherwise, the step 209 is performed.

[0094] Specifically, if the user chooses to confirm the uploading, then the uploading is
confirmed, and if the user chooses to cancel the uploading, then the uploading is cancelled (see
steps 208 and 209 for details).

[0095] In the step 208, if the confirmation on the uploading that is made by the user in
response to the prompt is received, then the local file is uploaded to the network folder, and the

method is ended.

[0096] The uploading of the local file is started, and the method is ended after the uploading

is completed.

[0097] In the step 209, if it is determined that the local file dragged by the use is not within
the activation area network folder at the end of the dragging, or that the cancellation on the
uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received, then the local file is

returned to its original position, and the method is ended.

[0098] Specifically, through a sliding animation, the local file is automatically moved back to

its original position, and the method is ended.

[0099] It should be noted that in the embodiments of the present invention, the local file may
specifically be, but not limited to, a local photo, and the network folder may specifically be, but

not limited to, a network album.

[00100] In the method provided by the embodiment of the invention, the network folders and
the files in the local folder are simultaneously displayed on the same interface of the tablet PC,
5o that the user can simultaneously preview the files in the local folder and the network folders,
50 as to facilitate the positioning made by the user; with the long pressing and dragging gesture
commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad, the user is allowed to drag the file across both
areas of a local folder and a network folder by way of a dragging action, so that the local file to
be uploaded can be dragged to the activation area of the network folder, and the uploading of
the local file to the network folder is performed after the uploading is confirmed by the user,
that is, the uploading is implemented through merely a single drag action, which leads to less
steps requiring for a response from the user, less time consumption, an improved efficiency, and
hence improvement of the user experience, with comparison with the uploading of the file in the

prior art. Further, it is easy for a user to get started with and conduct the long pressing and
9
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dragging gesture which is commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad.

[00101] A third embodiment

[00102] The embodiment of the invention provides a device for uploading files to implement
the method shown in Figure 2. The device is applicable to a portable multifunction apparatus
with a touch screen, such as a tablet PC and a mobile phone with a touch screen, specifically

such as the iPad and the iPhone. Referring to Figure 4, the device includes:

[00103] a first determination module 401 for determining whether a local file dragged by a

user is within an activation area of a network folder at the end of the dragging;

[00104] a prompt module 402 for prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel
uploading of the local file to the network folder when the first determination module 401
determines that the local file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the network

folder at the end of the dragging; and
[00105] an uploading module 403 for uploading the local file to the network folder when the

confirmation on the uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt from the

prompt module 402 is received.

[00106] Specifically, network folders and a plurality of files in the local folder may be
simultaneously displayed on the same interface of the Tablet PC, so that the user can

simultaneously preview the files in the local folder and the network folders
[00107] Further, referring to Figure 5, the device also includes:

[00108] a second determination module 404, which is used for determining, before the first
determination module 401 determines whether the local file dragged by the user is within the
activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, whether the local file is long
pressed by the user through a touch screen; and

[00109] a third determination module 405, which is used for determining, when the second
determination module 404 determines that the local file is long pressed by the user through the
touch screen, whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user while
the local file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture, and if so, the first

determination module 401 is operated.
[00110] Optionally, referring to Figure 6, the device further includes:
[00111] a display module 406 for displaying a thumbnail of the local file by means of a

floating animation when the third determination module 405 determines that the touch screen

being pressed by the user is released by the user.
[00112] Optionally, referring to Figure 7, the device further includes:
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[00113] a return module 407, which is used for returning the local file to its original location,
when the first determination module 401 determines that the local file dragged by the user is not
within the activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, or that the
cancellation on the uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt from the

prompt module 402 is received.

[00114] In the device provided by the embodiment of the invention, the network folders and
the files in the local folder are simultancously displayed on the same interface of the tablet PC,
so that the user can simultaneously preview the files in the local folder and the network folders,
so as to facilitate the positioning made by the user; with the long pressing and dragging gesture
commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad, the user is allowed to drag the file across both
areas of a local folder and a network folder by way of a dragging action, so that the local file to
be uploaded can be dragged to the activation area of the network folder, and the uploading of
the local file to the network folder is performed after the uploading is confirmed by the user,
that is, the uploading is implemented through merely a single drag action, which leads to less
steps requiring for a response from the user, less time consumption, an improved efficiency, and
hence improvement of the user experience, with comparison with the uploading of the file in the
prior art. Further, it is easy for a user to get started with and conduct the long pressing and

dragging gesture which is commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad.

[00115] A fourth embodiment

[00116] The embodiment of the invention provides a method for downloading files, which is
suitable for any portable multifunction apparatus with a touch screen, such as a tablet PC, and a
mobile phone with a touch screen, specifically such as the iPad and the iPhone. The
embodiment of the invention will be specifically described below with reference to, for example,
but not limited to, the tablet PC. Referring to Figure 8, the method includes the following steps
from 801 to 803.

[00117] In the step 801, the tablet PC determines whether a network-side file dragged by a user
is within an activation area of a local folder at the end of the dragging, and if so, then the step
802 is performed, otherwise the method is ended.

[00118] In the step 802, if the network-side file dragged by the user is within the activation
area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, then the user is prompted to choose whether
to confirm or cancel downloading of the network-side file to the local folder;

[00119] In the step 803, if the confirmation on the downloading selected by the user in
response to the prompt is received, then the network-side file is downloaded to the local folder.

[00120] In the method provided by the embodiment of the invention, the drag gesture
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commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad is adopted, so that the network-side file to be
downloaded is dragged to the the activation area of the local folder by the user using a single
drag action, and the downloading of the network-side file to the local folder is performed after
the confirmation on the downloading that is made by the user, that is, the downloading can be
implemented just by a single drag action, which leads to less steps requiring for a response from
the user, less time consumption, an improved efficiency, and hence improvement of the user

experience, with comparison with the downloading of the file in the prior art.
[00121] A fifth embodiment

[00122] The embodiment of the invention provides a method for downloading files, which is
suitable for apparatuses such as a tablet PC and a mobile phone, specifically such as the iPad
and the iPhone. The embodiment of the invention will be specifically described below with
reference to, for example, but not limited to, the tablet PC. Referring to Figure 9, the method
includes the following steps from 901 to 909.

[00123] In the step 901, the tablet PC determines whether a network-side file is long pressed
by a user through a touch screen, and if so, then the step 902 is performed, otherwise the

method is ended,

[00124] In the use of the tablet PC such as the iPad, one of common gestures is to long press a
certain icon on the touch screen of the tablet PC for the purpose of a certain operation. In this
embodiment, the network-side files may be displayed in the tablet PC in the form of thumbnails.
When the user browses a network-side file, the network-side file can be activated and chosen by
means of the long pressing event on the thumbnail of the network-side file. The network-side
file may be, for example, a photo in a network album, and a document, an audio and a video in a

network disk, etc.

[00125] In the step 902, when being long pressed by the user through the touch screen, the

network-side file can be dragged by the user using a dragging gesture.

[00126] Specifically, after the network-side file is activated and chosen by the long pressing,
the user may continue pressing the network-side file and move the network-side file using a

dragging gesture, so that the network-side file may be moved anywhere on the touch screen.

[00127] In the step 903, when the network-side file is dragged by the user using the dragging
gesture, it is determined whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the

user, and if so, the step 904 is performed, otherwise, the step 902 is performed.

[00128] Specifically, it is determined whether a screen releasing event occurs, that is, whether
the user's hand is released from the touch screen, and the release of the user’s hand from the

touch screen means that the network-side file is released and stops moving.
12



10

15

20

25

30

English translation of PCT/CN2012/080212

[00129] In the step 904, if the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user,

then the thumbnail of the network-side file is displayed by means of a floating animation.

[00130] Specifically, after the user releases the network-side file, the thumbnail of the

networlk-side file is placed into a floating state.

[00131] In the step 905, it is determined whether the network-side file dragged by the user is
within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, and if so, the step 906 is

performed, otherwise, the step 909 is performed.

[00132] Specifically, local folders and a plurality of network-side files may be displayed
simultaneously on the same interface of the Tablet PC, so that the user can preview the local

folders and the plurality of network-side files simultaneously.

[00133] Optionally, the activation area of the local foider specifically may be an area used to
display the local folder, and when the network-side file dragged by the user overlaps with the
local folder at the end of the dragging, it can be determined that the network-side file is within

the active area of the local folder, and then the subsequent downloading process is triggered.

[00134] For example, as shown in Figure 10, the network-side files for browsing as well as
available local folders are displayed simultaneously on the same interface of the Tablet PC. The
network-side file to be uploaded can be dragged by the user to the respective local folder by a
long pressing and dragging gesture. As shown in Figure 10, to upload the network-side file 05 to
the local folder 1, the user long presses the network-side file 05, drags the network-side file 05
to the activation area of the local folder 1 without releasing his/her hand, and then releases
his/her hand.

[00135] In the step 906, if the network-side file dragged by the user is within the activation
area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, then the user is prompted to choose whether

to confirm or cancel downloading of the network-side file to the local folder.

[00136] Specifically, the tablet PC may enable a pop-up downloading prompt box, in order to
prompt the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the downloading of the network-side

file to the local folder, here, the user can chose to confirm or cancel the downloading.

[00137] In the step 907, the choice result on the downloading that is made by the user in
response to the prompt is received, and it is determined whether the result is to confirm the

downloading, and if so, the step 908 is performed, otherwise, the step 909 is performed.

[00138] Specifically, if the user chooses to confirm the downloading, then the downloading is
confirmed, and if the user chooses to cancel the downloading, then the downloading is cancelled
(see steps 908 and 909 for details).
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[00139] In the step 908, if the confirmation on the downloading that is made by the user in
response to the prompt is received, then the network-side file is downloaded to the local folder,

and the method is ended.

[00140] The downloading of the network-side file is started, and the method is ended after the

downloading is completed.

[00141] In the step 909, if it is determined that the network-side file dragged by the use is not
within the activation area local folder at the end of the dragging, or that the cancellation on the
downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received, then the

network-side file is returned to its original position, and the method is ended.

[00142] Specifically, through a sliding animation, the network-side file is automatically moved

back to its original position, and the method is ended.

[00143] It should be noted that in the embodiments of the present invention, the network-side
file may specifically be, but not limited to, a photo in a network album, and the local folder may

specifically be, but not limited to, a local album.

[00144] In the method provided by the embodiment of the invention, the local folders and the
network-side files are simultaneously displayed on the same interface of the tablet PC, so that
the user can simultaneously preview the network-side files and the local folders, so as to
facilitate the positioning made by the user; with the long pressing and dragging gesture
commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad, the user is allowed to drag the file across both
areas of a network folder and a local folder by way of a dragging action, so that the
network-side file to be uploaded can be dragged to the activation area of the local folder, and the
downloading of the network-side file to the local folder is performéd after the downloading is
confirmed by the user, that is, the downloading is implemented through merely a single drag
action, which leads to less steps requiring for a response from the user, less time consumption,
an improved efficiency, and hence improvement of the user experience, with comparison with
the downloading of the file in the prior art. Further, it is easy for a user to get started with and
conduct the long pressing and dragging gesture which is commonly used in the tablet PC such
as the iPad.

[00145] A sixth embodiment

[00146] The embodiment of the invention provides a device for downloading files to
implement the method shown in Figure 9. The device is applicable to a portable multifunction
apparatus with a touch screen, such as a tablet PC and a mobile phone with a touch screen,

specifically such as the iPad and the iPhone. Referring to Figure 11, the device includes:

[00147] a first determination module 1101 for determining whether a network-side file dragged
14



10

15

20

25

30

English transiation of PCT/CN2012/080212

by a user is within an activation area of a local folder at the end of the dragging;

[00148] a prompt module 1102 for prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel
downloading of the network-side file to the local folder when the first determination module
1101 determines that the network-side file dragged by the user is within the activation area of

the local folder at the end of the dragging; and

[00149] an downloading module 1103 for downloading the network-side file to the local folder
when the confirmation on the downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt

from the prompt module 1102 is received.

[00150] Specifically, local folders and a plurality of network-side files may be simultancously
displayed on the same interface of the Tablet PC, so that the user can simultaneously preview
the plurality of network-side files and the local folders

[00151] Further, referring to Figure 12, the device also includes:

[00152] a second determination module 1104, which is used for determining, before the first
determination module 1101 determines whether the network-side file dragged by the user is
within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, whether the

network-side file is long pressed by the user through a touch screen; and

[00153] a third determination module 1105, which is used for determining, when the second
determination module 1104 determines that the network-side file is long pressed by the user
through the touch screen, whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the
user while the network-side file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture, and if

so, the first determination module 1101 is operated.

[00154] Optionally, referring to Figure 13, the device further includes:

[00155] a display module 1106 for displaying a thumbnail of the network-side file by means of
a floating animation when the third determination module 1105 determines that the touch screen
being pressed by the user is released by the user.

[00156] Optionally, referring to Figure 14, the device further includes:

[00157] a return module 1107, which is used for returning the network-side file to its original
location, when the first determination module 1101 determines that the network-side file
dragged by the user is not within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging,
or that the cancellation on the downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt
from the prompt module 1102 is received.

[00158] In the device provided by the embodiment of the invention, the local folders and the

network-side files are simultaneously dispiayed on the same interface of the tablet PC, so that

15
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the user can simultaneously preview the network-side files and the local folders, so as to
facilitate the positioning made by the user; with the long pressing and dragging gesture
commonly used in the tablet PC such as the iPad, the user is allowed to drag the file across both
areas of a network folder and a local folder by way of a dragging action, so that the
network-side file to be uploaded can be dragged to the activation area of the local folder, and the
downloading of the network-side file to the local folder is performed after the downloading is
confirmed by the user, that is, the downloading is implemented through merely a single drag
action, which leads to less steps requiring for a response from the user, less time consumption,
an improved efficiency, and hence improvement of the user experience, with comparison with
the downloading of the file in the prior art. Further, it is easy for a user to get started with and
conduct the long pressing and dragging gesture which is commonly used in the tablet PC such
as the iPad.

[00159] It should be noted that the device for uploading and downloading files as provided in
above embodiments is divided illustratively into the above functional modules for uploading
and downloading files. In practical applications, the above functions can be assigned to and
implemented by different functional modules as desired, that is, the internal structure of the
device may be divided into different functional modules to implement all or part of the
functions described above. In addition, the device for uploading and downloading files
embodies a concept the same as that of the method for uploading and downloading files as
provided in the above-described embodiments, and specific implementation process thereof is
not described again hereinafter and reference may be made to the embodiment of the method.
[00160] The sequence numbers of the embodiments of the present invention are just for
description, and do not represent the superiority of the embodiments.

[00161] It can be understood by those skilled in the art that all or part of the steps in the above
embodiments can be implemented by hardware, or by relevant hardware instructed by a
program which may be stored in a computer-readable storage medium, and the storage medium
mentioned above may be a Read-Only Memory, a magnetic or optical disk, etc.

[00162] The foregoing just introduced preferred embodiments of the present invention, and is
not intended to limit the invention. Any modification, equivalent replacement, improvement,
etc., made within the principle of the present invention shall fall in the protection scope of the

present invention.

Industrial Applicability

[00163] Through the long pressing and dragging gesture commeonly used in the tablet PC such
16
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as the iPad, the user is allowed to drag the file across both areas of a local folder and a network
folder, so that the local file to be uploaded can be dragged to the activation area of the network
folder, or the network-side file to be downloaded can be dragged to the activation area of the
local folder, and the uploading or downloading is implemented after the confirmation made by
the user, that is, the uploading or downloading is implemented through merely a single drag
action, which leads to less steps requiring for a response from the user, less time consumption,
an improved efficiency, and hence improvement of the user experience, with comparison with
the uploading and downloading of the file in the prior art. Further, it is easy for a user to get
started with and conduct the long pressing and dragging gesture which is commonly used in the
tablet PC such as the iPad.
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CLAIMS

1. A method for uploading files, which is suitable for any portable multifunction apparatus with
a touch screen, comprising steps of:

determining whether a local file dragged by a user is within an activation area of a network
folder at the end of the dragging;

if so, then prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the uploading of the
local file to the network folder; and

uploading the local file to the network folder if the confirmation on the uploading that is
made by the user in response to the prompt is received.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein before the step of determining whether the local file dragged

by the user is within the activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, the

method further comprises steps of:
determining whether the local file is long pressed by the user through a touch screen;

if so, then determining whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the

user while the local file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture; and

if so, then performing the step of determining whether the local file dragged by the user is
within the activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging.
3. The method of claim 2, wherein the method further comprises a step of:

displaying a thumbnail of the local file by means of a floating animation if it is determined
that the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises a step of:

returning the local file to its original location, if it is determined that the local file dragged by
the user is not within the activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, or that
the cancellation on the uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received
5. A device for uploading files, which is suitable for any portable multifunction apparatus with a

touch screen, comprising:

a first determination module for determining whether a local file dragged by a user is within

an activation area of a network folder at the end of the dragging;

a prompt module for prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the
uploading of the local file to the network folder when the first determination module determines
that the local file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the network folder at the

end of the dragging; and
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an uploading module for uploading the local file to the network folder when the confirmation
on the uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt from the prompt module is

received.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the device further comprises:

a second determination module, which is used for determining, before the first determination
module determines whether the local file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the
network folder at the end of the dragging, whether the local file is long pressed by the user
through a touch screen; and

a third determination module, which is used for determining, when the second determination
meodule determines that the local file is long pressed by the user through the touch screen,
whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user while the local file is

being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture, and if so, the first determination module
is operated.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein the device further comprises:

a display module for displaying a thumbnail of the local file by means of a floating animation
when the third determination module determines that the touch screen being pressed by the user

is released by the user.
8. The device of claim 3, wherein the device further comprises:

a return module, which is used for returning the local file to its original location, when the
first determination module determines that the local file dragged by the user is not within the
activation area of the network folder at the end of the dragging, or that the cancellation on the
uploading that is made by the user in response to the prompt from the prompt module is
received.

9. A method for downloading files, which is suitable for any portable multifunction apparatus
with a touch screen, comprising steps of:

determining whether a network-side file dragged by a user is within an activation area of a

local folder at the end of the dragging;
if so, then prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the downloading of the

network-side file to the local folder; and

downloading the network-side file to the local folder if the confirmation on the downloading
that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received.
10. The method of claim 9, wherein before the step of determining whether the network-side file
dragged by the user is within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging,

the method further comprises steps of:
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determining whether the network-side file is long pressed by the user through a touch screen;
if so, then determining whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the
user while the network-side file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture; and

if so, then performing the step of determining whether the network-side file dragged by the
user is within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the method further comprises a step of:

displaying a thumbnail of the network-side file by means of a floating animation if it is

determined that the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user.
12. The method of claim 9, wherein the method further comprises a step of:

returning the network-side file to its original location, if it is determined that the network-side
file dragged by the user is not within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the
dragging, or that the cancellation on the downloading that is made by the user in response to the

prompt is received.
13. A device for downloading files, which is suitable for any portable multifunction apparatus
with a touch screen, comprising:

a first determination module for determining whether a network-side file dragged by a user is

within an activation area of a local folder at the end of the dragging;

a prompt module for prompting the user to choose whether to confirm or cancel the
downloading of the network-side file to the local folder when the first determination module
determines that the network-side file dragged by the user is within the activation area of the

local folder at the end of the dragging; and

a downloading module for downloading the network-side file to the local folder when the

confirmation on the downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received.
14. The device of claim 13, wherein the device further comprises:

a second determination module, which is used for determining, before the first determination
module determines whether the network-side file dragged by the user is within the activation
area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, whether the network-side file is long pressed

by the user through a touch screen; and

a third determination module, which is used for determining, when the second determination
module determines that the network-side file is long pressed by the user through the touch
screen, whether the touch screen being pressed by the user is released by the user while the
network-side file is being dragged by the user through a dragging gesture, and if so, the first
determination module is operated.
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15. The device of claim 14, wherein the device further comprises:

a display module for displaying a thumbnail of the network-side file by means of a floating
animation when the third determination module determines that the touch screen being pressed
by the user is released by the user.

16. The device of claim 13, wherein the device further comprises:

a return module, which is used for returning the network-side file to its original location,
when the first determination module determines that the network-side file dragged by the user is
not within the activation area of the local folder at the end of the dragging, or that the

cancellation on the downloading that is made by the user in response to the prompt is received.
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