ABSTRACT A franme nmenory/prediction picture generator (108) selects

one conbination froma plurality of conbinations prepared in advance, each

conbi nation including at |east one reference picture nunbermmﬁ
e

predictive paranmeter, and generates a prediction picture si nmﬂwmwmmmn
accordance with the reference picture nunber and predictiv paggg; er of

the selected conbination. A variable-length encoder (111) encot

guanti zati on orthogonal transformation coefficient informati

associated with a predictive error signal of the predictioiﬂ@m mn NHM@naI
(212) with respect to an input vidgogskgrak glgog, node i 13)
i ndi cati ng an encodi ng node, vector information (214), and i ndexGooooz
information (215) indegahéngehbey3pbeat edisaniipati-anqehthesefenance

pi cture nunber and predictive paraneter.

selects one combination from a plurality of
combinations prepared in advance, each combination

5 including at least one reference picture number and a
predictive parameter, and generates a prediction
picture signal (212) in accordance with the reference
picture number and predictive parameter of the selected
combination. A variable-length encoder (111) encodes

10 quantization orthogonal transformation coefficient
information (210) associated with a predictive error
signal of the prediction picture signal (212) with
respect to an input video signal (100), mode
information (213) indicating an encoding mode, vector

15 information (214), and index information (215)
indicating the selected combination of the reference

picture number and predictive parameter.



