
METHOD FOR REDUCING THE NAPHTHENIC ACID CONTENT OF CRUDE OIL AND ITS
FRACTIONS  Abstract:   The present invention relates to a process for
reducing naphthenic acid content of crude oils and its fractions in the
presence of an aqueous base selected from Group IA and HA hydroxides and
ammonium hydroxide and mixtures thereof, a phase  transfer agent at a
temperature and pressure effective to produce a treated petroleum feed
having a decreased naphthenic acid content  and an aqueous phase containing
naphthenate salts, phase transfer agent and base. 


