IN THE CLAIMS:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium storing instructions executable by

a comput%r system, the non-transitory computer-readable storage medium comprising

instructions to®
at a computer system:
receive“ﬁgpeciﬁed search topic from a user’s personal computer, laptop, tablet,
‘%

sma\g\tphone or other computing device or terminal;
for the spec:f%d search topic, search one or more social media networks, news
or other wi bsites, blogs or blogging websites and/or e-commerce sites to

kY

identify mes%ges posted to the one or more social media or other

websites related“tithe specified topic;

%,
receive a selection of one ok more attributes potentially associated with each of

the identified messages“ rom the remote computer;

classify each of the identified meé‘;gfes according to the one or more selected

%

attributes; ‘\

generate a visual representation indicati&a quantity of the identified messages

classified according to the one or more selected attributes; and
%
cause the visual representation to be provided toithe remote computer.

%~

2. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of cléf‘m 1, wherein the one or

%
more selected attributes includes a time at which each of the identified mgegssages was posted.
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3. The, non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 2, wherein the
selection of the one or more attributes enables a further selection as to a range of times at

%,
which each of th&jdentiﬁed messages was posted.

\‘a
ﬂx‘zy
4, The non-transité{y computer-readable storage medium of claim 2, wherein the visual
AY

%

representation includes a\ﬁraph indicating a number of the identified messages that were

posted during each of a numb“e{ of time periods.
iﬁ

%

x"a
\
\
5. The non-transitory computersreadable storage medium of claim 4, wherein the graph
%Ks
includes a histogram. N\
%g
"&,&“
x\
6. The non-transitory computer-readablé\étorage medium of claim 1, wherein the one or
\

1

more selected attributes includes a geolocation\‘*{rom which each of the identified messages

was posted. N
AY
Y
7. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 6, wherein the

5

selection of the one or more selected attributes enables a fu?t@er selection as to a plurality of

geolocations to be included.

8. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of clair%\\6, wherein the visual

Y,

representation includes a map indicating a quantity of the identified Fﬁessages that were

posted from each of a plurality of geolocations.
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9. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 6, wherein the visual

representation includes a graph indicating a quantity of the identified messages that were
Y,

posted from ea of a plurality of geolocations.

10.  The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 6, wherein the
geolocation includes oneiof a local community, a municipality, a state, a province, a region, a

nation, and a continent,

11, The non-transitory compu%“er—readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the selected

attribute includes one of relationships and flows between entities participating in the one or

more social media networks.

12, The non-transitory computer-readable'storage medium of claim 11, wherein the visual

representation includes a social network visualization representing one of the relationship and

% . .
the flows between the entities participating in the one or more social media networks.

13.  The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further comprising
parsing content of each of the identified messages to determine the one or more attributes

from the content of each of the identified messages.
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\

14, \The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 13, wherein the one or
X .

%&

more attﬁbutes includes a sentiment indicating one of a favorable attitude toward the specified

\v,
topic, a ne&tﬁvral attitude toward the specified topic, and an unfavorable attitude toward the
K\K
specified topic.\,
E‘%“&

%,
%

X
15. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 14, wherein the visual
%

%

representation includes%“a1 graph indicating a quantity of the identified messages indicating one

of the favorable attitude ta\gard the specified topic, the neutral attitude toward the topic and

Ay

the unfavorable attitude towa?% the topic.
\

\(xﬁ
N

16. The non-transitory computeﬁ{eadable storage medium of claim 14, further comprising
5
calculating a subjectivity index indicative of what proportion of the identified messages indicate
%,

either the favorable attitude toward the Epeciﬁed topic and the unfavorable attitude toward
|

the specified topic as compared to a total ofthe identified messages that indicate any of the
favorable attitude toward the specified topic, the neutral attitude toward the specified topic,

and the unfavorable attitude toward the specified tégic.

%
%
.

)
%

17. The non-transitory computer-readable storage Kmedium of claim 16, wherein the

subjectivity index, |, is calculated according to an equation inélyding:

I = (Total Favorable + Total Negative)/{Total Favorable + Total ﬁggative + Total Neutral),
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wherei Total Favorable includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the

favorable attitude toward the specified topic;

Tégal Unfavorable includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the

unfa‘?i"/grable attitude toward the specified topic; and

Total Neuf’lggl includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the

neutral attitu&g toward the specified topic.

18. The non-transitory comput‘ré{-readable storage medium of claim 16, further comprising

including the subjectivity index in the “i‘/j:sual representation.

19. The non-transitory computer-readabﬁlg storage medium of claim 13, wherein the one or

more attributes includes a language in which each of the identified messages was posted.

20.  The non-transitory computer-readable storag‘{e{medium of claim 19, wherein the visual

representation includes a graph indicating the Iangtfqge in which each of the identified

messages was posted.

21. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 13, wherein the one or

more attributes includes a reference to a future time.
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22.  The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 21, wherein the future
time inclt}’iq‘es at least one of a future time, a future date, or one of a plurality of terms

indicating a st

23. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 22, wherein the
plurality of terms indicating a subsequent time include one or more of soon, later, tonight,

tomorrow, next week, next.month, and next year.

24.  The non-transitory compﬁger-readable storage medium of claim 13, further comprising
semantically analyzing the content of the identified messages based on parsing the content of

each of the identified messages.

25. The non-transitory computer-reada%hje storage medium of claim 24, wherein

semanticaily analyzing the content of the identified messages includes identifying a list of

words most frequently included in the identified me ages.

26. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 24, wherein the list of

words most frequently included in the identified messages includes a predetermined number of

entries.
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27. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, further comprising

3

omittir:;"’gi common connector words from the list of words most frequently included in the

identified lfrgessages.

28. The nonyrlfg'ansitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 27, wherein the

common connector:words to omitted from the list of words most frequently included in the

identified messages in&lydes one or more of and, but, a, an, or, and the.

29. The non-transitory cé‘mputer—readable storage medium of claim 24, further comprising
classifying words included in fhe list of words most frequently included in the identified
messages according to parts of spi‘agch represented by the words included in the list of words

most frequently included in the identi?ied messages.

%

30. The non-transitory computer-readaﬁ{e storage medium of claim 29, wherein the parts
of speech include two or more of nouns, vé{bs, adjectives, adverbs, place names, proper

names, and words indicative of time.

31. The non-transitory computer-readable storage r;'xedium of claim 29, further comprising
determining a quantity of each of the parts of speech re“b{esented in the list of words most

frequently included in the list of identified messages.

23



_The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 31, wherein the
quantit;’“‘pf each of the parts of speech includes a proportion of the part of speech represented

in the list oﬁh*fﬂf{words most frequently included in the list of identified messages.

33. The non—fi’gnsitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 31, further comprising

including in the vi‘éé‘gal representation of the quantity of the words apportioned a pre-

determined ratio of tﬁe parts of speech represented in the list of words most frequently

included in the list of idené“i.\ﬂed messages.

%
X,

34.  The non-transitory com;;'i{ter-readable storage medium of claim 32, further comprising

including in the visual representati}s\n of the quantity of the words apportioned according to a
5

pre-determined ratio of the parts of Epeech represented in the list of words most frequently

\‘g
included in the list of identified messages.,

%
%
%
%

35. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the quantity

of the identified messages classified accordingv\‘t‘o the one or more selected attributes is

%
%

expressed as a total. \

Y
'\’»

36. The non-transitory computer-readable storage mecﬁgm of claim 1, wherein the quantity

%,

of the identified messages classified according to the onéa%.\;or more selected attributes is

expressed as a fraction.

et
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\

\
%
37. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the quantity
N

AN
%

\\- e a g . . .
of the identified messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes is
\“\

expressed as a p‘grcentage.
t“t
‘v\
\

38. The non-transi\fgry computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the visual

X,

representation includes o'hwe of a table, a map, a histogram, a bar graph, a line graph, and pie
\
\
chart. \
\

39. The non-transitory computek"ra;}readable storage medium of claim 38, further comprising
5,

%

receiving an election of a desired type of visual representation from the remote computer.

\'\1
%

N\

40. The non-transitory computer-readabll\é\%storage medium of claim 1, further comprising
causing an advertisement to be provided to the fémote computer based on the specified topic.

5

41. The non-transitory computer-readable storagaéa medium of claim 40, wherein the

)

advertisement is topically related to the specified topic.

42. The non-transitory computer-readable storage mediurﬂkf’\% of claim 40, wherein the

advertisement is selectively associated with the specified topic by an‘:"a‘ydvertiser.

%



43, Tha non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further comprising
causing an advertisement to be provided to the remote computer based on information

accessible about%‘a&user of the remote computer or other computing device.

44,  The non-transitég;y computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further comprising

eliciting remuneration from.a user of the remote computer or other computing device.

45, A computer-implemented\‘method, comprising:

at a server computer system in communication with an Internet enabling

communication with server computers hosting one or more social media networks and a

remote computer:

receiving specification of a topi‘“‘cifrom the remote personal computer, laptop,

tablet, smartphone, or othefﬂ*gzomputing device;
for the specified topic, searching the\"(‘\gne or more social media networks to
identify messages posted to the \Bpe or more social media web sites

related to the specified topic;

receiving a selection of one or more attributes SQtentially associated with each
of the identified messages from the remote cbmputer;

automatically classifying each of the identified messages.according to the one or

more selected attributes;
generating a visual representation indicating a quantity bf the identified

messages classified according to the one or more selected 'éi‘t,“tributes; and
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. causing the visual representation to be provided to the remote computer.

N
%,

46. The comp‘ﬁ%er-implemented method of claim 45, wherein the one or more selected

5

attributes includes a E‘ime at which each of the identified messages was posted.

47. The computer-implégpented method of claim 45, wherein the one or more selected

attributes includes a geolocatiéq from which each of the identified messages was posted.

48, The computer-implemented ﬁw@thod of claim of claim 47, wherein the selected attribute
includes one of relationships and flows Bgtween entities participating in the one or more social

media networks.

49, The computer-implemented method of cfi’aj»m 45, further comprising parsing content of
each of the identified messages to determine the oy"h,;‘,e or more attributes from the content of

each of the identified messages.

50. The computer-implemented method of claim 49, whégein the one or more attributes
includes a sentiment indicating one of a favorable attitude towa;"z‘dé’the specified topic, a neutral

attitude toward the specified topic, and an unfavorable attitude towwégd the specified topic.

51. The computer-implemented method of claim 50, wherein the sen‘ii{ment is determined

to include the neutral attitude toward the specified topic when the E‘sgntiment is not



\"\
\\
determinked to indicate either the favorable attitude toward the specified topic or the

"x%
unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic.

\,\
\.
‘Vﬁ_"

52. The comﬁ&\ter—imp!emented method of claim 50, further comprising calculating a

subjectivity index inc?igative of what proportion of the identified messages indicate either the
favorable attitude towar&d&the specified topic and the unfavorable attitude toward the specified

topic as compared to a to%al of the identified messages that indicate any of the favorable

X,

attitude toward the specified %‘gpic, the neutral attitude toward the specified topic, and the

unfavorable attitude toward the s;ﬁé\‘ciﬂed topic.
‘\

\

\K

N

53. The computer-implemented meth%d of claim 52, wherein the subjectivity index, I, is

N,
%

'
calculated according to an equation including:

5
I = (Total Favorable + Total Negative)/(Total Favorable + Total Negative + Total Neutral),

\

X
5,
N

5
wherein: Total Favorable includes a quantity of&"t\he identified messages indicating the

"\
%

. AN
favorable attitude toward the specified topnc;\

"

5,
Total Unfavorable includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the
X
\
unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic; and \\

*
AY
A

\\

\
Total Neutral includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the

neutral attitude toward the specified topic. \
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54. The computer-implemented method of claim 52, further comprising including the

subjectivityii‘qdex in the visual representation.

%
%,

%

55.  The comp&t@r—implemented method of claim 49, wherein the one or more attributes

includes a language il which each of the identified messages was posted.

56. The computer—implé‘mented method of claim 55, wherein the visual representation
includes a graph indicating thea}gnguage in which each of the identified messages was posted.
57. The computer-implemented ﬁgethod of claim 49, wherein the one or more attributes

includes a reference to a future time.

58.  The computer-implemented method o?}f;iyclaim 57, wherein the future time includes at
least one of a future time, a future date, or one of a plurality of terms indicating a subsequent

time.

%

59. The computer-implemented method of claim 58, wherein the plurality of terms
indicating a subsequent time include one or more of soon, Iaté{, tonight, tomorrow, next week,

next month, and next year, or specific dates, points, or ranges of f‘i(ne.
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60. The computer-implemented method of claim 49, further comprising semantically
analyzing the content of the identified messages based on parsing the content of each of the

identified meg"sgges.

61. The computé(—implemented method of claim 60, wherein semantically analyzing the

content of the identiﬁea,,‘_,messages includes identifying a list of words maost frequently included

in the identified messages. .

62. The computer-implemen‘%e&d method of claim 61, wherein the list of words most
frequently included in the identified\'messages includes a predetermined number of entries.
63. The computer-implemented methc}"e{ of claim 61, further comprising omitting common

connector words from the list of words most ffequenﬂy included in the identified messages.

64.  The computer-implemented method of clain';*‘6i3, wherein the common connector words
to omitted from the list of words most frequently incld“d\ed in the identified messages includes

one or more of and, but, 3, an, or, and the.

65. The computer-implemented method of claim 61, furthe\}:a;“comprising classifying words
included in the list of words most frequently included in the identiﬁgd messages according to
parts of speech represented by the words included in the list of words most frequently included

in the identified messages.
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66. The computer-implemented method of claim of claim 65, wherein the parts of speech

, \, L
include two ‘or more of nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, place names, proper names, and

words indicativeitime.

\

\
67. The computer-implemented method of claim 65, further comprising determining a

quantity of each of the\p{;urts of speech represented in the list of words most frequently

Y

included in the list of identiﬁed\messages.

\

\

68. The computer—implemented\vethod of claim 67, wherein the quantity of each of the
N
AN

parts of speech includes a proportion bf the part of speech represented in the list of words

most frequently included in the list of ident?fied messages.
AY

%,

S
5
y

69.  The computer-implemented method of claim 67, further comprising including in the
kY

A

\
visual representation the quantity of the parts of spegch represented in the list of words most

AN

frequently included in the list of identified messages.

A
Y
%
LY

N
70.  The computer-implemented method of claim 45, wheréip the quantity of the identified
k‘.
\‘»
messages classified according to the one or more selected attributé&is expressed as a total.

\\
A
5

%

\’2
71. The computer-implemented method of claim 45, wherein the quantity of the identified

AN
messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes is expressed as a fraction.

&‘(
5

5,
kY
y
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\
72.  The computer-implemented method of claim 45, wherein the quantity of the identified

messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes is expressed as a
A

\
percentage. \\i
N\
3\

73. The computer—imk{emented method of claim 45, wherein the visual representation

%

%

\
includes one of a table, a mafx, a histogram, a bar graph, a line graph, and pie chart.

5

\

5
74, The computer—implemente‘q\ method of claim 45, further comprising causing an
\
advertisement to be provided to the ré“gwote computer based on the specified topic.

A

x\:
‘%‘K
75.  The computer-implemented method %agf claim 74, wherein the advertisement is topically

N\
related to the specified topic.

A
RN

€

76. The computer-implemented method of cIa%;;n 74, wherein the advertisement is

selectively associated with the specified topic by an adve&iser.
%

‘Kw

S
A o

o

77. The computer-implemented method of claim 45, %f’q\rther comprising causing an

5,

\
advertisement to be provided to the remote computer based on information accessible about a
\

user of the remote computer.
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%,

78.  The x‘c«gmputer-implemented method of claim 45, further comprising eliciting

A
5,

remuneration fr&tp a user of the remote computer.
5\

Y
\ﬁ
Y
AN

79. The computer-iﬁplemented method of claim 45, wherein the advertisement is
%
‘c

selectively displayed wherfa‘predetermined levels of virality, popularity, and/or polarity are

reached for a specific topic. X

points or credits by using the system.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium storing instructions
executable by a computer system, the non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
comprising instructions to:
at a computer system:
receive specified search topic from a user's personal computer, laptop,
tablet, smartphone, or other computing device or terminal;
for the specified search topic, search one or more social media networks,
news or other websites, blogs or blogging websites and/or e-commerce sites to
identify messages posted to the one or more social media or other websites
related to the specified topic;
receive a selection of one or more attributes potentially associated with
each of the identified messages from the remote computer;
classify each of the identified messages according to the one or more
selected attributes;
generate a visual representation indicating a quantity of the identified
messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes;
cause the visual representation to be provided to the remote computer;
parsing content of each of the identified messages to determine the one or
more attributes from the content of each of the identified messages, wherein the
one or more attributes includes a sentiment indicating one of a favorable attitude
toward the specified topic, a neutral attitude toward the specified topic, and an
unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic, calculating a subjectivity index
indicative of what proportion of the identified messages indicate either the
favorable attitude toward the specified topic and the unfavorable attitude toward
the specified topic as compared to a total of the identified messages that indicate
any of the favorable attitude toward the specified topic, the neutral attitude toward
the specified topic, and the unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic;
wherein the subjectivity index, |, is calculated according to an equation
including:
I=(Total Favorable+Total Negative)/(Total Favorable+Total Negative+Total
Neutral),
and wherein: Total Favorable includes a quantity of the identified messages

indicating the favorable attitude toward the specified topic;
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Total Unfavorable includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the
unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic; and
Total Neutral includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the neutral

attitude toward the specified topic.

2. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the
one or more selected attributes includes a time at which each of the identified messages

was posted.

3. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 2, wherein the
selection of the one or more attributes enables a further selection as to a range of times

at which each of the identified messages was posted.

4, The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 2, wherein the
visual representation includes a graph indicating a number of the identified messages that

were posted during each of a number of time periods.

5. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 4, wherein the

graph includes a histogram.

6. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the
one or more selected attributes includes a geolocation from which each of the identified

messages was posted.

7. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 6, wherein the
selection of the one or more selected attributes enables a further selection as to a

plurality of geolocations to be included.

8. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 6, wherein the
visual representation includes a map indicating a quantity of the identified messages that

were posted from each of a plurality of geolocations.
9. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 6, wherein the

visual representation includes a graph indicating a quantity of the identified messages

that were posted from each of a plurality of geolocations.
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10. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 6, wherein the
geolocation includes one of a local community, a municipality, a state, a province, a

region, a nation, and a continent.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the
selected attribute includes one of relationships and flows between entities participating in

the one or more social media networks.

12. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 11, wherein the
visual representation includes a social network visualization representing one of the
relationship and the flows between the entities participating in the one or more social

media networks.

13. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 12, wherein the
visual representation includes a graph indicating a quantity of the identified messages
indicating one of the favorable attitude toward the specified topic, the neutral attitude

toward the topic and the unfavorable attitude toward the topic.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further

comprising including the subjectivity index in the visual representation.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the

one or more attributes includes a language in which each of the identified messages was

posted.

16. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 15, wherein the
visual representation includes a graph indicating the language in which each of the

identified messages was posted.

17. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the

one or more attributes includes a reference to a future time.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 17, wherein the
future time includes at least one of a future time, a future date, or one of a plurality of

terms indicating a subsequent time.
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19. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 18, wherein the
plurality of terms indicating a subsequent time include one or more of soon, later, tonight,

tomorrow, next week, next month, and next year.

20. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further
comprising semantically analyzing the content of the identified messages based on

parsing the content of each of the identified messages.

21. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 20, wherein
semantically analyzing the content of the identified messages includes identifying a list of

words most frequently included in the identified messages.

22. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 20, wherein the
list of words most frequently included in the identified messages includes a

predetermined number of entries.

23. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 21, further
comprising omitting common connector words from the list of words most frequently

included in the identified messages.

24. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 23, wherein the
common connector words to omitted from the list of words most frequently included in the

identified messages includes one or more of and, but, a, an, or, and the.

25. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 20, further
comprising classifying words included in the list of words most frequently included in the
identified messages according to parts of speech represented by the words included in

the list of words most frequently included in the identified messages.

26. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, wherein the
parts of speech include two or more of nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, place names,

proper names, and words indicative of time.

27. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, further
comprising determining a quantity of each of the parts of speech represented in the list of

words most frequently included in the list of identified messages.
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28. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 27, wherein the
quantity of each of the parts of speech includes a proportion of the part of speech

represented in the list of words most frequently included in the list of identified messages.

29. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 27, further
comprising including in the visual representation of the quantity of the words apportioned
a pre-determined ratio of the parts of speech represented in the list of words most

frequently included in the list of identified messages.

30. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 28, further
comprising including in the visual representation of the quantity of the words apportioned
according to a pre-determined ratio of the parts of speech represented in the list of words

most frequently included in the list of identified messages.

31. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the
quantity of the identified messages classified according to the one or more selected

attributes is expressed as a total.

32. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the
quantity of the identified messages classified according to the one or more selected

attributes is expressed as a fraction.

33. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the
quantity of the identified messages classified according to the one or more selected

attributes is expressed as a percentage.

34. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, wherein the
visual representation includes one of a table, a map, a histogram, a bar graph, a line

graph, and pie chart.

35. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 34, further
comprising receiving an election of a desired type of visual representation from the

remote computer.

36. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further
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comprising causing an advertisement to be provided to the remote computer based on

the specified topic.

37. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 36, wherein the

advertisement is topically related to the specified topic.

38. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 36, wherein the

advertisement is selectively associated with the specified topic by an advertiser.

39. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further
comprising causing an advertisement to be provided to the remote computer based on

information accessible about a user of the remote computer or other computing device.

40. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, further
comprising eliciting remuneration from a user of the remote computer or other computing

device.

41, A computer-implemented method, comprising:
at a server computer system in communication with an Internet enabling
communication with server computers hosting one or more social media networks and a
remote computer:
receiving for a specified topic from the remote personal computer, laptop,
tablet, smartphone, or other computing device;
for the specified topic, searching the one or more social media networks to
identify messages posted to the one or more social media web sites related to the
specified topic;
receiving a selection of one or more attributes potentially associated with
each of the identified messages from the remote computer;
automatically classifying each of the identified messages according to the
one or more selected attributes;
generating a visual representation indicating a quantity of the identified
messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes;
causing the visual representation to be provided to the remote computer;
parsing content of each of the identified messages to determine the one or
more attributes from the content of each of the identified messages wherein the

one or more attributes includes a sentiment indicating one of a favorable attitude
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toward the specified topic, a neutral attitude toward the specified tonic, and an
unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic;
calculating a subjectivity index indicative of what proportion of the
identified messages indicate either the favorable attitude toward the specified
topic and the unfavorable attitude toward the specified tonic as compared to a
total of the identified messages that indicate any of the favorable attitude toward
the specified topic, the neutral attitude toward the specified tonic, and the
unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic; and
wherein the subjectivity index, |, is calculated according to an equation
including:
I=(Total Favorable+Total Negative)/(Total Favorable+Total Negative+Total
Neutral), and
wherein:
Total Favorable includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the
favorable attitude toward the specified topic;
Total Unfavorable includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the
unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic; and
Total Neutral includes a quantity of the identified messages indicating the neutral

attitude toward the specified topic.

42. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the one or more selected

attributes includes a time at which each of the identified messages was posted.

43. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the one or more selected

attributes includes a geolocation from which each of the identified messages was posted.

44, The computer-implemented method of claim of claim 43, wherein the selected
attribute includes one of relationships and flows between entities participating in the one

or more social media networks.

45, The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the sentiment is
determined to include the neutral attitude toward the specified topic when the sentiment is
not determined to indicate either the favorable attitude toward the specified topic or the

unfavorable attitude toward the specified topic.

46. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, further comprising including the
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subjectivity index in the visual representation.

47. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the one or more

attributes includes a language in which each of the identified messages was posted.

48. The computer-implemented method of claim 47, wherein the visual representation
includes a graph indicating the language in which each of the identified messages was

posted.

49. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the one or more

attributes includes a reference to a future time.

50. The computer-implemented method of claim 49, wherein the future time includes
at least one of a future time, a future date, or one of a plurality of terms indicating a

subsequent time.

51. The computer-implemented method of claim 50, wherein the plurality of terms
indicating a subsequent time include one or more of soon, later, tonight, tomorrow, next

week, next month, and next year, or specific dates, points, or ranges of time.

52. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, further comprising semantically
analyzing the content of the identified messages based on parsing the content of each of

the identified messages.

53. The computer-implemented method of claim 52, wherein semantically analyzing
the content of the identified messages includes identifying a list of words most frequently

included in the identified messages.

54. The computer-implemented method of claim 53, wherein the list of words most
frequently included in the identified messages includes a predetermined number of

entries.

55. The computer-implemented method of claim 53, further comprising omitting
common connector words from the list of words most frequently included in the identified

messages.

24




56. The computer-implemented method of claim 55, wherein the common connector
words to omitted from the list of words most frequently included in the identified

messages includes one or more of and, but, a, an, or, and the.

57. The computer-implemented method of claim 53, further comprising classifying
words included in the list of words most frequently included in the identified messages
according to parts of speech represented by the words included in the list of words most

frequently included in the identified messages.

58. The computer-implemented method of claim of claim 57, wherein the parts of
speech include two or more of nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, place names, proper

names, and words indicative of time.

59. The computer-implemented method of claim 57, further comprising determining a
quantity of each of the parts of speech represented in the list of words most frequently

included in the list of identified messages.

60. The computer-implemented method of claim 59, wherein the quantity of each of
the parts of speech includes a proportion of the part of speech represented in the list of

words most frequently included in the list of identified messages.

61. The computer-implemented method of claim 59, further comprising including in
the visual representation the quantity of the parts of speech represented in the list of

words most frequently included in the list of identified messages.

62. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the quantity of the
identified messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes is

expressed as a total.

63. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the quantity of the
identified messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes is

expressed as a fraction.

64. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the quantity of the
identified messages classified according to the one or more selected attributes is
expressed as a percentage.
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65. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the visual representation

includes one of a table, a map, a histogram, a bar graph, a line graph, and pie chart.

66. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, further comprising causing an

advertisement to be provided to the remote computer based on the specified topic.

67. The computer-implemented method of claim 66, wherein the advertisement is

topically related to the specified topic.

68. The computer-implemented method of claim 66, wherein the advertisement is

selectively associated with the specified topic by an advertiser.

69. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, further comprising causing an
advertisement to be provided to the remote computer based on information accessible

about a user of the remote computer.

70. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, further comprising eliciting

remuneration from a user of the remote computer.

71. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the advertisement is
selectively displayed when predetermined levels of virality, popularity, and/or polarity are

reached for a specific topic.

72. The computer-implemented method of claim 41, wherein the user can earn loyalty

points or credits by using the system.
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