VEST AND POCKET FASTENI NG SYSTEM BACKGROUND OF THE

| NVENTI ON The present invention relates generally to a
fastener for attaching objects to garnments, and, nore
particularly, to a fastening systemthat securely
nount s renovabl e pockets to an outer surface of a
vest. It is well recognized that certain types of
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Examples of previous types of fastening systems used to
removably attach pockets to a garment include the use of hook
and 1loop fasteners, keepers with slides, buttons, snap
fasteners, and soft snap devices. Generally, the problems
associated with these past methods and devices are the
creation of unstable loads, unreliability, expense, oOr
difficulty in manipulation. In addition, past systems also
could be bulky and uncomfortable to the user.

A removable pocket allows the user to tailor their
Jarment to best fit their needs, replace worn out pockets, or
axchange pockets more suitable for a particular application.
Another prior method for attaching a removable pocket to a
jarment includes the use of a flexible, yet somewhat rigid
strap being attached to the pocket and threaded or interwoven
>etween a plurality of horizontal webbings sewn onto the outer




Strap being attached to the pocket and threaded or
interwoven )etween a plurality of horizontal webbings
sewn onto the outer surface of the vest. A problem
associated with this technique is the difficulty and
time consum ng nature of threading straps through a
plurality of webbings to secure the pocket to the
garnent. Consequently, a need exists for an inproved
fasteni ng systemto attach renovabl e pockets to the
surfagerof sthe acesbf aAgarobhemwasshcistedsyith thésatiechnique
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on an end of the fastener. A plurality of fasteners, also
referred to herein as clips, would be positioned along the
back surface of the pocket and would be threaded through the
webbing loops on the vest to attach the pockets. The clips
have two legs, a tab, a hook and a latch so that the latch by
thumb pressure engages the hook to close and secure the latch
to the webbing on the vest. The tab can be manipulated by the
thumb to open the clip for removal of the pocket.

For a better wunderstanding of the present invention,
together with other features and components, reference is made
to the following description taken in conjunction with the

accompanying drawings.



together with other features and conponents, reference
is made to the follow ng description taken in
conjunction with the acconpanying drawi ngs. -2 BRI EF
DESCRI PTION OF THE DRAWNGS Fig. 1 is a rear view of a
pocket fastener of the present invention; Fig. 2 is a
cross sectional view of Fig. 1 taken along |ine 2-2;
Fig. 3is a front view of the fastener of Fig. 1
positioned on a backing plate of a pocket; Fig. 4 is a
perspective view of an assenbl ed pocket .ncorporating
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present invention. As shown in Figures 1 through 4,
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IETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Figures 1-5 illustrate the pocket fastening system of the
wresent invention. As shown in Figures 1 through 4, the
- lastening system incorporates a fastener 10 which is secured
0 a backing plate 12 of a pocket 14. The fastener 10 has a
ront segment or section 16 and a rear segment or section 18
oined together at a curved section 20. A tab 22 is
ositioned at an end of the front section 16, opposite from
urved section 20. A retaining hook 24 extends rearedly from
ront section 16 towards and downwardly to rear section 18.
ear section 18 has a latch 26 located at its end, opposite
rom curved section 20 which is contained under hook section
4 when the fastener is in its closed position. Latch 26
ncludes an angled surface 28 which rides along the hook
ortion 24 under pressure when the fastener is being closed.
- he fastener preferably is made from a molded plastic thereby
llowing the fastener to be flexible. Flexibility is required
> release the latch from underneath the hook section 22 when
1@ tab is flexed outwardly. Front section 16 includes a



ncl udes an angl ed surface 28 which rides along the

hook ortion 24 under pressure when the fastener is

bei ng closed. ae fastener preferably is nmade froma

nol ded plastic thereby Llowi ng the fastener to be

flexible. Flexibility is required D release the |atch

from underneath the hook section 22 when ie tab is

fl exed outwardly. Front section 16 includes a -3

relief 30 which assists the tab and hook section in
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vertical orientation, however, it is to be understood that a
number of fasteners can be attached to a backing plate in one
of many orientations as desired for the particular
application. Figure 4 illustrates four fasteners attached in
a vertical orientation to the backing plate of pocket 14.
Preferably, the backing plate 12 is also plastic,
however, the desired material can change depending upon a
particular application. Similarly, pocket 14 can be made from
canvas, nylon, or any desired material depending upon the_
particular application. Backing plate 12 typically would be
nanufactured to be a component of the pocket 14 and would be
sized to fit the dimensions of the desired application.
Referring now to Figure 5, the pocket 14 is attached to
7est 46 by threading the fasteners into recesses 48 located
ilong strips of horizontal webbing 50 positioned on a surface




a vertical orientation to the backing plate of pocket
14. Preferably, the backing plate 12 is also plastic,
however, the desired material can change dependi ng
upon a particular application. Simlarly, pocket 14
can be made from canvas, nylon, or any desired

mat eri al dependi ng upon the particular application.
Backi ng plate 12 typically would be nanufactured to
be a conponent of the pocket 14 and would be sized to
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Once all of the fasteners are open, the pocket can be lifted
out of the recesses in the webbing. When the fastener is in
its closed position, the webbing is fully contained between
the front section 16 and the rear section 18 of the fasteners.

The invention is simple to operate by providing molded
plastic fasteners, attached to the back plate of a pocket
which are positioned to the horizontal webbing and applying
thumb pressure to lock the webbing to the fasteners by a
~clicking action. The pocket can then be moved to a different
location or removed from the vest by opening the fasteners by
flexing the tab to disengage the front and rear sections of
the fasteners. The fastening system of the present invention
is an improvement over previous attachment methods by being
easy to operate, quickly installed to provide a secure
attachment while providing simple removal of the pocket as




relief 28 to disengage. the latch 26 from hook portion
24. Once all of the. fasteners are open, the pocket
can be lifted out of the recesses in the webbing.
When the fastener is in its closed position, the
webbing is fully contained between the front section
16 and the rear section 18 of the fasteners. The
invention is sinple to operate by providing nol ded
pl astic fasteners, attached to the back plate of a
desﬂﬂ%¥?t which are positioned to the horizontal webbing
and applying  thunb pressure to | ock the webbing to
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desdf?ﬂ@ﬁ“wfﬁhtfﬁfé¥ﬁﬁﬁg gé a0 fieYiiRAar Alddigieddle it is to
present 1 nvention has been described and illustrated
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or gther %%%S? gihpon ainers or attachnents for
r Cofs™Faf €Gr '€hEECi'-ng apparel, such as shirts,
j ackets, pants, backpacks, or boots. In addition,
al though this invention has been described wth
reference to a particular enbodinment, it is to be
understood that the invention is not to be so limted

and is capable of further and other enbodi nents
within the scope of the clains appended hereto.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED I S: 1. A pocket fastening systemfor a
garment conprising: a pocket having a backing plate
and at | east one fastener positioned on the backing
pl ate; and at |east one horizontal webbing on the
garnment having at | east one recess for receipt of the
fastener. 2. The fastening systemof claim1 wherein

wuaT L€ ERRERBSI rsconprises: a front section having a tab
portion and a hook portion; a back portion having a
| atch and a positioning pin; and an attachnment pin
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of claim?2 wherein the latch_. has aE angl ed surface,
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any one of the preceding clains wherein the backing

plate has a hole for receipt of the fastener and a
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portion;
a back portion having a latch and a positioning pin;
and

an attachment pin located on the back portien.

3. The fastening system of claim 2 wherein the latch
has an angled surface,

4, The fastening system of claims 2 or 3 wherein the
front section has a relief adjacent the tab portion.

5. The fastening system of any one of claims 2 to 4,
wherein the attachment pin has two flexible legs, and an
enlarged head portion.

6. The fastening system of any one of the preceding
claims wherein the backing plate has a hole for receipt of
the fastener and a plurality of positioning recesses spaced
around the hole.

7. The fastening system of any one of the preceding
claims wherein the garment is a vest.



a renovabl e pocket having a backing plate and a

plurality of clips openable and cl osable by thunb

pressure attached to the backing plate; and a

plurality of recesses forned on a surface of the

garnment for receipt of the clips. 9. The garnent of

claim8 wherein the clips conprise: a front section

having a tab portion and a hook portion; a back

pdr t iforIHEANY g CRMPALEATEAd a positioning pin; and an
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backing plate has a hole for receipt of a clip and a

lurality of sitioning recesses spaced.around the .
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wher eian ftbetgaramsnton shawiest .a 8 thh pofasbrneand or hook
htaching a pocket to a garnment conprising: a front
ettion having a tab portion and a hook portion; a .
back pobeicnpeakinyg havanghaad@tghpesic ifomasg tdioing pin;

and
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an attachment pin located on the back portion.

10. The garment of claim 9 wherein the latch has an
angled surface.

11. The garment of claim 9 wherein the front section has

a relief adjacent a tab portion.

12. The garment of claim 9 wherein the attachment pin
has two flexible legs and an enlarged head portion.

13. The garment of any one of claims 8§ to 12 wherein the
backing plate has a hole for receipt of a clip and a

plurality of positioning recesses spaced around the hole.

14. The garment of any one of claims 8 to 13 wherein

the garment is a vest.




and an attachnment pin |located on the back portion. 16.
The fastener of claim15 wherein the |atch has an
angl ed surface. 17. The fastener of clains 15 or 16
wherein the attachnent pin has two flexible | egs and
an enl arged head portion. 18. A nethod for renovably
attaching a pocket to a garnent conprising: inserting

pluraljity of clips attached,to the cket, t hrough
Febesdbst 3 5F RBE Tori ¢ ho Arant D 9artd RRPREind br eeSarament
comprti@ihhe clips to lock the clips to the garnment. 19.

The neth f. clai.m. erel n the i ps..ar.e. attached
to thegpggﬁgF:b%gFggégtﬁﬂﬁéh%gaﬁté%%%EE%H%%SIli% % a hook
portbamki ng plate of the pocket. 20. The nethod of claim
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plate by Inserting a positioning pin on the clip in
antd a recess on the backing plate.

an attachment pin located on the back portion.

1l6. The fastener of claim 15 wherein the latch has an

angled surface.

17. The fastener of claims 15 or 16 wherein the
attachment pin has two flexible legs and an enlarged head

portion.

18. A method for removably attaching a pocket to a
garment comprising:
inserting a plurality of clips attached to the
pocket through recesses formed on the garment; and
applying pressure to the clips to lock the clips to
the garment.

19, The method of claim 18 wherein the clips are
attached to the pocket by inserting an attachment post into a
backing plate of the pocket.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the clips are
positioned on the backing plate by inserting a positioning pin

on the clip into a recess on the backing plate.



