
(57) Abstract        The invention relates to an assay system for
conducting elevated temperature reactions in a fluid-tight manner within a
reaction chamber, the assay system comprising: (a) a first assembly
comprising the reaction chamber, and (b) a second assembly for temperature
control, wherein the second assembly can be positioned adjacent to the
reaction chamber. More particularly, the invention relates to an assay
system comprising (a) a reaction chamber having a cover formed of a
deformable material and (b) a mechanism for rapidly adjusting the
temperature of the reaction chamber.    


