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Abstract: A method (400) and an apparatus for  AVC
intra prediction to code digital video compris- 



ing a plurality of pictures are disclosed. The method
comprises the steps of: generating (410) edge direc-
tional information for each intra block of a digital
pic- ture; and choosing (420) most probable intra
predic tion modes for rate distortion optimisation
dependent  upon the generated edge directional
information. The  edge directional information may be
generated by ap plying at least one edge operator to
the digital picture.  The edge direction histogram may
sum up the ampli- tudes of pixels with similar 15
directions in the block.  The method may further
comprise the step of intra cod- ing (430) a block of
the digital picture using the chosen  most probable
intra prediction modes.   


