
An on-screen display system for displaying    instructions for guiding a
user to utilize various features of a  5 consumer electronics product such
as a television receiver or VCR,    includes a memory (21) for storing both
uncompressed text data    and compressed text data, and an associated
microprocessor (19)    for retrieving the text data, decompressing it if
necessary, and    presenting it to a display buffer (23). Text data
compression is in 10 part accomplished by a dictionary containing text data
representing commonly used text "strings" comprising one or    more words
which is stored in the memory (21). Code words    related to the location
of respective dictionary entries in memory    are substituted for
respective uncompressed text data. Text data 15 compression is also
accomplished by substituting a format change    code word indicating that
adjacent text data representing a first    string of text with a first
format, such as all lower case or mixed    case, is to be converted to text
data representing a second string    of text with a second format, such as
all upper case or title case. 20 In this way, text data representing text
differing only in format    only needs to be stored once. The format change
code word is    employed both in the uncompressed text data portion of the
memory and in the dictionary portion of the memory and the text    data,
whether uncompressed or compressed, is retrieved and 25 formatted for
display in the same manner.     Figure 1    


